TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 15 —DECEMBER 22, 2019

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 Barbara Brown
5 Jennifer Buysse
5 Mathis Gonzales
8 Jan Ruppel
9 Ann Hall
10 Luke Buysse
11 Maye Hanson
12 Karri Stelly
17 Carol Ann Nichols
17 Brandon Warden
18 Dorothy Eckhardt
21 Ryleigh Moerbe
25 Sharon Proellochs
26 John Babcock
30 Peyton Sappington
31 Jean Spitznagle

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2019
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s
worship. Isaiah announces that the desert
shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points
to the unexpected and transforming signs
of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the
coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his
presence among us this day: in word and
holy supper, in church and in our homes,
in silent reflection and in works of justice
and love. We pray that God would open our
eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s
advent among us.

The Chancel Flowers for the
month of December are given by
Martha Zoch and Carl Owen in
thanksgiving to God for His many
blessings.
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OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

The fear of man bringeth a snare: but
whoso putteth his trust in the LORD
shall be safe.” (Pr. 29:25)

December 8, 2019
First Worship Service
Attendance:44 Offering: $1004.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 30 Offering: $620.00
Online Giving $.00

TODAY
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Fellowship—10:00 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 a
Church Council—12:15 pm
Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm
MONDAY DECEMBER 16
Beaumont Bible Study—Nancy Meek
home—10:00 am
Choir 6:00 pm
Bells 7:15 pm
TUESDAY DECEMBER 17
Bible Study in Bridge City - 10:00 am
Pizza and Santa—6:00 pm
THURSDAY DECEMBER 19
Bible Study in Bridge City - 10:00 am
SEEK & FIND Resale - 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
FRIDAY DECEMBER 20
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fantastic Friday—5:30 pm—7:30 pm

SATURDAY DECEMBER 21
SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am - 1:00 pm

SUNDAY DECEMBER 22
Sack Lunch Ministry
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
Fellowship—10:00 am
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
TUESDAY DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve Service—5:45
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 25

CHRISTMAS DAY
GUMBO
For anyone who did not get some of
our delicious gumbo, we have a few
frozen quarts/pints to sell. A quart is
$12.00 and a pint is $6.00. Please let
the office know if you wish to
purchase any.

(U) - Understand their difficulty
instead of downplaying it

“Scorn has broken my heart and
has left me helpless; I looked for
sympathy, but there was none,
for comforters, but I found
none” (Psalm 69:20).
Ignoring the difficulty may not build
someone up especially if they are struggling. Sometimes avoiding the tough
conversation can make their situation
worse because they can’t find empathy.
As believers we can ask God for wisdom
to give a word of encouragement even in
the worst of days. Our response should
be sympathetic and grounded in the
love of Christ.

(P) - Press towards the positive

“Anyone who is among the living
has hope—even a live dog is
better off than a dead
lion!” (Ecclesiastes 9:4).
Hope is for everyone who is alive even
when their situations may be incredibly
overwhelming. There is hope in Christ
for every hardship on earth. God has
the power to turn every evil act into an
opportunity to reveal His grace, mercy,
and strength to those who call on Him.
We must press our way towards the
hope of Christ at every opportunity.

Let the building process begin!

“Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing” (1
Thessalonians 5:11).
People are around us every day at
work, church, school, and even in our
homes. Many of these same people are
struggling every day by the words and
actions of other people. Most of them
are still hearing the hurtful words from
their childhood. It is the grace of God
that gives us what we need to overcome
our own difficulty and become a source
of encouragement to the hurting.
Spend time praying and asking God to
reveal who you can build up today!
Resources – New International Version Bible, The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblca, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide

(I) - Instill the word of God when the
opportunity arises

“The precepts of the Lord are
right, giving joy to the
heart” (Psalm 19:8).
God’s word has answers for every
situation in life. As believers we are
given insight to the scriptures that can
help strengthen and encourage other
people. A wise person won’t use the
scriptures as a weapon to beat people
down with, but rather as a gentle
guidance leading the down-trodden
towards a way of hope.
(L) - Listen carefully to what
they are saying

“My dear brothers and sisters,
take note of this: Everyone
should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become
angry” (James 1:19).
Although we may think we have the
perfect answer or comment to build
someone up, many times it would be
best to let them share first what’s on
their heart and mind. We should strive
towards patience and self-control while
trusting in God to reveal His will in
time.
Sometimes
our
strongest
encouragement is done without us
saying a word and just listening.
(D) - Demonstrate encouragement
with your attitude and actions

“For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of
light”
(Ephesians
5:8).
Whether or not people share with us
about what they think of us, the light
of Christ can’t be hid even in the
darkest places on earth. How we relate
to those who are harsh, judgmental, or
unfair reveals how close we are to God.
The Spirit of God will equip us to deal
with adversity in such a way that
people around us are encouraged
either in their faith or towards living a
life of faith.

