TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 10—FEBRUARY 17, 2019

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
4 Harper Clark
4 Kyle Stelly
10 Rose Mary Fowler
11 Kyndall Boudreaux
13 Kurt Estes
15 Chris Richter
17 Rolf Schulz
18 Carsand Williams
21 Jake Buysse
23 Colby Viator
26 Lori Lockwood
27 Elrita Eikenhorst

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

Fifth Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 10, 2019
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany
continues to highlight unlikely
instruments and circumstances
appointed to reveal the glory of the
Lord. “Who will go for us?” queries
the voice of the Lord. A man of
unclean lips, a former persecutor of
the church of God, and three
fishermen who couldn’t catch a
thing. More surprising still, perhaps,
is the fact that we are also called.

The Chancel Flowers for the
month of February are given by
Amber Wheatley and Caleb Hayes
in Memory of Amber’s father
Chuck Wheatley.
February 3, 2019
First Worship Service
Attendance: 42 Offering: $1205.00

Second Worship Service
Attendance: 22 Offering: $1355.00

Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: 5 Offering: $200.00
Online Offering: $270.50

TODAY
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Informational Meeting—10:00 am
Sunday School —10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
MONDAY FEBRUARY 11
Choir Practice—6:00 pm
Bells Practice—7:15 pm
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 12
Bible Study—10:00 am
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 13
Compassionate Friends—10:00 am
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 14
Valentine’s Day
Bible Study 10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale—1:00 pm—6:00 pm
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 15
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fantastic Friday—5:30 pm
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16
SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm
SUPER SALE Fellowship Hall—8:00 am—1:00 pm

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 17
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Informational Meeting—10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm
Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 24
Informational Meeting—10:00 am

MONTHLY SERVICE PROJECT
During the months of January, February,
and March, we will be collecting
non-perishable food items for the Bridge
City – Orangefield
Ministerial Alliance
and Orange Christian Services. Help us
help others!

Hymn Selections for Sunday,
February 10 – 5th Sunday after the
Epiphany
Each Sunday, hymns are chosen which
best reflect and reinforce the scripture
readings we hear in worship.
Those
readings are part of a three year cycle of
lessons which result in us hearing a
significant portion of the entire Bible
every three years.
This Sunday, the Old Testament reading
shares Isaiah’s vision of the Temple and
the image of God as ruler of all.
The
reading from Isaiah includes some of the
text of our first hymn, “Holy, Holy, Holy,
Lord God Almighty.” We are reminded of
God’s awesome majesty, the space God
occupies filled with singing heavenly
hosts – saints, seraphim, cherubim.
The Gospel recorded in Luke shares that
wonderful story of Jesus asking the soonto-be disciples to make one more pass
with their fishing nets, resulting in a
tremendous catch. That catch leads to
Jesus calling those fishermen to follow
him. The hymn, “You Have Come to the
Lakeshore,” reminds us we’ve been called,
just like the first disciples, to follow
Jesus, giving our hearts and hands to
serve others and to share the great, good
news of salvation.
The New Testament reading comes from
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. In
our reading from chapter 15, Paul very
concisely (which is unusual for Paul)
records our heritage of Christian faith, the
good news of God’s great and redeeming
love, and the grace we’ve received. We are
to continue to share it.
To that end, it’s
appropriate for us to reflect on grace and
love and what it means for us as
Christian people.
The hymn, “Amazing
Grace, How Sweet the Sound” is our final
hymn of the service; stanza 3 reminds us,
as we depart, we have or will face many
difficulties, but God has kept us safe and
grace will lead us on.
Hymns – old and new – provide us with
the opportunity to praise God, to reflect
on what it means to be called to serve,
and to further explore our understanding
of all that God is.

Cont.
YOU: For those we know who need support
(physical, spiritual, emotional, mental)
CHURCH: For pastors, church leaders, our own
church, local congregations, and the people of God
throughout the world
WORLD: For those who struggle daily to find food,
shelter, and water to live
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once
you were not a people, but now you are God’s
people; once you had not received mercy, but now
you have received mercy. -1 Peter 2:9-10 NRSV
Living our Baptism: Bible Studies: Five Gifts of Discipleship,
written by Robin McCullough-Bade May be reproduced for local,
non-sale use provided the copyright notice is included.
www.elca.org/faithpractices Copyright © 2017 Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS
We will be holding informational
meetings to discuss what is coming
up in our Congregational Meeting.
The meetings will be held after the
first service today and on February
17, 24 and March 3. Please join us in
the Fellowship Hall and see what we
have planned. This will give you the
opportunity to ask questions and to
give your input.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Our Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on March 10 after the
first service. It will be held in the
Fellowship Hall, near the kitchen.
Please mark your calendars and plan
to attend. This meeting provides an
update of all that has been happening
in our church for the past year. In
addition, the 2019 budget will be
presented and voted on as well a
number of new items for discussion.
It is important that everyone knows
what is happening as well as get an
opportunity to voice your opinion.

