
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 Martha Zoch 

4 Levi Clark 

5 Judy Colebrook 

6 J. Michael Woodcroft 

9 Eddie Colebrook 

9 Linsey Sappington 

11 Houston Jowell 

14 Patricia Sherwood 

15 Betty Hamilton 

20 Carolyn Authement 

20 Melody Fox 

27 Christine Brown-Zeto 

29 Emma Marshall 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
MARCH 22—MARCH 29, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020 

Baptism is sometimes called        
enlightenment. The gospel for this 

Sunday is the story of the man born 
blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, 
now I see,” declares the man. In 

baptism God opens our eyes to see 
the truth of who we are: God’s      

beloved children. As David was 
anointed king of Israel, in baptism 
God anoints our head with oil, and 

calls us to bear witness to the light 

of Christ in our daily lives. 

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of March are given by     
Erma and Chris Richter in honor 

of  their children — Aaron and  
Julie—and their grandchildren—
Charlotte, Molly and Adam. 

 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 

Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one anoth-

er with a pure heart fervently: 1 Pt 1:22 

 

 

March 15, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 23 Offering: $741.00 
Second Worship Service 

Attendance: 20 Offering: $500.00 

Online Offering: $0.00 
 

MTD Income : $7,280.68 
MTD Expenses : $10,617.79 
YTD Income : $30,829.19 

YTD  Expenses :  $39,885.26 

 

     



 

  

TODAY 
 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Fellowship—10:00 am 

Adult Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  
 

MONDAY MARCH 23 

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 

Bells Practice—7:15 pm 
 

THURSDAY MARCH 26 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm—6:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 27 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY MARCH 28 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am-1:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 29 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

 Fellowship—10:00 am 

Adult Sunday School—10:15 am 
Children/Youth Sunday School—10:15 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

Some of our activities were cancelled 

due to the Texas Governor’s executive 

order limiting public gatherings due to 

COVID-19.  

 
ANY QUILTERS IN THE HOUSE? 

 

Is there anyone out there that wants 
to learn to quilt? We are planning to 
start a class in which we will make a 

quilt,. You only have to provide your 
fabric.  If you are interested or have 

questions, please contact Janet  
Kitchens or Sharon Proellochs.  
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Every month, we have a MONTHLY   
SERVICE PROJECT!  In March, we 

are collecting non-perishable food 
items for the Bridge City/Orangefield     
Ministerial Alliance!  Help us help 

those in need! 
 

 

  

 

LITURGY INFORMATION 

 

Beginning Sunday, March 1 (the first   
Sunday of Lent), the exchange of the 
Peace will move to follow the             
intercessory prayers.  When the liturgy 
for Holy Communion was reworked 
with the development of the Lutheran 
Book of Worship in the late 1970's, 
congregations were advised the specific 
liturgy of Holy Communion begins with 
the Peace. The peace which enables 
people to live in unity and in the spirit 
of mutual forgiveness which comes 
from Christ whose word has been          
proclaimed.  The peace is a sign that 
those who participate in it open    
themselves to the healing and          
reconciling power of God's love and   
offer themselves to be the agents of 
that love in the world.  It is an          
exchange between the presiding     
m i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e                    
congregation.  Following that exchange, 
the people may exchange the peace 
with each other" or they may exchange 
the peace immediately prior to taking 
communion.  Regardless, "it is not an 
occasion for conviviality, i.e. lots of 
chatter.  The personal exchange should 
be as unpatterned as possible, but its     
meaning and significance should be 
clear."  The service continues with the 
offering.   

The Prayers of Intercession follow the 
Creed.   The Prayers are understood to 
be a response to the proclamation of 
the Word of God; they should speak to 
our mission to make God's love real in 
the world. The prayers should address 
the concerns of the congregation and 
the needs of the whole world.  The    
petitions are concise, not lengthy;   
worshipers respond after each          
petition.  In the course of our worship    
se rv ice ,  worshipers  have  the             
opportunity for silent prayer and    
meditation during the prelude, the 
singing of the psalm, and    following 
individual communion.  Petitions may 
be shared with  the presiding minister 
prior to worship.  



 

  

Mary to be the carrier of God.  It is Joseph 
who is given the opportunity with Mary to 
nurture Jesus through childhood.  From the 
beginning, Mary and Joseph knew their son 
to be Jesus, the one who is to save the     
people.    
3. Why would God choose to come and be 
present to us in the form of a human?  
4. Imagine conversations between Mary and 
Joseph about the identity of their son Jesus.  
What would those conversations have been 
like?  
5. Why Mary and Joseph?  What makes 
them so special?  
  

Joseph is resolved about how to deal with 
Mary after he finds out about her pregnancy.  
The Gospel writer Matthew does not       
describe Joseph wrestling in a sleepless 
night and struggling with his decision.  Yet, 
in the night, an angel appears to Joseph and 
cautions him not to be afraid.  Joseph is    
persuaded to choose another course of     
action.    
6. Has God ever revealed something to you 
in a dream?  Describe.  
7. What would it take for God to persuade 
you to change your mind?  
  

We follow Emmanuel, God with us.        
Emmanuel does not describe only        
mountain-top experiences, but also the daily 
struggles of life.  We confess God’s       
presence with us, even in those times when 
it feels like God is distant and not active in 
our lives.  And those times can occur.  Life 
can become difficult.  Our world can be 
turned upside down by tragedy, illness, 
death, loss, and broken dreams.  In those 
times, we pray Emmanuel, God with us.  We 
pray for God’s presence to hold and sustain 
us.    
8. What can you say when someone does not 
feel the presence of God?  
9. What do you do when you feel you have 
grown distant from God?  

