
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

5 Audrey Zeto 

15 Chris Sappington 

15 Nick Zeto 

16 Kelli Corkran 

17 Peter Miller 

18 Philip Caruthers 

18 Carter Trahan 

19 Dorothy Schwarzlose 

19 Bob Wilson 

20 Ed Reeves 

26 Robert Stelter 

30 Miles Gonzales 

30 Kathy Viator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 
A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 

  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
JANUARY 19—JANUARY 26, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday After Epiphany 

January 19, 2019 

 

Today’s gospel opens with further 

reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is 
the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world and the one 
anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy 
we come and see Christ revealed 

among us in word and meal. We go 
forth to invite others to come and 

worship the Holy One and to receive 
the gifts of grace and peace made 
known among us. 
 

The Chancel Flowers for the month 
of January are given by Shirley    
Berwick and Robin Perkins in 
memory of James Berwick, who 
passed away January 13, 2018. 

 
 

 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoices in God my Sav-

ior,  for he has looked on the humble 
estate of his servant. (Lk. 1:46-48) 

 
January 12, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance:33 Offering: $1232.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 29 Offering: $390.00 

 

MTD Income: $5,073.70 
MTD Expenses:  $5,985.00 

YTD Income: $5,073.70 

YTD Expenses:  $5,985.00 
 

             

   
 
 



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship—10:00 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council—12:15 pm 

Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm 

 

MONDAY JANUARY 20 
 

Orange Bible Study—12:00 pm—1:00 pm 

Choir  6:00 pm 

Bells  7:15 pm 

 

TUESDAY JANUARY 21 
 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

 

THURSDAY JANUARY 23 
 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Dining Out—Rodair Roadhouse, Pt Arthur 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY JANUARY 24 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fantastic Friday—5:30 pm—7:30 pm 

 

SATURDAY JANUARY 25 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 

SUNDAY JANUARY 26 
 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

Fellowship—10:00 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

We are so excited that instead of the 

anticipated <$23,216.28> in our 2019 
Net Income, we had <$14,418.40> in 
Net Income. So we actually did better 

with our negative budget than we 
were expecting. The tithing was down 

by only 3.7%. Our total income was 
up 2.8% and the expenses were down 
2.1%.  God continues to bless this 

congregation with wonderful people 
and resources to flourish this church. 

 

  

Jesus, calling him the Messiah.  This 

chain reaction begun two thousand 
years ago has not stopped.   

 
Disciples who are connected to Jesus 
tell others about him.  They cannot 

hoard the good news.  Instead, they 
want others to participate in that good 
news 

  5. Give examples of helping other     
disciples to grow in faith.  
6. What is it like to help a new      
Christian learn about Jesus?  
7. If you have not had that experience, 
why not?  
8. What needs to happen in your life to 
free you to share with others about   
Jesus?  

 

The primary image of Jesus in this 
text is the Lamb of God.  A lamb is 
considered an innocent animal which 

still needs protection.  Yet, Jesus as 
God’s lamb is freely given in the hands 

of the enemy to be sacrificed.  Jesus 
dies in order to take away the sins of 
the world.  Those sins include each of 

our sins.    
9. How is life different knowing Jesus 
had died for you?  
10. How is life different knowing your 
sins are forgiven in Jesus Christ?  
 

Prayer 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 

the world.  Have mercy on us.  Amen.  

 
Dig Deeper 

Isaiah 49:1-7  
 last word 

Take a walk  
and ponder what it means to you for 

Jesus to have taken away your sins. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin 
McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2007 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale 

use provided the above copyright notice is included. 

www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship 



 

  

 word among us 
The congregation had worked very 
hard on the costumes for their      

outdoor live nativity.  Children, youth, 
and adults had signed up for a 
chance to be part of the event.  Yet 

everyone was concerned whether they 
would have an audience.  For weeks, 

the congregation found ways to invite 
people to come and see the Live     
Nativity.  They hoped people not     

affiliated with a church might hear 
the story of God’s love made known at 
Christmas in rich, meaningful new 

ways.  
  

Thus, the congregation joined         
together on a creative publicity    
campaign.  They used the radio, 

newspaper, Web sites, and posters; 
but mostly they personally invited 

people with a simple invitation, 
“Come and see!”  
1.What is happening at your church to 
which you would be willing to invite 
someone “to come and see”?  
2. What (if anything) do you hope they 
do not see?  (How might you change 
that?)  
 
Maya was heartbroken.  She had lost 
all hope.  Her good friend went to  

Maya’s home to be with her, but the 
friend did not know what to say or do.  
Finally, she invited Maya to come 

with her to church that night.  The 
friend simply said, “Come and see.”  

