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Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 27, 2019 
 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE        Variations on Temple of Peace     - Nancy Raabe 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living 

water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 

God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 

the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you 

led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.  

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above 

all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower 

us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 

grace, and love.  

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
                        

GATHERING HYMN                 “God, Whose Almighty Hand” 

ELW 673 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                        “Rise Up!  Shine!” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy 

scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people. 

Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we 

may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST LESSON               Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before 

the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the 

law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, 

the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men 

and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was 

on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the 

square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, 

in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 

understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the 

book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 

people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 

opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, 

the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 

lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 

worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read 

from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They 

gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 



 5 

and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the 

people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 

weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the 

law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink 

sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing 

is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be 

grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  HYMN             “How Great Thou Art”          ELW 856 

                                              Stanzas 1 & 2                 (Psalm 19) 

 

SECOND LESSON       I Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 

drink of one Spirit. 

     14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of 

many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 

not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 

the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the 

hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 

sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the 

body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single 

member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many 

members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 

no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need 

of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to 

be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body 

that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and 

our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 
24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 

God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 
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inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the 

body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 
26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 

is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

     27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 

it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 

healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of 

tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 

all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak 

in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Please stand. If you are able.   

All worshipers will sing the alleluia; the choir will sing the verse. 

 

 
 

The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor and to 

proclaim release to the captives.  

 

GOSPEL                           Luke 4:14-21 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to 

Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the 

surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and 

was praised by everyone. 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 

he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. 

He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 

was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 
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   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then 

he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.” 

 

The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 

                                                                                         ELW 726 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Empower bishops, pastors, deacons, 

teachers, evangelists, and all members of Christ’s body with your 

Spirit. Open our hearts to hear your word of life and respond in 

lives of service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

For the earth. For all creatures of the land, air, and water. Heal 

environments damaged by disaster or pollution. Make us wise 

stewards of all you have entrusted into our care. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For the nations. Liberate us from our captivity to fear and ways 

of violence. Free those who are unjustly imprisoned and those 

who are imprisoned for working for freedom. Give us vision to 

seek the pathways of peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

For those in need. Rescue those who suffer abuse or neglect. 

Bring an end to hunger and greed. Accompany those who are 

alone or vulnerable. Comfort those who grieve and all who are ill 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For this assembly. Bless those who proclaim your word and those 

who teach. Bless those whose talents are not recognized, and 

teach us to honor the gifts of all your people. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With thanksgiving, we remember those who have gone before us 

in the faith. Wipe away all tears and bring us with them into the 
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 joy of the resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

  

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM      “Sweet is the Name of Jesus”   - George F. Handel 

      

PRAYER                   Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and 

your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth 

and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 

might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  Almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of 

a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle 

of water turned into wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS         WOV S36  
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  Blessed 

are you for the birth of creation.  Blessed are you in the darkness 

and in the light.  Blessed are you for the promise to your people.  

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  Blessed are 

you for Mary’s openness to your will.  Blessed are you for your 

Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.  Christ has died.  Christ is 

risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling 
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among us, full of grace and truth.   We remember our new birth 

in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming.  

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
 

Come to the table.  Feast on God’s abundant life for you. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD       WOV S39  
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION      
 

“Pièce d’Orgue”                                          - Jacques N. Lemmens  
 

Please stand if you are able. 
PRAYER     

 

Let us pray.  We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your 

banqueting table with bread and wine beyond compare, the very 

life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may 

set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, 

and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 
  
SENDING HYMN              “In Christ There is No East or West”  

                                      Stanzas 1 & 4                           ELW 650 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

POSTLUDE                               
 

“Toccata for the Kyrie”                              - Girolamo Frescobaldi 
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