
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Barbara Brown 

5 Jennifer Buysse 

5 Mathis Gonzales 

8 Jan Ruppel 

9 Ann Hall  

10 Luke Buysse 

11 Maye Hanson 

12 Karri Stelly 

17 Carol Ann Nichols 

17 Brandon Warden 

18 Dorothy Eckhardt 

19 Marten Holeman 

20 Eddie Fox 

20 Allie Sherwood Allemand 

21 Ryleigh Moerbe 

26 John Babcock 

31 Jean Spitznagle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     
Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 2—DECEMBE 9, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Sunday of Advent 

December 2, 2018 

 

Advent is about the “coming days.” 
God’s people have always lived in 
great expectation, but that            
expectation finds specific, repeated 
enunciation in the texts appointed 
for these four weeks. The ancients 
anticipated a “righteous Branch to 
spring up for David.” The          
Thessalonians awaited “the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all the 
saints.” Our Lord’s contemporaries 
hoped for the time “to stand before 
the Son of Man.” With them we     
eagerly await the coming days:        
another Christmas celebration, a 
second coming, and the advent of 

our Lord in word and supper.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 
of December are given by Jennifer 

and Nathan Buysse in honor of the  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
family on this joyous and Blessed 
holiday season.  

 
November 25, 2018 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 26 Offering: $919.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 20 Offering: $375.00 

Online Offering: $0 
 
 
 

       



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Parade Float Decorating—1:00 pm 

 

MONDAY DECEMBER 3 
 

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 

 Bells Practice—7:15 pm 
 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 4 
 

Bible Study -10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 5 

 

Compassionate Friends—10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 6 
 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—3:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 7 

 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Orange Parade—6:15 pm 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 8 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 

Open House— 5:00 pm 

Bridge City Parade—6:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 9 
 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 
 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 11 
 

Angel Tree Gifts deadline  
 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 18 
 

Pizza & Santa—6:00 pm 
 

MONDAY DECEMBER 24 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

With Communion—5:45 pm 
 

 

 
 

  

CHRISTMAS FLOAT & PARADES 
 

Yes, again Good Shepherd will be     
participating in both Lighted Christmas 
Parades.  The Orange Parade is Friday, 
December 7 at 6:15 pm.  If you or your 
child/youth would like to ride or walk, 
please let Pastor Paul know and bring a 
bag of candy per each person.  Also, 
please be at the staging area (Corner of 
Front & 8th Street) at 5:30 pm. 
 
The Bridge City Parade is Saturday,  
December 8 at 6:00 pm.  If you or your 
child/youth would like to ride or walk, 
please let Pastor Paul know, bring an 
unwrapped new toy and a bag of candy 
per each person, and fill out the form 
(located in the hallway under the    
mailboxes). Also, please be at the 
Church at 5:00 pm. 
 
Also, you are invited to help with      
decorating the Float today at 1:00 pm.  
Thank you so much! 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW BIBLE STUDY ON 

TUESDAY 
 

You are invited to our new 

study on Tuesdays at 10:00 am.  During 

the   season of Advent, we will be exam-

ining Adam Hamilton’s book – Walking 

the Road to Bethlehem:  Your Journey to 

Christmas.  Journey with Adam      

Hamilton as he travels from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem in this fascinating look at 

the birth of Jesus Christ. As he did with 

Jesus' crucifixion in 24 Hours That 

Changed the World, Hamilton once 

again approaches a world-changing 

event with thoughtfulness. Using      

historical information, archaeological 

data, and a personal look at some of the 

stories surrounding the birth, the most 

amazing moment in history will become 

more real and heart-felt as you walk 

along this road. Come and join us! 
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set us free to share the gospel in ever 
new ways for generations to come. 
Like the birthday gift Mr. Arnold gave 
his daughter, planned gifts can open 
up a whole new future for a          
congregation, setting them free to 
“take hold of the life that is truly 
life” (1 Tim 6:19). 
 

1 Todd W. Langen and Mark B. Perry, 
“Daddy’s Little Girl,” The Wonder 
Years, season 3, episode 22, directed 
by Jim McBride, aired May 8, 1990. 
 

Rev. Herb Gale is Associate Secretary for 

Planned Giving in the Presbyterian Church in 

Canada. He formerly served as pastor of  
Presbyterian congregations in North Carolina 

and Ontario for 25 years. In his work in 

planned giving, Herb advises individuals    
interested in making a legacy gift for the 

church and helps congregations develop vital 

planned giving ministries that are integrated 
into their theology of stewardship and their 

vision of ministry. He is convinced that an   
intentional focus on planned giving can help 

provide an additional source of funding for the 

church at every level to realize its dreams and 
to expand its ministry for generations to come. 

