
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Barbara Brown 

5 Jennifer Buysse 

5 Mathis Gonzales 

8 Jan Ruppel 

9 Ann Hall  

10 Luke Buysse 

11 Maye Hanson 

12 Karri Stelly 

17 Carol Ann Nichols 

17 Brandon Warden 

18 Dorothy Eckhardt 

19 Marten Holeman 

20 Eddie Fox 

20 Allie Sherwood Allemand 

21 Ryleigh Moerbe 

26 John Babcock 

31 Jean Spitznagle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     
Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 9—DECEMBER 16, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 9, 2018 

 

Forerunners and messengers       
advance the advent of our God. 
While John the baptizer’s voice in 
the wilderness may be the principal 
focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy 
could as easily herald the coming 
Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord 
of hosts. Finally all the baptized are 
called to participate in the sharing of 
the gospel. In so doing we prepare 
the way for the coming of the Lord 
and assist all flesh in capturing a 

vision of the “salvation of God.”  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 
of December are given by Jennifer 
and Nathan Buysse in honor of the  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
family on this joyous and Blessed 
holiday season.  

 
 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and 

do not forsake your mother’s teaching.  
(Pr. 1:8) 

 
December 2, 2018 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 32 Offering: $1498.00 

Second Worship Service 

Attendance: 23 Offering: $675.00 
Online Offering: $205.50 

 
 
 

 

        



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 
 

MONDAY DECEMBER 10 
 

Orange Parade—6:00 pm  

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 

 Bells Practice—7:15 pm 
 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 11 
 

Bible Study -10:00 am 

Angel Tree Gifts deadline  
 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 12 

 

Compassionate Friends—10:00 am 
 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 13 
 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—3:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 14 

 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 15 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 

Open House—5:00 pm 

Bridge City Parade—6 :00 pm 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 16 
 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship —10:00 am 

Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm 

Confirmation—5:00 pm 
 

MONDAY DECEMBER 17 
 

Beaumont Bible Study—Nancy Meek Home 

 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 18 
 

Pizza & Santa—6:00 pm 
 

MONDAY DECEMBER 24 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

With Communion—5:45 pm 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

NEW BIBLE STUDY ON 

TUESDAY 
 

You are invited to our new study on 

Tuesdays at 10:00 am.  During the   

season of Advent, we will be examining 

Adam Hamilton’s book – Walking the 

Road to Bethlehem:  Your Journey to 

Christmas.  Journey with Adam      

Hamilton as he travels from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem in this fascinating look at 

the birth of Jesus Christ. As he did with 

Jesus' crucifixion in 24 Hours That 

Changed the World, Hamilton once 

again approaches a world-changing 

event with thoughtfulness. Using      

historical information, archaeological 

data, and a personal look at some of the 

stories surrounding the birth, the most 

amazing moment in history will become 

more real and heart-felt as you walk 

along this road. Come and join us! 

MONTHLY PROJECTS 

We had 15 children for whom we are 

providing gifts through the annual 

Bridge City/Orangefield Ministerial     

Alliance Angel Tree. All of the names 

were chosen If you have not yet brought 

your wrapped gift(s), we need them at 

the church no later than Tuesday,           

December 11. This is a wonderful      

opportunity to provide gifts for children 

who may not otherwise receive gifts at 

Christmas.  And in addition, you receive 

the blessing of  sharing the Christmas 

spirit with others who are less           

fortunate. 

Gifts for Shut-Ins:  Would you like to 

help purchase items, assemble gifts, 

and/or deliver?  Please let Pastor Paul 

know.  This is a wonderful way to let 

our church family know that they are 

loved. 



