
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Martha Zoch 

4 Levi Clark 

5 Judy Colebrook 

6 J. Michael Woodcroft 

9 Eddie Colebrook 

9 Linsey Sappington 

11 Houston Jowell 

14 Patricia Sherwood 

15 Betty Hamilton 

20 Carolyn Authement 

20 Melody Fox 

27 Christine Brown-Zeto 

29 Emma Marshall 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
MARCH 1—MARCH 8, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Sunday in Lent 

March 1, 2020 
 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation 
in the desert. His forty-day fast         
becomes the basis of our Lenten       
pilgrimage. In the early church Lent 
was a time of intense preparation for 
those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. 
This catechetical focus on the meaning 
of faith is at the heart of our Lenten 
journey to the baptismal waters of 
Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we   
receive the bread of life to nourish us 
for the days ahead.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of March are given by     

Erma and Chris Richter in honor 
of  their children — Aaron and  
Julie—and their grandchildren—

Charlotte, Molly and Adam. 

 

 

February 23, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 36 Offering: $210.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 17 Offering: $1395.00 

Ash Wednesday February 25, 2020 
Attendance: 23 Offering: $269.00 

Online Offering: $0.00 
 

MTD Income: $11,139.19 
MTD Expenses: $13,664.47 

YTD Income: $21,550.88 
YTD  Expenses:  $27,169.37 

 

   



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING—10:00 am 

Sunday School —10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Beaumont Worship—3:00 pm 
 

MONDAY MARCH 2 

Orange Bible Study—12:00 pm 

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 

Bells Practice—7:15 pm 
 

TUESDAY MARCH 3 

Bible Study—10:00 am 

INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS 

 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm 
 

THURSDAY MARCH 5 

Bible Study 10:00 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm—6:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 6 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fantastic Friday—5:30 pm  
 

SATURDAY MARCH 7 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 8 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 10:00 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 
 

GUMBO MEAL 
Our Gumbo Meal Fundraiser was a 

great success last Tuesday!  Our 
Gumbo Queens—Pat Sherwood and 
Donna Lanthier—outdid themselves 

in making their yummy gumbo.  We 
sold $1695.00 of gumbo.  In addition, 

we could not have done this great 
event without all of our helpers: Dale 
Corkran, Lisa Deleon, Ann & Charlie 

Hall, Caleb Hayes, Brad Lanthier, 
Carol Ann Nichols, Mary Odom, Carl 
Owen, Arnold Proellochs,Lisa Reeves, 

Jan Ruppel, Chuck Sherwood, Ann 
Stelter, Pam Turner, Grace Walhood, 

K Woodcroft, and Pastor Paul. 

 
 

  

ANY QUILTERS IN THE HOUSE? 
 

Is there anyone out there that wants to 
learn to quilt? We are planning to start a 
class in which we will make a quilt,     
completing one block a month in class. 
The instruction will last nine months. You 
only have to provide your fabric.  If you 
are interested or have questions, please 
contact Janet Kitchens or Pat Sherwood.  

 

LITURGY INFORMATION 

 

Beginning Sunday, March 1 (the first   

Sunday of Lent), the exchange of the Peace 

will move to follow the intercessory      
prayers.  When the liturgy for Holy      

Communion was reworked with the devel-

opment of the Lutheran Book of Worship in 

the late 1970's, congregations were advised 

the specific liturgy of Holy Communion  

begins with the Peace. The peace which 
enables people to live in unity and in the 

spirit of mutual forgiveness which comes 

from Christ whose word has been          

proclaimed.   The peace is a sign that those 

who participate in it open themselves to the 
healing and reconciling power of God's love 

and offer themselves to be the agents of 

that love in the world.  It is an exchange 

between the presiding minister and the  

entire congregation.   Following that       

exchange, the people may exchange the 
peace with each other" or they may        

exchange the peace immediately prior to 

taking communion.  Regardless, "it is not 

an occasion for conviviality, i.e. lots of 

chatter.  The personal exchange should be 
as unpatterned as possible, but its     

meaning and significance should be clear."  