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Marge Becker,
Linda Bielecki,
Nancy Carlson,
Judy Colebrook,
Ann Duwe,
Dorothy Eckhardt,
Anita & Eddie Fox,
Bob Fox,
Robert Freeman,
Tammi Geren,
Iris Hughes,
Nora Klier,
Nancy Meek,
Rev. Paul Nichols,
Susan Neil,
Laura Rahja,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Beverley Swink,
Amiee Tait,
Grace Walhood.

SUPER SALE
On February 16, we
are having a SUPER
SALE. We will empty
all our storage areas
and give you the best available price
on all types of items—clothing,
household goods, furniture, yard
items, decorations. This will be from
8:00 am to 1:00 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. We can’t wait to give you this
great opportunity to buy, buy, buy!!!!!

CHECK OUT THE ORGAN
Come join us at one of the worship
services in Beaumont to hear the
organ there. The services are held on
February 17 and March 3. You can
come experience the type of organ that
we are looking at to possibly
purchase. We can car pool if anyone
wants to do so.

LIVING OUR BAPTISM … Five gifts of
discipleship
Live among God’s faithful people
A gift!
During the liturgy of Holy Baptism, the
presiding minister asks those gathered, “People
of God, do you promise to support and pray for
[the newly baptized] in their new life in Christ?”
The church responds, “We do, and we ask God
to help and guide us.” (Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, p. 228)
When the church is at its best, it abundantly
and graciously supports and prays for the
baptized and all people—both near and far. Most
of us grow in Christian maturity as we are
prayed up by the community of faithful
believers—those willing to share our burdens
and dance in our thanksgivings.
Living among God’s faithful people gives us
multiple opportunities to encourage each other
to choose a life of love and forgiveness—the way
of Christ Jesus. To live among God’s faithful
people is a gift extended to us by God at our
baptism. The church teaches us what it means
to be sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
1. Think about your baptism—either from your
own personal remembrances or from the stories
you have been told.
The body of Christ “There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is above all and
through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:4 NRSV) In
baptism, we become part of the church—the
body of Christ, the faithful people of God. Each
of us is an essential part of the body of Christ.
But at the same time, living among God’s
faithful people is a gift of great value to be
unwrapped and discovered until our final breath
on this earth. For in baptism, God unites us
with Jesus Christ and connects us to the body of
Christ, now and forever. The Holy Spirit gives us
this gift of the church whether we are baptized
as infants or at the age of 100.
2. How has your experiences of being part of a
church been a gift?
3. What might block the church from being a gift
to its members?
Indeed, a gift! Living among God’s faithful people
allows us to witness individuals confronting real
life situations—the joys and sorrows of life on
this earth. We learn by watching others live out
their baptism—through good and bad times.
The church reminds us of the hope of Easter
when we stand together at the grave of a loved
one, when we push back the powers of darkness
and light the candles of Christmas, when we
feed the hungry and clothe the naked, as well as
when we kneel for confession and rise again in
God’s amazing grace.
4. How does the church encourage you to be a
disciple of Christ?

Cont.
DIG DEEPER: Live among God’s faithful people
To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until all of us
come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of Christ.”
- Ephesians 4:12-13 NRSV
Live: Each morning when we wake to a new day,
we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. God has
created us and gives us breath to live. But there
is more to life than inhaling air. Jesus came to
give us a new life.
1. What does it mean to have a new life in Christ
Jesus?
Among The word among means to be
surrounded and in the midst of others. We are
to live in the midst of God’s faithful people.
2. How do you respond when a Christian wants
to follow Christ, but does not want to worship or
be active with a congregation?
3. Can a Christian be a Christian—alone?
God’s Faithful People
To live among God’s faithful people does not
mean literally to reside solely with other
Christians. Brothers and sisters in Christ come
in all shapes, shades, and sizes. They can be
our neighbors, classmates, co-workers, social
media friends, and extended family. The Holy
Spirit brings people in our lives to nurture our
faith as well as those who we are to encourage.
Hopefully, we are blessed by a church family,
where we gather for worship, fellowship,
education, and service.
Certainly, no church contains perfect people.
Even in the most united of congregations,
conflicts can arise. Relationships can get
strained. Thus, God’s faithful people not only
learn about forgiveness, grace, hospitality, and
love, but the church is where we practice our
faith as Christ instructs. Hopefully, the blessing
of being connected to the church far outweighs
any burdens.
STEWARD OF GOD’S GIFT A steward takes care
of that which belongs to another, including gifts
given by God. Rate yourself below on the scale.
How much do you live among God’s faithful
people?
Never___________Sometimes__________ Always
4. How might God be stirring you to expand your
current faith practice in this area?
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN: To live among God’s
faithful people?
5. What does it mean for you to live among God’s
faithful people?
6. When, if ever, has the church ever felt like a
burden?
7. How has being part of God’s faithful people
blessed your life?
REMEMBER THOSE IN PRAYER:
ME: For the faithful people of God who have
taught and encouraged me

