TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
OCTOBER 28—NOVEMBER 4, 2018

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Amanda Warden
4 Aaron Ruppel
4 Ronald Warden
5 Frances Boudreaux
6 Bradford Lanthier
9 Gary Deleon
9 Charles Hayes
12 William Hall
14 Mike Swink
18 Dorraine Babcock
19 Melissa Babcock
26 Lisa Deleon
26 Pam Turner
27 Jacob "JJ" Rougeau
28 Ronnie Moerbe
29 Dawsin Williams
29 Karol Woodcroft

Reformation Sunday
Twenty-Third Sunday after
Pentecost

October 28, 2018

On this day we celebrate the heart of
our faith: the gospel of Christ—the
good news—that makes us free! We
pray that the Holy Spirit would
continue to unite the church today
in its proclamation and witness to
the world. In the waters of baptism
we are made one body; we pray for
the day that all Christians will also
be one at the Lord’s table.
“You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God; I will extol you.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
(Ps. 118:28,24)

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

The Chancel Flowers for the month
of October are donated by Amanda
and Ronald Warden in honor of
CANCER survivors and fighters.

October 21, 2018
First Worship Service
Attendance: 37 Offering: $1401.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 29 Offering: $1120.00
Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: 16 Offering $610.00
Online Offering: $0.00

TODAY
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School —10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Sack Lunch Ministry
MONDAY OCTOBER 29
Choir Practice—6:00 pm
NO Bells Practice
TUESDAY OCTOBER 30

Bible Study -10:00 am

DURHAM ELLIS NUT PRODUCTS
We have kicked off our Music Fundraiser.
We invite you to share the brochure in
the Narthex to get the information out or
place an order yourself. Last year was a
record year in sales and our prayer is that
this year brings a greater blessing to all.
If you want to check some out to sell,
please see Pastor Paul.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 31
Compassionate Friends—10:00 am
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 1
Bible Study—10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—3:00 pm
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 2
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fantastic Fridays— 5:00 pm
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 3
SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-12:30 pm

YOU ARE INVITED!
You are invited to
another Bible Study opportunity! Every fourth Monday of the
month, we gather at a Beaumont home to
study together. The next time will be
Monday, November 26, at 10:00 am at
the home of Jan and Rod Ruppel (855
Belvedere Drive,
Beaumont, TX
77706). We will be
studying The Lord’s
Prayer, prayer, and praying. Lunch will
be served
after the study. Come and
join us!

WOS Holiday in the Park 9:00 am—5:00 pm

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 4
Daylight Saving Time Ends
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 14
Gumbo Meal Fundraiser—11:00 am
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 17
Christmas Bazaar—9:00 am
"It is only with gratitude that life becomes rich."
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

ONE OF OUR PARTNERS IN
MINISTRY
The Bridge City / Orangefield Ministerial
Alliance is a nonprofit organization whose
goal is to help those in need of food and
financial assistance. Did you know that
one in every five children face hunger?
The Ministerial Alliance has a multitude
of opportunities to help make this goal
happen.
Our church family provides
financial support and aids in the
Christmas Gift Program.
If you want
more information, stop by their building
at 285 W Round Bunch Rd (next to First
Baptist Church in Bridge City) on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:00 am
until noon.

GRATITUDE = STEWARDSHIP
Whenever we talk about stewardship, it
doesn't take long before the topic of
gratitude enters the conversation. The
two are commonly linked, possibly
because giving thanks and being
generous are naturally understood as
appropriate responses to God's abundant
blessings.
Perhaps it's a surprise then that the
Benedictine monk David Steindl-Rast
implies that gratitude can be a
disposition that precedes goodness,
instead of just a logical response that
follows. Quite provocatively he says, “In
daily life, we must see that it is not
happiness that makes us grateful, but
gratefulness that makes us happy.” Or,
said another way, being grateful is a
perspective we can cultivate that helps
us see that God is good and our lives are
blessed, as opposed to a quid pro quo
acknowledgment after the fact.

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Nancy Carlson,
Judy Colebrook,
Tammi Geren,
Charlie Hall,
Iris Hughes,
Nora Klier,
Ray Long,
Terrie Looney,
Nancy Meek,
Susan Neil,
Douglas Rathgaber,
Buddy Stelter,
Beverley Swink,
Grace Walhood.

