TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
OCTOBER 6—OCTOBER 20, 2019

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Amanda Warden
4 Aaron Ruppel
4 Ronald Warden
5 Frances Boudreaux
6 Bradford Lanthier
9 Gary Deleon
9 Charles Hayes
12 William Hall
14 Mike Swink
18 Dorraine Babcock
26 Lisa Deleon
26 Pam Turner
28 Ronnie Moerbe
29 Dawsin Williams
29 Karol Woodcroft

Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost
October 6, 2019
A little faith goes a long way is our
Lord’s point in the gospel. A
mustard seed’s-worth has
miraculous potential. The patience,
tenacity, and endurance required for
the life of faith are the blessings
received in water and the word (holy
baptism), bread and wine (holy
communion), the word read and
proclaimed in this assembly.
Anticipate them. Receive them with
thanksgiving.
The Chancel Flowers for the
month of October are given by
Amanda and Ronald Warden in
honor of cancer survivors and
fighters.

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

No temptation has overtaken you except
what is common to mankind. And God is
faithful; he will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But
when you are tempted, he will also provide
a way out so that you can endure it.
(ICor 2:13)

September 29, 2019
First Worship Service
Attendance: 41 Offering: $1285.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 19 Offering: $275.00
Online Giving: $0

TODAY
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 amBeaumont Worship—3:00 pm
MONDAY OCTOBER 7
Orange Bible Study—12:00 pm
Choir Practice—6:00 pm
Bell Practice—7:15 pm
TUESDAY OCTOBER 8
Bible Study in Bridge City - 10:00 am
Information Meeting—1:00 pm
THURSDAY OCTOBER 10
Bible Study in Bridge City - 10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale - 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
FRIDAY OCTOBER 11
Some Other Place—10:30—1:00 pm
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

SATURDAY OCTOBER 12
SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am - 1:00 pm

SUNDAY OCTOBER 13
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship —10:00 am
Sunday School—10:15 am
Information Meeting—10:00 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Confirmation—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
TUESDAY OCTOBER 15
Information Meeting—6:00 pm
SUNDAY OCTOBER 20
Congregational Meeting —10:15 am
TUESDAY OCTOBER 23
Gumbo Meal Fundraiser—11:00 pm
PRAYERFULLY EXAMINE AND
CHALLENGE YOURSELF!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
PROPERTY PLANS
A called Congregational Meeting is set
for Sunday, October 20 at 10:00 am in
the Fellowship Hall. This meeting will
be to vote on the plans for the Church
property:
1) renovating the parsonage into a
facility that would accommodate a
Mother’s Day Out (MDO) program
beginning in the Fall of 2020 and
eventually a Pre-K School in the Fall of
2021; these programs would be owned
and operated by David & Danielle
Gonzales who would rent the facilities
from the church;
2) funding and building the new
addition which would include space
for the Seek & Find Resale Shop, a
Community Life Center, three
educational rooms for Sunday School
and MDO/Pre-K School, and a new
Church Office;
the entire building
would be constructed and weathered
in with the Seek & Find Resale Shop
to be completely finished out and
operational in 2020; the remaining
building would be finished out to be
ready for the school year of 2021.
There will be three Information
Meetings: Tuesday, October 8, at 1:00
pm; Sunday, October 13, at 10:15 am;
and Tuesday, October 15, at 6:00 pm.
Please plan to attend one of those
meetings and the Congregational
Meeting and prayerfully discern the
Lord’s vision for Good Shepherd.
If you have questions, please speak to
a Church Council Member, a Building
Team Member, or the Church Office.

For Christians, to be generous is to be
conformed not just to Christ but also to
the loving divine Parent, whose
sacrificial self-gift into the world makes
possible human fellowship in the divine
life; “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in him should not
perish but have everlasting life” (John
3:16). The apostle Paul regarded
generosity (as expressed in the gifts of
other Christian churches to the
Jerusalem church) as a proof of the
genuine character of Christian love. For
Paul, this love is exemplified by Christ
who, “though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor” (2 Corinth. 8.9).
Generosity involves giving beyond one’s
means, though Paul also notes that
those now giving out of their
abundance may at some point be in
need and be the recipients of the
generosity of others. [Part 3 next week]
BRIDGE CITY NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Last Tuesday, we participated in the
Bridge City National Night Out held at
the BC Park. Between 1500 and 2000
people attended and met their
neighbors/local companies/churches.
We want to thank our Gumbo Queens
Pat Sherwood and Donna Lanthier for
cooking the delicious gumbo that was
handed out. Thank you to Pastor Paul
for preparing his special recipe for
Trash to hand out. Thanks go to Ann
Hall, Charles Hall, Caleb Hayes,
Charles Hayes, Brad Lanthier, Carol
Ann Nichols, and Chuck Sherwood for
doing other necessary chores to make
this a successful event.