 
Prayer 
Emmanuel, fill us with your presence and      
remind us always that you are with us. Amen.  
Dig Deeper 
Isaiah 7:10-1 
 

 last word 
Light a candle and  invite God to be  

present as you pray.  

 
Daily Discipleship 
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 
Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice 
is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship     

                                          

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Charles Darden, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Mary Mazoch, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 and Khris Taylor, Jr. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

W e  c o n d u c t e d  o u r  A n n u a l             
Congregational Meeting on March 8. 

The new 2021 Budget, Revised      
Constitution and Revised By-Laws 

were approved.  We also elected new 
Council members.  They are Lisa  
Deleon, Ann Hall, Caleb Hayes,     

Sharon Proellochs, Kathy Viator, and 
Carsand Williams. Please congratulate 

each one when you see them. In      
addition, last Sunday we had our 
monthly Council meeting and elected 

our council officers: President - Caleb 
Hayes, Vice President - Lisa Reeves, 
Secretary - Ann Hall, Treasurer - 

Grace Walhood. 

 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/


 

  

Fourth Sunday in Lent (A) –  
Matthew 1:18-25  
Discipleship:  Following Emmanuel   
Focus Question:  How do you experience 
Emmanuel, God being with you 
 
word of life   
“All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son and they shall name him Emmauel’ 
which means, ‘God is with us.’”  Matthew 
1:23 (NRSV)  
    

Read Matthew 1:23 
Many biblical scholars believe the original 
audience of Matthew’s Gospel had deep    
Jewish roots and was familiar with the   
prophecies of the Old Testament, the hopes of 
a Messiah, and the religious laws of the day.  
Like the prophets, the audience would have 
anticipated a future Messiah with roots in the 
house of David.  Thus, it makes sense for the 
Gospel of Matthew to clarify the identity of 
Jesus by beginning with an extensive          
genealogy, tracing the lineage of Jesus from 
his own father Joseph to Abraham, the father 
of the Jewish nation. (See Matthew 1:1-17.)    
  
Once the lineage of Jesus is firmly established 
through the genealogy, the Gospel writer  
Matthew shifts to establish the divine         
connection of Jesus to God through the birth 
narrative.  The description of the birth of Jesus 
found in the Gospel of Matthew is quite     
different than the manger scene of the      
shepherds described in the Gospel of Luke. 
(See Luke 2:1-7.)  Whereas Luke features the 
story through the eyes of Mary, Matthew    
focuses on Joseph’s perspective.    
1. Compare and contrast the birth narratives 
found in Luke 2:1-17 and Matthew 1:18-25.  
  
It is important to recognize the established 
religious laws related to a couple being       
engaged in the ancient world. (See sample 
Deut. 22:23-24.)  Engagement or betrothal 
was a relationship of binding obligation with 
the possibility of divorce.  Thus, as Joseph 
learns of Mary’s pregnancy, he feels         
compelled by religious law to divorce Mary.  
His love of God is the priority.  Yet, even in 
this difficult circumstance, he plans not to  
humiliate Mary in a public way but to keep 
things quiet. 
2. Describe Joseph’s options in dealing with 
the news of the pregnancy of Mary.  
3. What can you learn about Joseph through 
this passage? 
 
  

  

  
An angel appears in a dream to guide Joseph 
and to give him greater clarity. This is not an 
unusual way in Scripture for God to communi-
cate.  The angel makes it clear that Mary has 
not done anything wrong, but instead, she has 
been righteous and open to the work of the 
Holy Spirit in her life.    
  

Like Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel 
(Luke 1:26-38), Joseph is open to the words of 
the angel and to God at work in his life.  In the 
midst of surprising news, it should not be a 
surprise to hear of the obedient response of 
Joseph.  He remains obedient to God,         
continues in his relationship with Mary, and 
gives their son the name of Jesus.    
  

Jesus is also referred to as Emmanuel, God 
with us.  This reference is only found in the 
Gospel of Matthew, but reflects a major theo-
logical theme.  God is uniquely present in the 
life of Jesus and through the mission of the 
church.  The Gospel of Matthew concludes 
with a reminder of God’s presence as well.  
“And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:20 NRSV)  
4. What is the significance of calling Jesus 
“Emmanuel”, God with us?  
 
word among us   
The winter storm on Christmas Eve descended 
on the small town.  Although warnings were 
issued urging drivers to stay off the roads, the 
pastor slowly drove to the church on Christ-
mas Eve not knowing what to expect.  He was 
surprised to find the parking lot had been 
cleared of snow, the sanctuary heater had been 
turned on, and the altar was prepared for Holy 
Communion.  He could not help but smile as 
he felt the presence of devoted church     
members surrounding him.  Not many were 
able to attend worship that night, so the     
worshippers decided to sit closely together in 
the choir loft.  In the quiet of that night, they 
experienced God’s presence.    
  

Some who could not make it to the Christmas 
Eve service gathered their families together in 
their living rooms, lit candles, read about the 
birth of Jesus, and sang hymns.  In the quiet of 
that night, they experienced God’s presence. 
1. Recall a Christmas Eve worship when you 
experienced “Emmanuel”.  
2. When else do you experience God’s      
presence?  
  

Over 2000 years ago, God chose to be present 
with humanity in a way never experienced 
before.  God chose to come to earth and dwell 
among us.  It is the Holy Spirit who empowers  


