
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

1 Denise Stamatis 

3 Ruby Hickey 

4 Amanda Gray 

4 Gerald Hamilton 

7 Erma Richter  

8 Hayden Sappington 

10 Rachel Belcher 

17 Martha Akers 

18 Beverley Swink 

25 Briana Delaney  

25 Emma Moerbe 

29 Robert Rahja 

29 Geralyn Trahan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEP- HERD LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     
Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
NOVEMBER 25—DECEMBER 2, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday after  

Pentecost 
Christ The King 

November 25, 2018 

 

Even after Israel had experienced 
the vagaries of kings, they still 
longed for a true king to set things 
right. He would have the king’s title 
of Anointed One (Messiah); he would 
be the “one like a human               
being” (Son of Man) given dominion 
in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given 
these titles, even though he is   
nothing like an earthly king. His  
authority comes from the truth to 
which he bears witness, and those 
who recognize the truth voluntarily 
listen to him. We look forward to the 
day he is given dominion, knowing 
his victory will be the nonviolent  

victory of love.  

The Chancel Flowers for the month 
of November are donated by Donna 
and Brad Lanthier in loving 

memory of their daughter, Wendy 
Lanthier. 

November 18, 2018 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 34 Offering: $1196.00 

Second Worship Service 

Attendance: 21 Offering: $370.00 
Beaumont Worship Service 

Attendance: 11 Offering: $564.00 
Online Offering: $0 

 

 
 

        



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

Confirmation  - 5:00 pm—6:30 pm 

 

MONDAY NOVEMBER 26 
 

Beaumont Bible Study—10:00 am 

Jan & Rod Ruppel Home 

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 

 Bells Practice—7:15 pm 
 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 27 
 

Bible Study -10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 28 

 

Compassionate Friends—10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 29 
 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—3:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30 

 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fantastic Friday— 5:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 1 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 2 
 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 
 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 7 
 

Orange Parade 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 8 
 

Bridge City Parade 
 

 
And of his fulness have all we received, 

and grace for grace.  
(Jo. 1:16 KJV) 

  

  

Cont. 

A well-thought-out policy provides guidance 

for channeling undesignated planned gifts 

while it allows for the flexibility to respond to 

changing circumstances. It also provides the 

foundation for promoting planned giving in 

the congregation, assuring potential donors 

that their gifts will be stewarded wisely and 

helping them to see how their gifts will be   

received, invested, and used. 

((To be continued next week)) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU!! 
 

We want to offer up a big THANK YOU!!!! 
To everyone who made the Bazaar so  
successful this year. We are so thankful 
for Pat and Chuck Sherwood, Dorraine 
Babcock, Dale Corkran, Lisa and Gary 
Deleon, Ann Hall, Janet Kitchens, Donna 
and Brad Lanthier, Martha Zoch and Carl 
Owen, Laura Rahja, Erma and Chris 
Richter, Jan Ruppel, Karri Stelly, Shonda 
and Anders Townsley, Pam Turner, Kathy 
Viator, Grace Walhood, Amanda Warden, 
Kaitlyn and  Brandon Warden, and Pastor 
Paul.  We sold $596 in Baked Goods, 
$331 in Raffle Tickets, $2111 in Gumbo 
Meals, $350 from Vendors, and $1053.75 
in Nuts. Our grand total for the entire Ba-
zaar related activities is $4,441.75. 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

You are invited to another 

Bible Study opportuni-

ty!  Every fourth Monday 

of the month, we gather at 

a Beaumont home to 

study together.  The next 

time will be Monday, November 26, at 10:00 

am  at  the  home  of Jan and Rod Ruppel 

(855 Belvedere Drive, Beaumont, TX 

77706). We will be studying The Lord’s Prayer, 

prayer, and praying.  Lunch will be served  

after the study.  Come and join us!  

 



 

  

Cont. 

Saskatchewan had the financial means to 
pursue theological studies, and only men 
could be ordained at that time. But in the 
years after his death, the church changed its 
policy to allow women to be ordained, and the 
term Saskatchewanborn prevented           
candidates who were presently living in    
Saskatchewan but hadn’t been born there 
from receiving scholarship aid. The result 
was that his gift was going unused. 
 
Including a variation clause in bequest     
language can prevent such unintended   
problems. If the donor had simply added “If 
[name of beneficiary] determines that the 
original purpose is no longer practical or   
desirable, [name] can vary the purpose,  
keeping in mind the spirit and general intent 
of the original gift,” the problems could have 
been easily avoided. Without such language, 
it can become a long, complicated, and      
expensive legal process to make the needed 
changes. 
 
One reason that many donors make the    
language in their gifts too restrictive is that 
there are no policies in their congregation 
about how to channel bequests and other 
planned gifts. Many donors, especially when 
they are giving a portion of their life savings, 
do not want their gift to become one more 
thing for the congregation to fight over. They 
want their gift to be a blessing, a way to    
enhance the long-term ministry of the      
congregation they love. 
 
Congregations are well advised to establish 
clear policies for how planned gifts will be 
received, invested, and used. Such policies 
help prevent the misuse of such                
extraordinary gifts while also providing   
guidance for decision making. If your       
congregation does not have such policies in 
place, now is a good time to begin thinking 
about how you will handle these gifts. 
 
