
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Tim Beard 

  3 Marilyn Wheeler 

  4 Dale Corkran 

  6 Marilyn Bennett 

6 Seamus MacCallum 

  6 Alexa Moerbe 

  6 Trevor Trahan 

  8 Todd Luke 

  11 Rhett Moerbe 

  12 Emma Buysse 

  12 Donna Lanthier 

  14 Pat Appel 

  15 Danielle Gonzales 

  18 Linda Schulz 

  19 Trent Corkran 

  20 Clint Smith 

  21 Charles Hall 

  22 Justin Rougeau 

  24 Arthur Sherwood 

  28 Christi Moerbe 

  30 Kaden Stelly 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     
Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 16 - SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 16, 2018 

 

Three weeks ago we heard John’s 
gospel’s version of Peter’s confession 
of faith. This week we hear Mark’s 
version, when Peter says, “You are 
the Messiah.” In John, the       
stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation 
to eat his flesh, given for the life of 
the world. In Mark too the scandal 
has to do with Jesus’ words about 
his own coming death, and here   
Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ 
words. But Jesus is anointed (the 
meaning of “messiah”) in Mark only 
on the way to the cross (14:3); so we 
are anointed in baptism with the 
sign of the cross. 
 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 
of September are donated by Erma 
and Chris Richter in honor of their 

grandchildren Charlotte, Molly, and 
Adam. 

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.  

(Ps. 56:3) 

 

September 9, 2018 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 34 Offering: $871.00 
Second Worship Service 

Attendance: 32 Offering: $743.00 

Online Offering: $0.00 
 
 



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council—12:15 pm 

Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm 

Confirmation—5:00 pm 
 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 17 
 

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 

Bells Practice—7:15 pm 
 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 18 
 

Bible Study -10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 19 

 

Compassionate Friends—10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 20 

 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—3:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 21 

 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fantastic Fridays— 5:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-12:30 pm 

Pinnacle Music Enrollment 10 am—12 pm 

 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 23 
 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 24 
 

Beaumont Bible Study/Lunch - 

Richter home—10:am 

 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 27 
 

Dining Out Republic Chicken, Bmt 6 pm 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DURHAM ELLIS NUT PRODUCTS 

We kick off our Music Fundraiser    

today.  We invite you to share the  

brochure in the bulletin to get the    

information out or place an order 

yourself.  Last year was a record year 

in sales and our prayer is that this 

year brings a greater blessing to all.  If 

you want to check some out to sell, 

please see Pastor Paul.    

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

COMING SOON: 
Quilt Raffle! 

Gumbo Meal Sale! 

2018 Christmas Bazaar! 

 

 

HOLY CROSS DAY 

Helena, mother of Constantine, made 

a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 

found what may be the actual site of 

Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two 

churches there, and the dedication of 

one of them gave rise to this celebra-

tion of our Lord's victory on the cross. 

This is celebrated on September 14. 



 

  

Con’t. 

Jesus brings— one of wholeness and plenty, 

is surely coming. To give all away is to be  

unencumbered by its overt and hidden 

snares and deceitful claims. 

The second conversation place in which our 
courage is required is that of asking people to 
give (even when we are not asking for all of 
their wealth) in order to be a full partner in 
the realm. It is asking them to take stock of 
their priorities, their values, and the depth of 
their faith in what the gospel is really about. 
It creates a moment of urgency and potential 
crisis in the hearer. There is the risk they will 
say no, the risk they might be offended and 
choose to go elsewhere . It happens. It   
seemingly happened to the one who went 
away sad—even when it was Jesus who was 
doing the asking. 
 
Here courage begins to operate not just in the 
daring ask to do great things, but in the heart 
and mind of one being asked. There is    
courage needed by the ones invited to       
consider a gift: to believe that something can 
be generously given and there will still be 
enough: to embrace the notion that we can 
move the needle on the scale of poverty,    
injustice, ecological devastation, or the value 
of human life in the direction of the good and 
the godly: to accept the reality that the source 
of what one possesses is neither the sum of 
who one is or solely the work of one’s own 
resourcefulness: to realize that the promise of 
God’s provision for enough is fulfilled in  
sharing from what one has. This too, requires 
courage. 
 

Imagine for a moment the courage to ask 
without begging or apology because we      
believe the gospel compels us to give with a 
purpose. And imagine, just for a moment, the 
courage to give because we believe that God 
will provide for our needs, should we have 
them in the future. Can any greater case be 
made for finding the courage to teach and 
preach about stewardship? The world is  
waiting for a word. Speak it and live it with 
courage!  
1A composite picture of the man in this story, as told in 

the three synoptic gospels. 