NURSERY ATTENDANT
Independently,
the
professor
and
researcher Brené Brown writes that
grateful people don't just have an
inclination or “attitude of gratitude,” but
instead, these people engage in specific
practices that fuel their sense of
gratefulness. Saying grace before a meal,
offering a prayer of thanks at the
beginning or end of the day, or taking
time to worship God are disciplines that
exercise our trust in God's very nature of
goodness. These practices don't just
focus on blessings that have already
materialized. Similarly, generosity and
stewardship are faith practices that
increase our confidence, our faith in God
and God's ability to provide for our
well-being in the present and future.
As we continue to learn more about
gratitude, it seems to me there is a need
to better understand its relevance to a
life of faith and living life as stewards.
We are a church that is energized by
lively engagement in our faith and life.
Thank you for doing God’s work with a
faithful, generous heart!

We are in need of a Nursery
Attendant. If you know of anyone who
would be interested in working in our
Nursery on Sundays and a few hours
on Mondays and Fridays, please let
us know.
The job is posted on
Facebook. This is a great job for a
student or a mature person who is
looking for part time work and loves
working with children.

MONTHLY
SERVICE
PROJECT
Our monthly service project for
October and November is Baby Items. We are collecting all things baby and will deliver to
the Rainbow Room at the end of the
month. Please
prayerfully consider
donating for this worthy cause.
Thank you!

The transformative
power of giving thanks
“Grateful” by Diana
Butler Bass
In her recent book,
“Grateful: The
Transformative Power of
Giving Thanks,” Diana
Butler Bass explores
the topic of gratitude in
A comprehensive and
insightful way. She looks at distinctions
between personal and public gratitude,
how gratitude makes us feel emotionally
versus what it inspires us to do in our
ethics, and the challenge of being grateful
even when our personal stories are not
all upbeat and rosy.
Bass contrasts gratitude that is driven by
a sense of compulsion and duty
(reciprocity to discharge a debt) against
gratitude for life’s many tailwinds, grace,
gifts that are freely given and impossible
to repay. It turns out that the
transactional model of gratitude was
integral
to
hierarchical
patronage
systems of ancient Egypt and Rome,
where people were expected to return
taxes to Pharaoh and Caesar or be
ingrates deserving punishment. Who
would have thought that something as
honorable as gratitude could have a
history of control and domination?
As far as transformation is concerned,
Bass writes:
“Gratitude, at its deepest and perhaps
most transformative level, is not warm
feelings about what we have. Instead,
gratitude is the deep ability to embrace
the gift of who we are, that we are, that
in the multibillion-year history of the
universe each one of us has been born,
can love, grows in awareness, and has a
story. Life is the gift. When that mystery
fills our hearts, it overwhelms us and a
deep river of emotions flows forth —
feelings we barely knew we were capable
of holding.”

Mission
Interpretation
Ministry
Telling stories
of Gratitude
In the glass of
life do you see
your glass as
half full? Are
you able to find the goodness in the
everyday-ness of life? Are you thankful
even when life is difficult and scary? If
you answered, “Yes,” to any of these
questions, you probably have a strong
sense of gratitude. The quality of being
thankful; that readiness to show
appreciation for and to return kindness.
Historically, philosophers have suggested
that gratitude is one of the most
important human emotions for the
success
of
the
society.
Modern
psychology
research
confirms
that
gratitude is an essential social emotion
that can benefit the lives of people who
practice gratitude. And, in the Bible,
thankfulness is recognizing who God is
and what God has done. God's word is
filled with many reminders of how
powerful and vital a thankful heart can
be in this world.
We have so much to be grateful for in
this life. Each and every day. But reality
is that sometimes constant life demands,
struggles and worries give more room to
defeat than to a heart of thanks. Or we
forget, in the midst of busyness and
pressures, just to pause and give thanks
for all that God has done and continues
to do in our lives.
Mission Interpreters in congregations tell
gratitude stories from both the giver's
and receiver’s perspective. They tell
stories filled with joy in the opportunity
to give to others. Mission Interpreters
give thanks to members in congregations
on a regular basis for all we are and all
we do as the church together.
Ultimately, living gratefully is about more
than merely appreciating what you have.
True gratitude ignites compassion,
inspiring us to share our blessings with
others.