As a gift planner and stewardship consultant, 
I often hear people say, “But we haven’t     
received any bequests. Why should we waste 
our time developing such policies?” My      
answer is that it is much better to work 
through such policies before your             
congregation receives such a gift. Inevitably, 
doing so after you receive a bequest or the 
proceeds from a life insurance policy means 
the conversation revolves around              
personalities rather than the congregation’s 

vision of ministry. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Dorothy Eckhardt, 

Tammi Geren, 

Charlie Hall, 

Iris Hughes, 

Nora Klier, 

The  Family of Ray Long, 

Nancy Meek, 

Rev. Paul Nichols, 

Susan Neil, 

Douglas Rathgaber, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Beverley Swink, 

Grace Walhood. 
 

 NURSERY ATTENDANT 
 

We are in need of a Nursery             
Attendant. If you know of anyone who 
would be interested in working in our 
Nursery on Sundays and a few hours 
on Mondays and Fridays,  please let 
us know.  The job is posted on        
Facebook. This is a great job for a  
student or a mature person who is 
looking for part time work and loves  
working with children. 

 
 

HELP!!! 
 

 
THE BOX IS 
BARE!! 
 
Our monthly ser-
vice project for       October and No-
vember  is Baby Items.  We are collect-
ing all things baby and will deliver to 
the Rainbow Room at the end of the 
month. Please     prayerfully consider 
donating for this worthy cause.  
Thank you!  



 

  
 

GIFT PLANNING: PLAN WELL 
 
Gifts play an important role in our lives and 
our relationships. Some gifts say, “I love 
you”—the flowers a young man offers his 
sweetheart, the valentine’s card the girl 
sends her boyfriend. Some gifts say, “You 
have come of age”—the bicycle given to the 
child who is presently riding a tricycle, the 
gold watch given to the retiree. I still       
remember vividly the year Santa gave me a 
watch for Christmas. I was both proud and 
ashamed—proud because it was my first 
watch, ashamed because I didn’t know how 
to tell time! But receiving the watch was the 
motivation I needed to quickly learn. Of 
course, some gifts are not really gifts at all 
but bribes or ways to manipulate or control. 
 
I was watching a rerun of The Wonder 
Years, a popular TV series that ran in the 
late ’80s and early ’90s about a teenage boy 
named Kevin Arnold and his family and 
friends living through the sixties. This    
particular episode focused on his older   
sister, Karen. The storyline revolved around 
Karen’s relationship with her father and her 
upcoming eighteenth birthday. The father-
daughter relationship was going through a 
particularly rocky stage: 
 
“You’re going to college next fall, young   
lady.” 
 
“No I’m not! I want to travel for a while and 
see the world.” 
 
“You’re only seventeen, and you’ll do what I 
say.” 
 
“I’m nearly eighteen, and I can do whatever 
I want!” 
 
“Speaking of birthdays, don’t make any 
plans for Friday night. We’re planning 
something special for you.” 
 
“I don’t want a party, and I don’t want a 
cake, and I don’t want any presents!” Karen 
retorts as she stomps out of the house. 
 
“Where are you going?” her father shouts 
after her. 
 
“Out!” she yells, slamming the door behind 
her. 
 
You see, in Karen’s mind, accepting the 
gifts of her parents—especially from her  
father who wanted to keep her his little girl 
from growing up and making her own     
decisions—was to allow them to continue to 
run her life. 

 

  

 
Cont. 

 

The climax of the show was on the night of 
Karen’s birthday. The family is at the     
dinner table when Mrs. Arnold carries in a 
birthday cake with eighteen candles    
burning brightly. “I told you I didn’t want a  
birthday cake!” Karen shouts defiantly. She 
refuses to make a wish and blow out the 
candles. Just then a car horn honks. 
 
“I’ve gotta go,” she says. “My friends are 
here.” 
 
“Not until I’ve given you your present,” her 
father insists. 
 
And before she can leave, he thrusts a    
gift-wrapped present in her hand. “You’re 
not leaving until you open it!” Exasperated, 
she rips open the present. “It’s my duffel 
bag from my army days,” Mr. Arnold     
continues. “It saw me through some good 
times and some tough times. I want you to 
have it for when you go off to college . . . or 
whatever you decide to do.” 
 
The rest of the family watches to see if    
Karen will accept the gift. She does,        
because it is a gift that says, “You have 
come of age, and you are free to live your 
own life, and I love you no matter what you 
do.” Then, with tears in her eyes, Karen 
makes a wish, blows out the candles, and 
goes out the door to be with her friends. 
And thus endeth another episode of The 
Wonder Years.1 
 
That was a simple, beautiful story of a gift 
that set both the giver and the receiver free 
to enter a new phase in their relationship 
and their lives. One of the challenges in gift 
planning is to ensure that bequests and 
other planned gift have this beneficial    
effect; they sometimes don’t. 
 
Some gifts come with all kinds of strings 
and hidden messages attached that can do 
more harm than good. Sometimes a donor, 
with even the best of intentions, can leave a 
bequest that is too restrictive or doesn’t 
take into account future contingencies. 
 
I am aware of a retired clergyman who    
included a generous bequest in his will for 
Saskatchewan-born boys to study for the 
ministry. His gift made perfect sense when 
it was originally made. He wanted to ensure 
that candidates for the ministry from     