Maya agreed, for she was finally ready 
to try something new.  Clearly her 
current choices were not working in 

her life.  

3. When have you invited someone to 
learn more about Jesus Christ?  
4. Why are those invitations             
important? 

 
One thing we know about John the 

Baptist is his willingness to testify 
about Jesus.  Time after time, he tells 
the crowds to prepare for the coming 

of Christ.  After the baptism, John 
tells his disciples about the Lamb of 
God.  They in turn tell others about  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 
 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Reid Caruthers, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Charles Darden, 

The Family of Henry “T-Bud” Darder, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Ed Edwards, 

Tammi Geren, 

Tammy Hanusch, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Amber Jennings, 

Mary Mazoch, 

Dorothy McCallum 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Susan Neil, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

and Khris Taylor, Jr. 
   

 

 
   

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost:  $800,000.00 
 

Collected:  $30,197.00 
Funds Committed:  $138,941.63 

Pledge: $205,000.00 
 

 

Please pray about a special 
donation or commitment to the 

BUILDING VISION! 
 
 



 

  

Second Sunday after the Epiphany  
–  John 1:29-42  

Discipleship:  Following the Lamb of 
God  
Focus Question:  What does it mean 
to follow an innocent man of God who 
was sacrificed for our sins?  
 

word of life   
“The next day [John the Baptist] 

saw Jesus coming toward him and 

declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the 

world!’”   
John 1:29 (NRSV)  

  
 

Read John 1:29-42  
The accounts of the baptism of Jesus 
described in the Synoptic Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are quite 
similar in their details.  The heavens 

open up, the Holy Spirit descends in 
the form of a dove, and God’s voice 
proclaims Jesus to be God’s own Son, 

the Beloved.  Each description takes 
place at the time of baptism.  (See 

Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 
3:21-22.)  In contrast, the Gospel of 
John describes the baptism through 

the eyes of John the Baptist as he 
gives testimony to the scene.          
Beginning with John 1:19, John the 

Baptist is established as a forerunner 
to Jesus and the one who repeatedly 

offers testimony.  (See John 1:19-28.)  
The testimony in John 1:29-42 does 
not mention John actually baptizing 

Jesus.   
1. Compare and contrast the            
description of the baptism of Jesus 

found in John 1:29-34 with last 
week’s lesson, Matthew3:13-17.  
2. What can you learn from John’s  
testimony?  
3. Does his testimony make you feel 
like you are at the scene?  How so?  
 

When John sees Jesus he declares, 
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world!”  (John 
1:29 NRSV)  John repeats that name 
on the next day when he is with two 

of his disciples.  (See John 1:36)  No 
other Gospel writer uses such a  

 

  

phrase, but it can be found in the 

Book of Revelation. (See Revelation 
5:6; 14:1; 15:3; 19:7.)  

 
Scholars are not certain about the 
meaning of Lamb of God.  Some      

believe this is a reference to the end of 
time when a conquering lamb will    
destroy all evil.  This image is found in 

the literature written in between the 
Old and New Testaments (known as 

the Apocrypha) as well as the Book of 
Revelation.  It fits with John the    
Baptist’s fiery preaching about final 

judgment.  
  

Other scholars link the Lamb of God 
with the Passover Lamb. (See Exodus 
12:5.)  The first Passover involves the 

Jewish slaves marking their doors 
with lamb’s blood so the angel of 
death would “pass-over” their homes.  

Subsequently, Jews gather each year 
to celebrate the Passover and God 

freeing them from bondage.  In the 
first century, there is a Preparation 
Day when a lamb was slaughtered for 

the Passover Festival.  This Day of 
Preparation is also the day Jesus is 
crucified in John’s Gospel.  (See John 

19:14)  Jesus becomes a new Lamb of 
God, innocent at the time of his death.  

This sacrificial image coincides with 
the image of the suffering servant 
found in Isaiah 53:7-12.   

4. What does the phrase “Lamb of God” 
mean to you?  
5. How is describing Jesus as the 
Lamb of God meaningful for you?   
  

The next day after the baptism, John 
finds two of his own disciples and tells 

them about the Lamb of God.  They 
meet Jesus, but want to know where 

he is staying.  This odd question is 
met with a simple response by Jesus, 
“Come and see.” (John 1:39 NRSV)  

After being with Jesus, one of the men 
goes to his brother Simon to tell him 
about Jesus.  A chain reaction is     

begun as people seek the Messiah and 
tells others about him.  