The service continues with the offering.   

The Prayers of Intercession follow the 
Creed.   The Prayers are understood to be a 

response to the proclamation of the Word 

of God; they should speak to our mission to 

make God's love real in the world. The 

prayers should address the concerns of the 

congregation and the needs of the whole 
world.  The   petitions are concise, not 

lengthy; worshipers respond after each  

petition.  In the course of our worship    

service, worshipers have the opportunity 

for silent prayer and meditation during the 
prelude, the singing of the psalm, and    

following individual communion.  Petitions 

may be shared with  the presiding minister 

prior to worship.  



 

  

1. Take a moment to read Matthew 10:7-13.  
What is its message? 
2. What does it mean to be “converted”? 
3. Describe when you have been converted or  
re-directed by God’s Word. 
 
St. Francis understood his mission to rebuild the 
church, and so he literally began re-build church 
building structures.  Over time, he clarified his 
calling from God to rebuild the spiritual life of 
the church.  In 1210, St. Francis and some of his 
followers obtained permission of Pope Innocent 
III to begin the Order of Franciscan Friars.  
4. What else do you know about St. Francis?  
5. How is he usually depicted in art, statues, or 
literature? 

 
God’s Spirit led Jesus to the wilderness for forty 
days of fasting and testing.  From there, Jesus 
was launched into his ministry.  St. Francis 
struggled with his own sense of call before    
being launched into a lifetime of service.  
6. How are you setting time aside to listen to 
God’s call to you? 
7. What might be the danger and or blessing of 
spending time in the wilderness discerning 
God’s will? 
 
The forty days of Lent can be a wonderful gift 
for those seeking spiritual growth.  You are   
encouraged to take your calendar and set aside 
time during Lent for prayer, worship, study, and 
service.  Some disciples of Jesus set aside Lent 
by fasting from certain kinds of food.  Others 
give up playing video games or watching       
television.  A few commit to giving up          
gossiping, negative thinking, whining, or other 
vices.   
8. Take time to identify those activities or vices 
which draw you from a close relationship with 
Jesus Christ. How might you fast from those  
activities during Lent?  
9. What does it mean for you to be God’s       
instrument of peace and love? 
 
Prayer 
 “Lord, make me an instrument of peace. Where 
there is hatred let me sow love.”  Amen 
Dig Deeper 
Matthew 10:7-13 

 last word 
Pray continually this week: “Lord, make mean 

instrument of peace. 
Where there is hatred let me sow love.” 

 
Daily Discipleship 
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 
Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice 
is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship                                                

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Judy Colebrook, 

Charles Darden, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Mary Mazoch, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Susan Neil, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 and Khris Taylor, Jr. 

 

PANCAKE DINNER 
Pancakes were cooked and dished out for 
our annual Pancake Dinner last   
Wednesday. We all really enjoyed the  
pancakes and sausage. We had 28 people 

join us. A big thank you goes to Dale 
Corkran, Lisa Deleon, Ann & Charlie Hall, 
Caleb Hayes, Pete Miller, Amanda      
Warden, Brandon Warden, Grace       
Walhood, and Pastor Paul. Great Job! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
There will be a Congregational Meeting on 
March 8, 2020 between the 2 services.  If 
you are interested in being nominated to 
be on the Church Council, please advise a 
Nominating Committee member (Lisa 
Reeves or Grace Walhood), the office or 
Pastor. 