GUMBO MEAL FUNDRAISER
We are having a Gumbo Meal
Fundraiser on Wednesday, October 23.
This is one of our best fundraisers and
we would love to have any assistance
that you can offer to make this great
again! Please let the office know if you
can help. And don’t forget—buying the
meals is a help!

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Marge Becker,
Nancy Carlson,
Judy Colebrook,
Ann Duwe,
Tammi Geren,
Tammy Hanusch,
Caleb Hayes,
Shawn Hickman,
Iris Hughes,
Roy Kitchens,
Darrell Lowe,
Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Susan Neil,
Mark Norville,
Darrell Pierce,
Maxine Pierce,
Mike Rahja,
The Family of Martha Royall,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Beverley Swink,
Amiee Tait,
and Khris Taylor, Jr.

SERVICE PROJECT
Our monthly service project for
October is Collecting Baby Items.
Please bring all things baby to the
church and put them in the box in the
Narthex.

BUILDING FUND
Approximate cost: $800,000.00
Collected: $10,992.00
Pledge: $200,000.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!
Remember this—you can’t serve God
and Money, but you can serve God
with money.
Selwyn Hughes, English pastor and author

What is Generosity? [Part 2]
The Science of Generosity Usage
For our purposes, we use the word
generosity to refer to the virtue of
giving good things to others freely and
abundantly.
Generosity
thus
conceived is a learned character trait
that involves both attitude and
action—entailing as a virtue both an
inclination or predilection to give
liberally and an actual practice of
giving liberally.
Generosity is therefore not a random
idea or haphazard behavior but
rather, in its mature form, a basic,
personal, moral orientation to life.
Furthermore, in a world of moral
contrasts, generosity entails not only
the moral good expressed but also
many vices rejected (selfishness,
greed, fear, meanness).
Generosity also involves giving to
others not simply anything in
abundance but rather giving those
things that are good for others.
Generosity always intends to enhance
the true wellbeing of those to whom it
gives.
What exactly generosity gives can be
various things: money, possessions,
time, attention, aid, encouragement,
emotional availability, and more.
Generosity, to be clear, is not
identical to pure altruism, since
people can be authentically generous
in part for reasons that serve their
own interests as well as those of
others. Indeed, insofar as generosity
is a virtue, to practice it for the good
of others also necessarily means that
doing so achieves one’s own true,
long–term good as well.
And so generosity, like all of the
virtues, is in people’s genuine
enlightened self-interest to learn and
practice.
The Roots of Generosity:
A Brief Cultural History

The virtue of generosity has been
central throughout the Western
tradition, though not always under
that name. In order to grasp its
ongoing significance, it is vital to place
generosity within a broader context of
reflection on hospitality, liberality,
love, and charity. We discover in short
order that pondering the nature of
generosity has most often involved
fundamental
religious
questions
concerning the nature of humanity,
God,
and
the
human-divine
relationship. Sustaining the intelligibility and possibility of the virtue of
generosity into the future will require
something at least as powerful as
these inherited contexts of meaning
and justification.
The special place of the virtue of
hospitality throughout the Middle
East has often been noted. The Arab/
Islamic
tradition
in
particular
emphasizes that the faithful have a
duty to God to show generous
hospitality towards the stranger,
offering them shelter and the best
food and drink available. This virtue
has deep historical roots, as is
witnessed by the Hebrew Bible. It is
exemplified in Abraham’s eagerness to
host
the
three
strangers
who
approach his tent in the wilderness,
strangers whom the text identifies as
Yahweh appearing to Abraham. In
showing hospitality to strangers,
Abraham has thus honored God and
has been enabled to hear God’s
covenantal promise of a son in his old
age. Aliens, together with widows,
orphans, and the poor, are lifted up
for special moral attention, and the
Israelites are repeatedly reminded that
“you were strangers in the land of
Egypt.” Thus, care for those marginal
to the community and thus in danger
of
being
excluded
from
basic
resources, is mandated both as a
response to the needs of those
persons and as a response to God’s
salvific care for the people of Israel.

