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First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2019 
 

WELCOME    
 

PRELUDE         Variations on Rejoice, Rejoice        - Mark Sedio 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the parent who rouses us 

from slumber, the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 

the deliverer who sets us free. Amen. 
 

Let us come before the living God in confession. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open 

our hearts to you, O God.  Search us and know us. Reveal all 
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that we keep inside.  To you, O God, we confess our sins, 

known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in 

your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the 

radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the 

righteous judge who has mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the 

waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the river of life.  

Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all 

creation. Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are 

forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, 

☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                      “Savior of the Nations, Come” 

          ELW 263 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND GREETING 
The first candle is lit as we pray. 

 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform 

weapons of war into implements of planting and harvest and to 

teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far 

gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. As we light the 

first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your 

light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path 

of peace.  O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the 

Lord. Amen. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                            ELW S184 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the Cantor will sing the verses. 
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For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this 

holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray 

to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord; let us 

pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life 

and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord; let us pray to 

the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord; let 

us pray to the Lord.  REFRAIN 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 

merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of 

our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST LESSON                                         Isaiah 2:1-5 

 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
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 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  122 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.   The choir will 

present the psalm text. 

 
 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  Now our 

feet are standing within your gates O Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is built as a city 

that is at unity with itself; to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the 

assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.  For there are the thrones of 

judgment, the thrones of the house of David.  REFRAIN 

 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  “May they prosper who love you.  Peace be 

within your walls and quietness within your towers.  For my brethren and 

companions’ sake, I pray for your prosperity.  Because of the house of the Lord 

our God, I will seek to do you good.”   REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                                Romans 13:11-14 
 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 

for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 

when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. 
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Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        All worshipers will sing the Alleluia.   
The Choir will sing the acclamation. 

 
 

Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. 

 

GOSPEL          Matthew 24:36-44 
 

The holy gospel, according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one 

knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came 

and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will 

be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not 

know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if 

the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 

let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                       “Awake! Awake, and Greet” 

                                                                                           ELW 242 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join 

with the church throughout the world, praying for all who are in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church and its leaders, and for all who work for the unity of 

the gospel; that the compassion of Christ break down all divisions, 

let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the well-being of creation, for mountains and hills, lakes and 

rivers, snow and sunshine, plants and animals, and for all who care 

for the earth; that God raise up stewards to protect this good 

creation, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

For peace among nations, for those who lead all levels of 

government, for judges and magistrates, and for those who speak 

for the voiceless; that all are treated with equity and fairness, let us 

pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those who are anxious and worried, for the sick and bereaved, 

for the homeless and imprisoned, for those in any need 

(especially); that the compassion shown by Christ be embodied in 

caregivers and advocates, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those who gather for word and sacrament, for those who travel, 

and for our holiday preparations; that in all our activities we give 

thanks to the Lord, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for those who have died and are at rest; that their 

witness to the gospel serve as examples of living the life of faith, 

let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
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Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud 

and those known only to you, and grant us peace through Jesus 

Christ, our coming Savior.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERING 

 

ANTHEM                         “Prepare Ye”                 - Eugene Butler 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER       
Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts 

that you have already given to sustain our lives and to share with 

others.  Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is 

in it, and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you 

prepare for all who hunger.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you 

will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 

the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                       ELW 193a 
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are 

you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in 

the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed 

are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for 

Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying:This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died.  Christ is  

risen. Christ will come again. 
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 

us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death 

and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 

meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill 

us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table.  Feast at the banquet of 

hope and love. 

 

LAMB OF GOD          ELW 195 
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Open Now, My Heart”                           - Johann Sebastian Bach 

Hannah Meyer, soloist 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER        Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this 

holy meal you have invited us to feast with you and one another. 

May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words 

and our work in your name invite others into your bountiful 

grace. Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, even 

as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                       “Soon and Very Soon” 

                                                                                           ELW 439 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme”                  - Franklin Ashdown 
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Hurry! Hurry! Slow! Slow! 

“Yalla! Yalla! Hurry!” shouted Yusef in a friendly, if impatient, order to 

his laggardly collection of travelers. He was their Palestinian guide. His 

Arabic “Yalla! Yalla!”—a plea as predictable as breath itself—urged 

them with the honking determination of a mother goose prodding 

disoriented goslings. Through the old city’s ancient labyrinth of streets, 

shopkeepers’ cries of “Schwei! Schwei!” (“Slow! Slow!”) prefaced their 

own seductive plea for these same travelers to come in and spend. But 

the shopkeepers’ mixed hopes of calculating and managing the day and 

its hours were lost in the fray of “yalla” and “schwei.”  About the day 

and the hour no one knows. 

Predictions are pointless, Jesus tells his disciples. What they wanted to 

know, he says, neither angels nor even the Son could tell them. Upon 

their first hearing, these words of Jesus may whistle by, their sharp edge 

of warning falling on the dull side of awareness. In our attempts to 

manage the unknown, we miss the unexpectedness of the Son of Man’s 

coming. 

Jesus’ cosmic alert, among the last of his teachings before his death in 

Jerusalem, leads the church’s Advent procession toward his very earthly 

birth in Bethlehem. Jesus’ coming to us is beyond our attempts to 

manage, exempt from schedules, and unaffected by our pleas. “Yalla! 

Yalla! Schwei! Schwei!” To no avail. 

Yet, we are still prompted to be ready for the unknown. How can that 

puzzle be solved? Only fools and charlatans compute the hours that even 

angels cannot assign. The answer to the divine riddle will not be revealed 

by asking “When?” Perhaps the question is “How?” Or, better yet, we 

may begin with “Where?” The rough and ragged chill of a Bethlehem 

stable is a good place to begin . . . a clue for the mystery ahead. 
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