
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

945 W. Round Bunch Rd., Bridge City, TX   77611 

 (409) 735-4573 

 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 26, 2019 

 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                 Variations on Houston        - Valerie Floeter 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the 

rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and 

you water the earth abundantly. Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers 

and streams bless you. All life is sustained by you, our Source. We praise 
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you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and 

raises us up to new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water 

of life, bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. Here, death is 

washed away forever. Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, with 

leaves for the healing of the world.  

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and 

throughout all creation. Cleanse us from our fears and drown our 

divisions. Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN              “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

                                        ELW 705 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                      ELW S140 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Bountiful God, you gather your people into your 

realm, and you promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us 
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with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love 

one another and the world you have made, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST LESSON                 Acts 16:9-15 
 
9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 

Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to 

Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we 

immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that 

God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.   

     11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 

Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to 

Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the 

sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 

supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke 

to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named 

Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the 

city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her 

heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and 

her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” 

And she prevailed upon us. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

ANTHEM        “This is My Father’s World”     - Michael Helman 

                                        Hand Bell Choir 
 

SECOND LESSON                  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

 



5 

 

10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, 

high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 

down out of heaven from God. 

     22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by 

day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the 

glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter 

it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only 

those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

     22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 

bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 

river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 

fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 

the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants 

will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no 

light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they 

will reign forever and ever. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        All worshipers will sing the Alleluia.   
The Choir will sing the acclamation. 

 

 
 

Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we 

will come to them and make our home with them. 

 

GOSPEL                John 14:23-29 
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The holy gospel, according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will 

keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to 

them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me 

does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 

but is from the Father who sent me. 

     25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But 

the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have 

said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do 

not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, 

‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you 

would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is 

greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so 

that when it does occur, you may believe.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”     

ELW 815 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Prevail upon us with your Spirit. Convince us daily that you have 

called us to proclaim the good news of your grace. Let all who love 

you proclaim your word of life. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 
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Feed us with the bounty of your creation. Bless the earth with 

enough rain and sunshine for the flourishing of orchards, gardens, 

and fields. Give us thankful hearts as we share the fruit of the land 

with all who hunger. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

The leaves of your tree of life are for the healing of the nations. 

Bring an end to civil war, genocide, terrorism, and violence. 

Overcome divisions of race, politics, and religion. Mend 

relationships across borders and across oceans.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Our hearts are troubled and afraid. Visit us again with your peace.  

Comfort those facing uncertain futures: those who are unemployed 

or underemployed, those in difficult relationships, those with 

chronic pain, those waiting for news about their health, and those 

who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

We give you thanks for all who have died in service to nation. 

Inspire us to walk in your light and to live for the sake of freedom 

and justice for your children. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Open the gates of salvation to all who are written in your book of 

life. Lead us into the city that needs no light of sun or moon, where 

you will be our light forever. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near 

to us with your saving help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM                      “If Ye Love Me”             - Thomas Tallis                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on 

the shore, meet us now in this meal. Nourish us to follow you, 

using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all 

for your love’s sake.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                     ELW S144b 
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 

holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the 

world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for 

his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 

accomplish all things for our salvation. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  Christ has died. Christ 

is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the  

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 

Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 

Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 

own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 

body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 

grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live 

as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 

saints. 
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To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 

glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the 

welcome table.  Alleluia! Come to the feast. 

 

LAMB OF GOD        ELW S146 
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

Variations on Ar Hyd y Nos                                     - Valerie Floeter  
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Let us pray.  Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness 

and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us.  Risen to 

new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 

the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                  “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”        

ELW 414 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Diapason Movement”                                               -  John Alcock 
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