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Fourth Sunday in Lent  

March 31, 2019 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                     Variations on Herzlich tut mich verlangen   

- Timothy Flynn 

-  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the 

wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.  Amen. 
 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive 

God’s promise of mercy. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 

God at the margins, we have wandered far from your home; 

again and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of 

the world around us. We forget that you have saved your 

people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember 

the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your 

love overflows. Amen. 

 

God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert, God 

feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to 

meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ 

Christ, leading you from death into life. Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN      “God, When Human Bonds are Broken” 

(sung to tune, Galilee)                                                       ELW 603 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                      ELW S184 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the Cantor will sing the verses. 

 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this 

holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray 

to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord; let us 

pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 
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For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life 

and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray to 

the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord; let 

us pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                        
 

Let us pray. God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and 

you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us 

with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                       Joshua 5:9-12 
 
9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the 

disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

  10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the 

passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the 

plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day, 

they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched 

grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the 

land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of 

the land of Canaan that year. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  32 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

sing the psalm verses. 
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Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!  

Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is 

no guile! While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my 

groaning all day long.  For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my 

moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  REFRAIN 
 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said “I will 

confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; when 

the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.  You are my hiding-place; 

you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  

REFRAIN 

 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I  will guide 

you with my eye. Do not be like horse or mule which have no understanding; 

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” Great 

are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the 

Lord. Be glad you righteous and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy all who are 

true of heart.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                                    II Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 

view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of 

view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling 

the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are 

ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; 

we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our 

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse.             

 

 
 

I will arise and go to my father and say, “I have sinned against heaven  

and before you.”. 

 

GOSPEL                                       Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

The gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 

saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

  3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two 

sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 

share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 

property between them. 13A few days later the younger son 

gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he 

squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent 

everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, 

and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to 

one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 

that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But 

when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 

hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was 

still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he 

ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son 

said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 
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am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to 

his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 

him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the 

fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 

they began to celebrate. 

     25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 

approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one 

of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your 

brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 

because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became 

angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead 

with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years 

I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 

disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a 

young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when 

this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father 

said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 

yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 

yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 

found.’ ” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                                 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Our Father, We Have Wandered”                    

ELW 606 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
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maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our 

prayers for the church, for people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of abundant grace, guide your church to look upon people as 

you look upon them, with compassion and as deserving of mercy. 
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Shape us to be worthy ambassadors of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Bestow dignity on migrant and seasonal farm and factory workers. 

When the time comes for them to leave jobs, provide new ways for 

them to make a livelihood. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Inspire musicians and poets to point to your unfathomable beauty 

and creativity. Enhance our vision of your holiness through their 

works. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Protect and preserve all people who look to you to be their place of 

comfort and support, especially…  Be their respite from trouble, 

and give them hope. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Erase the pain of trauma and the shame and stigma of social 

contempt. Change the hearts of those who bully or mistreat others, 

and heal broken relationships. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Invite your whole company of saints into eternal, joyful feasting. 

When we question your abundant mercy, soften our hearts to 

receive the gifts of faith and love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways 

to your ways; through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM                              “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” 

- Gordon Young 

-  

OFFERING PRAYER      Those who are able shall stand. 
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Let us pray.  Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the 

land, and you provide for our every need. Receive our gifts of 

money, imagination, and labor, and transform them into a 

feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 

people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn:  

 

SANCTUS                                                                     ELW S190    
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for 

creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the 

earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the 

Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your 

people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise 

to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise 

to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for 

your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our 

table with your presence. With your holy ones of all times and 

places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 
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stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are 

welcomed home. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                   ELW S191  
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

Variations on Pange Lingua                                     - Ronald Arnatt 
“Of the Glorious Body Telling” 

 
Please stand 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us 

who brought nothing, turning our emptiness into joy. Filled with 

your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of 

reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and 

striving for peace among all people, in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN             “Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling” 

                                             ELW 608 

                                                                                               

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Orgelstück”                                               - Justin Heinrich Knecht 
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