 

  

Cont. 
associated with royalty as the church awaits the 
newborn king. (note, this is a different meaning 
than when it is used in Lent; see below).  
  Christmas: White, calling to mind the purity of 
the newborn Christ, and to our light and joy in 
him. Some also use Gold. 
   Epiphany of Our Lord: White (see Christmas).        
Baptism of Our Lord: White (see Christmas).  
   Time after Epiphany: Green is used for its  
symbolism of our growth in Christ. Green, in a 
sense, is a "neutral color," used when more festive 
or more somber color is not appointed.  
   Transfiguration of Our Lord: White (see  
Christmas).  
   Ash Wednesday: Purple is the preferred color as 
this is the first day of Lent. Historically, black has 
also been used on this day, since it is the color of 
the ashes to which we will all return.  
   Lent: Purple is typically associated with Lent, 
suggesting repentance and solemnity.  

   Sunday of the Passion: Scarlet is the preferred 
color of this first day of Holy Week, as it suggests 
the deep color of blood. (Scarlet is to be            
distinguished from the brighter color of red, which 
is appointed for the Day of Pentecost, martyrs’ 
days, and certain church celebrations). If a parish 
does not have scarlet vestments, purple may be 
used.  
   Days of Holy Week: Scarlet or purple may be 
used for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy 
Week.  
   Maundy Thursday: For this fourth day of Holy 
Week, celebrated as the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper, scarlet or white is used.  
   Good Friday: No vestments or paraments are 
used on this day, after the stripping of the altar on 
Maundy Thursday night.  
   Vigil of Easter: White or Gold suggests of joy in 
the Resurrection is used on this night. Easter 
Day: White or gold is suggested for this day. The 
gold color symbolizes that this day is the "queen of 
feasts," unique in the entire church year. Sundays 
of Easter: White suggests the joy of the            
resurrection.  
   Day of Pentecost: Red as the color of fire is 
used on this day when we remember the tongues 
of fire descended on the crowd in Jerusalem. In 
contrast to the color of scarlet, Pentecost’s red is a 
bright color.  
   The Holy Trinity: White is suggested, the     
expression of joy in the mystery of the Triune God. 
   Time after Pentecost: Green is used, to       
indicate our growth in faith as we follow the  
teachings and ministry of Christ. Some assemblies 
use differing shades of green throughout the   
Sundays after Pentecost, a lighter green in      
summer and a darker green in fall.  
   Christ the King: The final day of the church 
year uses white, a festive color suggesting light, 
joy, and the celebration of our Lord.  
   Lesser festivals and commemorations are 
white, unless a martyr is celebrated, in which case 
bright red is suggested.  
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PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

Robert Brignac, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Dorothy Eckhardt, 

Tammi Geren, 

Charlie Hall, 

Iris Hughes, 

Nora Klier, 

Kirk Dale Lanthier, 

Dagan Leger, 

The  Family of Ray Long, 

Nancy Meek, 

Rev. Paul Nichols, 

Susan Neil, 

Douglas Rathgaber, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Beverley Swink, 

Grace Walhood. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

        POINSETTIAS 
Please help us bring 

the joy of   Christmas in the Church 

by getting a beautiful poinsettia from 

Johnsen’s Wholesale Florist. Order 

forms are   included in the bulletin.  

The cost is $8.00 for a 6” plant. The 

deadline is December 16. Thank you. 

 NURSERY ATTENDANT 
 

We are in need of a Nursery             
Attendant. If you know of anyone who 
would be interested in working in our 
Nursery on Sundays and a few hours 
on Mondays and Fridays,  please let 
us know.  The job is posted on        
Facebook. This is a great job for a  
student or a mature person who is 
looking for part time work and loves  
working with children. 

 



 

  
 

The Advent Wreath 
 
As Christians, we use symbols to express      
visually the basic tenets of our faith and as   
reminders of the pilgrimage of our life in Christ. 
Symbols can have heightened meaning for us 
when associated with particular seasons of that 
journey. One such symbol is the Advent wreath.  
 