 

MONTHLY PROJECTS 

We have 15 children for whom we are 

providing gifts through the annual Bridge 

City/Orangefield Ministerial Alliance   

Angel Tree. You can buy one item for a 

child or you can choose to provide all  

items for a child - your choice. We need 

the wrapped gift(s) at the church no later 

than Tuesday, December 11. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to provide gifts for 

children who may not otherwise receive 

necessary clothing at Christmas.  And in 

addition, you receive the blessing of  

sharing the Christmas spirit with others 

who are less fortunate. 

Gifts for Shut-Ins:  Would you like to 

help purchase items, assemble gifts, 

and/or deliver?  Please let Pastor Paul 

know.  This is a wonderful way to let our 

church family know that they are loved. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Dorothy Eckhardt, 

Tammi Geren, 

Charlie Hall, 

Iris Hughes, 

Nora Klier, 

Kirk Dale Lanthier, 

Dagan Leger, 

The  Family of Ray Long, 

Nancy Meek, 

Rev. Paul Nichols, 

Susan Neil, 

Douglas Rathgaber, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Beverley Swink, 

Grace Walhood. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POINSETTIAS 
Please help us bring the joy of   

Christmas in the Church by getting a 

beautiful poinsettia from Johnsen’s 

Wholesale Florist. Order forms are   

included in the bulletin. The cost is 

$8.00 for a 6” plant. Thank you. 

 NURSERY ATTENDANT 
 

We are in need of a Nursery             
Attendant. If you know of anyone who 
would be interested in working in our 
Nursery on Sundays and a few hours 
on Mondays and Fridays,  please let 
us know.  The job is posted on        
Facebook. This is a great job for a  
student or a mature person who is 
looking for part time work and loves  
working with children. 

 



 

  
 

GIFT PLANNING: PLAN WELL 

(Continued from last week) 
 

Your policies should fit the ethos 
and specific needs of your          
congregation. Most congregations 
state that planned gifts will not be 
used in the annual operating   
budget. This helps avoid providing 
an excuse for current members to 
reduce their annual gifts “because 
we have so much money in the 
bank.” It also assures potential    
donors that their life savings are  
being invested into the future vision 
of the church. 
 
Some congregations channel a     
significant portion of undesignated 
planned gifts into their building 
fund. This can help relieve some of 
the abnormally high pressure that 
buildings can place on the annual 
budget, while honoring the legacy of 
past generations who built the 
building. One congregation in a 
large, historic building has adopted 
the policy of channeling all          
undesignated gifts into their    
building fund. Their goal is to cover 
all their expenses for the upkeep 
and maintenance of their building 
from their trust funds. Then they 
can let their members know that the 
money placed in the offering plate or 
other fund-raisers is used to      
support and expand their ministry 
and mission outreach. Some      
congregations state that all          
undesignated gifts will be fully     
endowed (i.e., the principal remains 
permanently invested and only the 
annual income is available for    
ministry) in order to provide a      
dependable stream of income for the 
congregation’s long-term ministry 
objectives. Others state that no   
portion of undesignated gifts will be 
endowed but will be used as needs 
and opportunities arise. Many    
congregations opt for some sort of 
blended approach, whereby a  
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portion of all undesignated gifts are 
placed in the congregation’s         
endowment fund, and a portion is 
used as needs and opportunities 
arise. 
 
One congregation I know has  
adopted the policy of tithing all the 
undesignated planned gifts they   
receive, so one-tenth is used for  
outreach. Each year the             
congregation has the happy task of 
figuring out how to give a            
percentage of their wealth away to 
special projects and mission beyond 
their walls. 
 
Another congregation whose general 
endowment fund had become     
sufficient to meet their ongoing 
maintenance costs adopted the   
policy of channeling all                
undesignated bequests and other 
planned gifts into a newly organized 
Growth Fund. Money in this fund is 
not endowed but can be used in its 
entirety for new ministry initiatives 
both within and beyond the        
congregation. Reflecting on the 
fund’s impact, the minister, Rev. 
Andrew Johnston, remarked that 
knowing the money was there,  
waiting to be used to grow the    
congregation’s ministry and        
outreach, brought a new spirit of 
possibility thinking in the           
congregation. “It set us free to 
dream and provided the resources 
to turn those dreams into reality. 
We became less focused on our own 
survival and more open to where 
God’s Spirit was leading us,    
knowing that God had already    
provided the resources we needed to 
move forward.” 
 

The purpose of planned giving     

policies and endowment funds is 

not to tie us up in red tape but to  