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Edith Babcock,
Marge Becker,
Nancy Carlson,
Reid Caruthers,
Judy Colebrook,
Charles Darden,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Tammi Geren,
Tammy Hanusch,
Shawn Hickman,
Iris Hughes,
Cathy Knuth,
Amber Jennings,
Mary Mazoch,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Susan Neil,
Mark Norville,
Maxine Pierce,
Mike Rahja,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Buddy Stelter,
Grant Stewart,
Beverley Swink,
and Khris Taylor, Jr.

SERVICE PROJECT
Our monthly service projects for
DECEMBER are Angel Tree children
and Shut-in Gifts. All Angel Tree gifts
were handed out on Friday. Thank you!

BUILDING FUND
Approximate cost: $800,000.00
Collected: $22,402.00
Pledge: $205,000.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!

CHRISTMAS PARADE/OPEN
HOUSE
We want to offer up a big THANK
YOU!!!! To everyone who helped build
the float, participated in the parade
and manned the Open House. Those
in particular are Kathy Viator,
Nathan and Jake Buysse, Lisa and
Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb
Hayes, Donna Lanthier, Carol Ann
Nichols, Pat Sherwood, Karri Stelly,
Grace Walhood, and Pastor Paul.
Our youth riders were Cody, Dean,
Luke and Max Buysse, Charles
Hayes, Brody Knight, Emma
Marshall, Kaden Stelly, Brandon
Warden and his friend Garrett.

NEED INFORMATION?
Would you like to see what decisions
are made in Church Council? Would
you like to see a Financial Report?
Questions? Please email or call the
church office to get on the list to get
that information sent you to in the
form most appropriate for you.
In addition, your Church Council will
be happy to help: President Caleb
Hayes, Susan Beard, Ann Hall, Lisa
Reeves, Pat Sherwood, Grace
Walhood or J Woodcroft.

HELP
The Seek and Find Resale Shop needs
volunteers to help on Tuesdays with
sorting, folding and organizing the
items in the shop. Please let Grace or
the office know if you can help.
Thanks!

7 Christian Tips for Building
Others Up
by CRYSTAL MCD O WELL

“Whoever refreshes others will be
refreshed” (Proverbs 11:25)
All of us will experience a difficult
season of our lives. We will know
what’s like for someone to encourage
us. We may also know what’s like to
find ourselves digging further into the
ground of our sadness.

Knowing this, every believer should
strive to be a source of encouragement
for those God has placed around
them. It’s not difficult to build others
up especially since we have been given
the fruit of the Spirit through Jesus
Christ. We encourage others even
when our own situations are tough
because we enter into every day with a
thankful heart and the presence of
God. Use the following acronym of B-U
-I-L-D-U-P to
be
a
source
of encouragement to those around
you:
(B) - Be warm and
inviting from the heart
“A cheerful heart is good medicine,
but a crushed spirit dries up the
bones” (Proverbs 17:22).
When we take the time for consistent
prayer
and
Bible
study—God’s
presence rubs off on us. Our arrival in
the home, work, school, or neighborhood should usher in a spirit of peace
and joy because we are children of the
King. We need to become more aware
of whether our presence invites people
towards us or turns them away.
(U) - Use your gifts from the Holy
Spirit for discernment
“The Spirit searches all things, even
the deep things of God. For who
knows a person’s thoughts except
their own spirit within them?”
(1 Corinthians 2:10-11).
The Lord knows everything within and
around every person walking on the
earth at every single moment. Since
we are connected to the Holy Spirit, we
can pray for discernment on strategic
opportunities to encourage other
people. Pray even in the midst of a
conversation that God will quicken our
minds with the right words for the
perfect moment.