The Rev. Bruce A. Barkhauer is minister for faith 

and giving for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). Previously as pastor, he led congregations in 

Ohio and Indiana in achieving high levels of       

financial support for local and global missions. He 

is the author of numerous articles and a book of 

devotions entitled Community of Prayer (Chalice 

Press, 2016) created to be utilized by congregations 

during financial campaigns. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

 

Marilyn Bennett, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Iris Hughes, 

Nora Klier, 

Ray Long, 

Terrie Looney, 

Nancy Meek, 

Susan Neil, 

Douglas Rathgaber, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Beverley Swink, 

Pat Thibodeaux, 

Kathy Viator, 

Grace Walhood. 
 

NURSERY ATTENDANT 
 

We are in need of a Nursery Attendant. If 
you know of anyone who would be        
interested in working in our Nursery on 
Sundays and a few hours on Mondays 
and Fridays,  please let us know.  The job 
is posted on Facebook. This is a great job 
for a student or a mature person who is 
looking for part time work and loves  
working with children. 

 

MONTHLY SERVICE PROJECT 
 

Our monthly service project for       
August and September is School   
Supplies collection.  Please bring the 
supplies needed by school children so 
that they will not have to go to school 
empty-handed.  Thank you! 
 
 
Cling to God’s 

Promise! 



 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

COURAGEOUS CONVERSATIONS 
ABOUT MONEY 
Bruce Barkhauer 

 
For generations the rules of polite company 
have included “No conversations about      
religion, politics, or money.” Although our 
faith should guide us into different           
conversational norms, we sometimes avoid 
talking about money. 
 

The Bible addresses the subject of money, 
wealth, property, and related derivatives so 
often (perhaps as many as 2,500 times) that 
it seems a bit strange for some to have such 
an aversion to the topic. The truth is that  
despite the many biblical mentions of money, 
it can be difficult to find our voice on the  
subject—whether we are mounting the steps 
to the pulpit or sitting down at the church 
council meeting. Our knees weaken; we clear 
our throat, laugh nervously, and most often, 
look for a way out. There can be no doubt—it 
takes courage to talk about money! 
 

To get at the root of the problem, we should 
identify that there are two very different   
courageous conversations with regard to our 
fiscal resources. The first is about our       
relationship with money; the second is the 
asking for money. While they are different 
from each other, both are related to           
discipleship, both are spiritual health issues, 
and both are addressed at length in       
scripture. 
 

When we consider our culture and its intense 

acquisitiveness, it is not a mystery as to why 

it takes courage to engage this subject. Our 

entire Western economy is based on         

consumption. One cannot be a successful 

consumer without adequate resources. When 

we couple this notion with the idea that  

scarcity is what gives added value to objects, 

we create a relentless and self-consuming 

cycle of desire and pursuit which leads only 

to hoarding and deep levels of anxiety. It   

elevates money to a god-like status with the 

mistaken belief that if we have more of it, we 

will have a sense of greater worth and       

experience lower stress. This is the prevailing 

wind of North American existence. Sailing 

against it is not easy, especially when it blows 

at hurricane force. It takes courage to speak  

 

  

 
Con’t. 

either to the false relationship between 

wealth and blessing or to address the     

responsibility and the burden of wealth.  

It is a brave thing indeed to remind people 

about the promise spoken by the prophet 

Malachi: God’s blessing of the people when 

they gave the tithe was not about giving to 

get but about giving from what they already 

had. It was about God’s promised provision 

for enough, not the secret for acquiring 

more. We tend to live for the next thing  

instead of the full realization of the        

moment. People who live only in the       

expectation of a blessing cannot yet see 

that they have already received one. 

It is no easier when people have          

abundance. To forget the source of our  

provision is to lose our own identity and to 

lose our way. In a world where being        

self-made is the ultimate accomplishment, 

such news is not terribly welcome. Even the 

practice of the tithe as described in      

Deuteronomy 14 holds at the center of the 

purpose of the ritual “so that you will fear 

the Lord” (v. 22-23). The story of the rich 

young ruler1 tells both halves of our       

dilemma. He is both wealthy and            

intentional about keeping the law—a sure 

sign of blessing. When he asks Jesus, what 

is truly necessary to experience the realm 

of heaven, Jesus directly challenges his  

relationship with his stuff and               

simultaneously invites him to divest of the 

concerns of the world in favor of investing 

in the qualities of the realm. The man is 

incensed, flabbergasted, and eventually 

distraught at the reply and its prospect for 

his life. There is nothing that says we have 

power over our money greater than our 

ability to give it away. The converse is also 

just as certain to bear witness to its power 

over us. When we already have a god, we 

are rarely willing to be the disciple of the 

One who really is. 

And there is the audacity of what Jesus 

asks. Give it away. Give it all away? Really? 

But not just anywhere. Sell what you have 

and give it to the poor so that you will have 

treasure in heaven. Take what you have 

and do the things that give evidence to the 

unfolding realm of God in your midst. 

Where need is absent, God is most surely 

present. To make provision for the poor is 

to signal that the old age of brokenness and 

want is passing away and the new age that  


