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WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE          

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our 

ancestors, the host of this meal, the builder of the city that is to 

come.  Amen. 
 

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us 

confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God our helper, we confess the many ways we have failed to live 

as your disciples. We have not finished what we began. We 

have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. We have been 

captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious God. 

Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life 

you have chosen for us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in 

these promises: God will never leave you or forsake you. You who 

were lost have been found. For the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 

Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                    “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

          ELW 504 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                        ELW S99 

 

 



3 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your 

Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy 

Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 

against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church 

your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST LESSON                              Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 

will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, 

or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 46 
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Worshipers will sing the refrain as indicated below.   

 

 
 

SECOND LESSON                              Romans 3:19-28 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human 

being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, 

for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

     21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God 

put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his 
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divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? 

By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a 

person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        All worshipers will sing the Alleluia.   
The Choir will sing the acclamation. 

 

 
 

If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples and you will know the 

truth, and the truth will make you free. 

 

GOSPEL               John 8:31-36 
 

The holy gospel, according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 

in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the 

truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We 

are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 

What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 

permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “That Priceless Grace”    ELW 591 
 

THE NICENE’ CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
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and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy 

Spirit living in us, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God, our refuge and strength, you make all things new. Reform 

your church so that our life together bears witness to your 

unmerited love. Free us from sin and write the law of love on our 

hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Reform our relationships with you, with one another, and with all 

creation. Restore this good earth, the home you entrust to our care. 

Enrich soils, cleanse waters, and purify the air. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bring an end to war and to the violence that shakes the nations and 

worries your people. When voices of fear threaten to overwhelm 

us, fill the earth with your peace and strength. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Be the present help of those suffering the tumult of illness, 

poverty, abandonment, and uncertainty. Bring your calm and 

healing to those in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

In this community, O Lord, we are all sinners and saints. In our 

dealings with one another and in our witness in the world, help us 

trust in your mercy, freely offering others what you give us. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember before you those who have died in Christ and now 

live in the fullness of salvation. We trust your presence now even 
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as we wait for your glory to be revealed. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your 

loving hands. We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERING 

 

ANTHEM       “If You Continue in My Word”   - Donald Busarow 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER      Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  God our provider, we bring nothing into this world 

and we can take nothing out of it.  Accept the gifts you have first 

given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the 

offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is 

life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS                     ELW S108 
 

 

 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, you have brought us this far 

along the way.  In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but 

guided us into the path of love and light.  In every age you sent 

prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity.  The 

cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for 

justice is your own desire.  In the fullness of time, you sent your 

chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread 

with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to 

prejudice and sin. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for  

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

 for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  Christ has died. Christ 

has risen.  Christ will come again. 
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Send your Holy Spirit to fill the hearts of all who share this bread 

and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all 

the world.   Join our prayers and praise with the prophets and 

martyrs of every age, that rejoicing in the hope of resurrection, we 

might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.  Through him, 

with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place 

at the feast. 
 

LAMB OF GOD        ELW S112 
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“ 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER        Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to 

face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have 

been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and 

bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen.   

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                                 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” 

                                                                   ELW 517 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

“ 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

 Gospel acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter and Gospel Acclamations,  

Thomas Pavelchko, © copyright 2007, St. James Music Press, used with permission. 

 

Psalm 46, from Two Psalm Settings. Joseph A. Genito, OSA, arranged by Sandra Eithun, copyright ©2016 ChoristersGuild.  

 All rights reserved.  Represented for congregational use by permission of the publisher.  

. 