The Advent wreath has its roots in the            
pre-Christian practices of northern Europe.  
People sought the return of the sun in the dark 
time of the year (at the winter solstice) by    
lighting candles and fires. As early as the middle 
Ages, Christians used fire and light to represent 
Christ's coming into the world. Using this same 
symbolism, the   Advent wreath developed a few 
centuries ago in Germany as a sign of the    
waiting and hopeful expectation of the return in 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, a 
circle, came to represent the eternal victory over 
death through Jesus Christ. The evergreens 
were a sign of the faithfulness of God to God’s 
people, even in death, and the lighted candles 
were a reminder of the light of Christ brought 
into the world.  
 
This symbolism can be just as strong for us  
today. As is the case with all symbols, they 
speak most loudly to remind us of God's     
promises of life when they are drawn directly out 
of our daily experience and   environment. One 
should consider using only natural materials 
from God's creation when making an Advent 
wreath. Evergreens come in many varieties and 
may be treated with a flame-retardant          
substance. Branches of holly, laurel, and other 
green shrubs, which retain their freshness   
longer than pine, may also be used. The circular 
shape, a symbol of eternal life, is most           
important. Using an alternative shape, such as a 
log, would diminish the meaning of the symbol, 
which is no longer a circle. There is no one    
prescribed color for the candles, although      
several traditions are current. Four natural   
colored candles are always appropriate and  
symbolize the Light for which we wait. Four blue 
candles match the blue used for the season, a 
color representing hope. Some assemblies may 
have the older tradition of using purple candles, 
keeping purple as the color for both Advent and 
Lent. The practice of using a pink candle on the 
third Sunday in Advent is no longer consistent 
with the current lectionary. This tradition arose 
when Advent was regarded as a thoroughly   
penitential season much like Lent. The third 
Sunday of Advent was called “Gaudete Sunday”, 
from the Latin meaning “Rejoice!” Its roots are in 
the text from Philippians 4:4-6, “rejoice in the 
Lord always...”  
 
Liturgical renewal in the last decades of this 
century has shifted the focus of these four weeks 
to one of hope and expectation of the coming of 
the Christ. This hope looks forward not only to 
celebrating the child in the manger, but even 
more to Christ’s  coming in glory at the end of 
time–-a continuation of the eschatological  
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emphasis of the last Sundays after Pentecost.      
Candles in rich royal blue are symbolic of this 
hope. Coincidentally, these two colors, purple 
and blue, have long been associated with the 
same ideas: the symbolic colors of royal blood 
and of longing; the natural   colors of the dawn 
before the sun rises and the deep shades of  
midnight.  
 
The Advent wreath may be lit before the service 
when other candles are lighted. It may also be lit 
at another point during the Gathering rite. The 
Advent wreath is also appropriate for daily use 
in home devotions. The making of the wreath 
can be a family activity, using materials      
gathered from the yard or garden.  
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What is the meaning and use of liturgical  
colors? 

 
In the Christian tradition colors are used for 
vestments and paraments, but a unified system 
of colors developed only gradually and          
haphazardly until and through the Middle Ages. 
Today, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America provides a system of colors for use by 
its congregations; for the most part, the same 
system is also used by Roman and Anglican 
churches, at least in the United States; and by 
many churches around the world, including the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.  
 
Many of the colors associated with the seasons 
are closely linked with the experience of     
Christians in the Northern hemisphere.     
Christians in the Southern hemisphere will   
experience the church year differently in that 
context, perhaps calling forth different color  
associations. It is also helpful to realize that  
colors have different associations across the 
globe, just as they have had different            
associations over the course of the church’s his-
tory. For example, white is the color North 
American and European Christians typically 
associate with Christmas and Easter, the color 
white signifying the purity of Christ, light or joy. 
In many Eastern cultures, however, white     
connotes mourning. Red, associated with      
energy, blood or fire among other things in 
Western culture, is the color associated with 
purity in India.  
 
The colors serve to adorn the worship space, 
and to call attention to the nature of the season 
or festival being celebrated. A brief summary of 
their usage, according to the church year,     
follows.  
   Advent: Blue is associated with Advent,    
suggesting hope. This association originated in 
Scandinavia, probably because purple dye was 
too expensive for churches to use. Some       
assemblies use purple in Advent, a color        
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