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Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

November 17, 2019 
 

WELCOME    
 

PRELUDE              Variations on Helmsley            - Nancy Raabe 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, healer of our every ill, 

source of unending mercy.  Amen. 

 

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to 

God, confessing the truth about ourselves. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, we come before you, beloved but broken. We 

have not always treated others as we would want them to treat 
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us. We have not always called out injustice and abuse. We have 

not always been kind to ourselves. We have not always taken 

care of the world we share with other living creatures. Remind 

us of who we are, beloved children bathed in your love. Renew 

us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, bringing healing 

to the brokenness around us. Amen. 

 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, 

renewed by the Spirit within and among you, and made alive again 

in Christ. Receive this assurance in Jesus’ name: you are ☩ 

forgiven and freed to live for the healing of the world. Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN              “On Jordan’s Stormy Bank I Stand” 

          ELW 437  
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                        ELW S99 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without 

you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your 

mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 

through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST LESSON                                   Malachi 4:1-2a 

 
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 

arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall 

burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 

neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun 

of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 98 
All worshipers will sing the refrain as indicated; the choir will chant the psalm. 

 

 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  With his right 

hand and his holy arm has he won for himself the victory.  The Lord has made 

known his victory; his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the 

nations.  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, and all 

the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  REFRAIN 

 

Shout with joy to the Lord all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice and sing.  

Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.  With 

trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king the Lord.  Let 
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the sea make a noise and all that is in it, the lands those who dwell therein.  

REFRAIN 

 

Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 

when he comes to judge the earth.  In righteousness shall he judge the world and 

the peoples with equity.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                     II Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and 

not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7For you 

yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle 

when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread 

without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and 

day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because 

we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to 

imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this 

command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear 

that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing 

any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord 

Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        All worshipers will sing the Alleluia.   
The Choir will sing the acclamation. 

 

 
 

Stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.  .  

 

GOSPEL                  Luke 21:5-19 
 

The holy gospel, according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned 

with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As 

for these things that you see, the days will come when not one 

stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be 

the sign that this is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware 

that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and 

say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; 

for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow 

immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great 

earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there 

will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

  12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute 

you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you 

will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 
13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your 

minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you 

words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 

withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and 

brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to 

death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a 

hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain 

your souls.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

                                                                                           ELW 435 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

United with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, when we question the future, you reveal the hope of 

victory through your Son, Jesus Christ. Give us the wisdom to rely 

on your words and the courage to witness to your love and 

faithfulness. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God our joy, the seas and the hills shout your praise. Inspire us to 

sing a joyful song to you as we work to preserve and protect your 

marvelous creation. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God our ruler, you judge the world with righteousness and the 

people with equity. Grant perseverance to world leaders and 

elected officials, so that they never grow weary in doing what is 

right. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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Gracious God, you offer peace to fearful hearts. Heal the hurts of 

all those who suffer injustice and persecution, those who spend 

months and years in prisons and in hospitals, and for anyone in 

need today (especially). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God our song, thank you for worship leaders, artists, and musicians 

who create works of praise and prayer. Guide them in their 

leadership, and empower them to lift up new voices and works of 

art among the assembly. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Everlasting God, as we await the dawn of the new heaven and the 

new earth, we give thanks for your beloved who have died in 

Christ.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Rejoicing in hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, 

trusting that you have received them in your care.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERING 

 

ANTHEM                     “Prayer for Peace”          - David Cherwein 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER      Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  God our creator, you give us all we are, all we have, all we 

bring, and all we need. Draw us together around your table with all 

your saints on earth and in your eternal home. Let us eat and drink 

your promise of new life, that we might be your promise to the 

world, spoken in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                     ELW S108 

 

 

 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, you have brought us this far 

along the way.  In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but 

guided us into the path of love and light.  In every age you sent 

prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity.  The 

cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for 

justice is your own desire.  In the fullness of time, you sent your 

chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread 

with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to 

prejudice and sin. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  Christ has died.  

Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Send your Holy Spirit to fill the hearts of all who share this bread 

and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all 

the world.   Join our prayers and praise with the prophets and 

martyrs of every age, that rejoicing in the hope of resurrection, we 

might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.  Through him, 

with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

God keeps adding places to the table. Come to the banquet that has 

no end! 
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LAMB OF GOD        ELW S112 
 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“The Lightener of the Stars”                               - Robert B. Farlee 

Geralyn Trahan, soloist 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER        Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  We thank you, God our host, for inviting us here to 

taste the future when you will feed all the hungry at your table. 

Keep this hope alive in us and in our communities, so that we 

might bring hope to a suffering world, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                “Awake, O Sleeper, From the Dead” 

                                                                   ELW 452 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Christe, der du bist Tag und Licht”                    - Johann Pachelbel 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

  Psalm 98 and Gospel acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko, 
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Do Not Be Terrified 

“What’s this world coming to?” The circumstances that call forth this question 

are different for different people, but the question occurs to nearly all of us at 

some point in our lives. Maybe it is the lack of civil discourse we see among our 

leaders, or reports of climate change, or wars and rumors of wars. Maybe it is 

just that young people seem so different from the way older people were at their 

age. We shake our heads. What is happening? 

The gospel reading for this Sunday speaks comfort and encouragement to people 

who feel powerless in the face of huge changes. Jesus speaks of the temple’s 

destruction, earthquakes, famines, and plagues. Closer to home, he predicts 

persecution and betrayal perpetrated by those closest to his followers. 

Yet even as he speaks of such a future, Jesus also says, “Do not be terrified” 

(Luke 21:9). He promises words and wisdom for those who are persecuted, and 

he speaks of a time on the other side of all these dangers when his own dear 

ones will be safe, from the hairs of their head to the depth of their souls. 

Nearly everything Jesus describes happening to his followers happens first to 

him: he is arrested, imprisoned, and brought before Herod and Pilate. He is 

betrayed by one of the twelve and denied by another. Through all of it, he keeps 

faith with the one he calls his Father. In the end, he commends his spirit into that 

one’s hands. The Father keeps faith with the Son as well, raising him from the 

dead. 

The world in general, as well as our individual lives, can be very frightening. 

When we are afraid, Jesus gives us himself as the example of trusting God in all 

things. When we fail to act out of trust like his, still he is there, redeeming us 

and our future from fear. The Living One will lead us into life. 