 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/


 

  

First Sunday in Lent (A) – 

Matthew 4:1-11 
Discipleship:  An Instrument of Peace and 
Love 
Focus Question:  This week how might you be 
an instrument of God’s peace and love? 
 

word of life   
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  
He fasted forty days and forty nights, and 
afterwards he was famished.”  Matthew 4:1-
2 (NRSV) 
    

Read Matthew 4:1-11 
The description of the temptation of Jesus be-
gins with God’s Spirit leading Jesus from the 
baptismal waters of the Jordan River to a time 
of testing by the devil.  The Gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark, and Luke all mention the Spirit’s 
role in leading Jesus into the wilderness.  (The 
Gospel of John does not include a description 
of the temptation.)  The Spirit does not protect 
or hide Jesus from a confrontation with the 
devil, but nor does the Spirit abandon him.   
1. How do you understand the role of God’s 
Spirit during the temptation? 
2. How can this time in the wilderness be a 
gift for Jesus? 
 
During his time in the wilderness, Jesus prac-
tices the spiritual discipline of fasting – ab-
staining from eating food.  Some fasts last on-
ly from sunrise to sunset, but in Matthew’s 
Gospel the fast of Jesus is described as lasting 
day and night.  Thus, by the end of the fast, 
Jesus is famished.   
3. Imagine what it feels like to be famished.  
Describe. 
4. How easy is it for dieters to resist the 
temptations of sweets when they are famished? 
5. How clearly do you think when you are 
hungry? 
 
It is the devil who comes to tempt Jesus with 
basic human desires:  food, power, and pres-
tige.  Jesus is confronted with the limits of his 
own humanness.  When his hunger, loneliness, 
and human weakness might be overwhelming, 
Jesus returns to God’s Word again and again.  
“One does not live by bread alone, but by eve-
ry word that comes from the mouth of 
God.”  (Matthew 4:4 NRSV)   
6. How does someone not live by bread 
alone? 
7. Describe someone who lives by the word 
from God’s mouth. 

 

  

 The second test appears to be a test of Jesus, 
but in actuality it is a test of God.  Jump off a 
cliff and see if God catches you.  Does God 
really care?  If so, let God prove it.  But Jesus 
counters, “Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.”  (Matthew 4:7 NRSV)   
8. What are other ways people test God? 
9. Why are we not to test God? 
 
The third test is about worship.  There are so 
many possibilities of things, people, and plac-
es to worship.  It seems strange for the devil to 
offer Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if 
Jesus worships him.  What right does the devil 
have to give it away?  Again, Jesus counters 
with scripture: “Worship the Lord your God 
and serve only him.”  (Matthew 4:10 NRSV) 
10. Which temptation would have been the 
most difficult for you to resist? 
11. How does the devil tempt you on a daily 
basis? 
 
The Spirit leads Jesus to the wilderness for a 
time of temptation.  During those forty days, 
God shapes Jesus into an instrument of God, 
focused on God’s Word and filled with the 
Spirit.  In like fashion, it is the Spirit which 
leads people into the forty days of Lent.  
Hopefully, as disciples of Christ, we are will-
ing to be shaped by God to become God’s in-
struments of peace and love.  
 
word among us   
Lent is a time to re-order our lives, to examine 
priorities, and to be open to God shaping our 
lives.  It can be a time to “live in the wilder-
ness” as we are challenged and renewed.  The 
church has many examples of people who 
were challenged to re-order their lives.  One 
such example is St. Francis of Assisi.  During 
Lent, Daily Discipleship will be exploring the 
life of St. Francis with particular emphasis on 
the peace prayer attributed to him, “Lord, 
make me an instrument of your peace.”  
 
St Francis was born in 1181 or 1182 in Assisi, 
Italy to a wealthy family and died October 3, 
1226.  He grew up in the comforts of life and 
pursued a military career until he became ill.  
While St. Francis was recovering, he began to 
experience a conversion process steeped in 
prayer.  For him, it was a wilderness time of 
struggle and discernment.  He discovered 
God’s call to leave the comforts of his life and 
commit his whole being to rebuilding the 
church.  Like Jesus, his life was shaped by 
God’s Word, particularly Matthew 10:7-13.  
This passage served as a foundation for his life 
choices of poverty, love, and service to Jesus 
Christ.  


