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PRELUDE              Variations on Thompson          - Nancy Raabe         

         

GREETING             Please stand if you are able.    
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG                         “Now is the Time of Grace” 
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verses. 
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This is the fast that God would choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice, to let the 

captives go free, and to break the yoke of oppression.  Refrain 

 

Sharing your bread with the hungry and welcoming homes in, offering hope and 

offering help, this is what God requires.  Refrain 

 

Then shall your light break forth as dawn, and healing shall come to you 

quickly, then you shall call and God shall answer, God’s love shall go before 

you.  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                        
 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you 

have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 

Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of 

our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full 

pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

PSALM 51   All worshipers will join in singing the refrain; the choir will 

chant the psalm text. 
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Have mercy on me O God, according to your lovingkindness; in your great 

compassion, blot out my offenses.   Wash me through and through from my 

wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my 

sin is ever before me.   Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in 

your sight.  And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your 

judgment.   Indeed I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner from my mother’s 

womb. REFRAIN 

 

 For behold you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand 

wisdom secretly.   Purge me from my sin and I shall be pure; wash me and I 

shall be clean indeed.  Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you 

have broken may rejoice.   Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 

iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  REFRAIN 

 

LESSON                                                II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21For 

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to 

accept the grace of God in vain.  2For he says, 

 "At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

 and on a day of salvation I have helped you." 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!  
3We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may 

be found with our ministry,  4but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 

afflictions, hardships, calamities,  5beatings, imprisonments, riots, 

labors, sleepless nights, hunger;  6by purity, knowledge, patience, 

kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love,  7truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right 

hand and for the left;  8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and 

good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;  9as 

unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see — we are 

alive; as punished, and yet not killed;  10as sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and 

yet possessing everything. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse.             

 

 
 

Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,  

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

GOSPEL                                    Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
 

The gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 

by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

  2So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward.  3But when you give alms, do not let 

your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  4so that your 

alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. 

  5And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for 

they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 

corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward.  6But whenever you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

  16And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the 

hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that 

they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  
17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,  18so 

that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who 

is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

  19Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;  20but 
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store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor  

rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                                 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”   

                                                                                           ELW 608 
 

INVITATION TO LENT 
 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 

remembering Jesus' passover from death to life, and our life in 

Christ is renewed. 
 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for 

repentance and for God's mercy. We are created to experience joy 

in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in 

harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from 

God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life 

our creator intended. 
 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 

against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God 

and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—

self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial 

giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and 

sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to 

the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the 

wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.  Amen. 
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In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive 

God’s promise of mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God at the margins, we have wandered far from your home; 

again and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of 

the world around us. We forget that you have saved your 

people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember 

the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your 

love overflows. Amen. 

 

God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert, God 

feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to 

meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ 

Christ, leading you from death into life. Amen. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, 

reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 

are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Minister marks the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  Worshipers may 

come forward to receive the ashes.   

 

ANTHEM               “Dust and Ashes”    - Brian Wren/David Haas  
 

After those who desire ashes have received them, please stand as  

the minister continues. 

 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, that we may 

show forth your glory in the world. 

 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, bring us with 

all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
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Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray 

for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, refresh the hearts of your faithful people across all 

lands and generations. Rescue your church from affliction, 

hardship, or persecution. Remove all obstacles standing in the way 

of our witness to your grace, mercy, and everlasting love. Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, bless all wilderness places and all inhabitants of 

the land. Protect untouched ecosystems, satisfy parched places, and 

strengthen roots and seeds beneath the soil that await their time to 

flourish. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Restoring God, rebuild and repair nations ravaged by war or 

famine. Humble the hearts of governments and authorities, that 

they loose the bonds of injustice and liberate the oppressed. Hear 

us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Generous God, provide bread for the hungry, shelter for the 

homeless, and protection for the vulnerable. Listen to the cries of 

all who are abused, imprisoned, and who suffer due to pain, 

anxiety, or illness (especially). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

 

Faithful God, renew our practices of devotion and discipleship. 

Make us generous in giving, steadfast in prayer, and attentive to 

your grace amid many distractions. Be with those who prepare for 

baptism and affirmation of baptism. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy 

is great. 
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Redeeming God, you raise us from the dust of death and mark us 

with the cross of salvation. Strengthen us by the faithfulness of the 

saints. Restore our joy and lead us by your bountiful grace. Hear 

us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our 

prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM                  “Be Thou My Vision”           - Marie Pooler 
 

OFFERING PRAYER      Those who are able shall stand. 

 

Let us pray.  Holy and generous host, you set a table where we 

feast as friends.  Prepare us to witness to your goodness with 

every gift you have given us to share, that all people may know 

your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 

people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 



 9 

 

SANCTUS            WOV S36 

 

 

 
   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 

and love.  
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With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all 

its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to 

receive it. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                       WOV S39  
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Christus, der ist mein Leben”                          - Johann G. Walther 
 

Please stand 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of 

your Son, which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 

As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ in 

our neighbors.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN                         “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 

                                                                                           ELW 609 

                                                                                               

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Es woll’ uns Gott genӓdig sein”                        - Johann Pachelbel 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31531 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved 

 

Psalm 51 and Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko, © 
copyright 2007, St. James Music Press, used with permission. 
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Love Inside Out 

Today’s liturgy holds together such a curious mix of words and 

actions. The prophet Joel’s ancient cry to return to God with all 

one’s heart flows seamlessly into prayers of confession and on to a 

worship leader’s invitation to keep a holy Lent, a sacred springtime 

for the soul. Heart-rending words then pierce any illusion 

concerning one’s mortality, as ashen crosses are smudged on 

foreheads and all who have gathered are invited to “remember that 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

As we are thus marked (or wait to be so marked), the words of 

Jesus crash rather awkwardly when the gospel begins, “Beware of 

practicing your piety before others . . .” (Matt. 6:1). The text 

continues, of course, asking us to reflect on motives for such 

public practice. “Do not be like the hypocrites,” Jesus says 

(Matt. 6:5). Don’t engage in any of these things in order to be 

praised or seen by others. 

No, instead of playing to the crowd, in this gospel Jesus reminds us 

that (much like wearing an ashen cross on one’s forehead) actions 

of giving generously, praying ceaselessly, and fasting are to be 

oriented toward a renewed inner being, not rooted in desire for 

external praise or accolade. All the practices we associate with 

Lent help us lean into selves that are in the process of being 

renewed and deepened in relationship with both God and neighbor. 

Ash Wednesday’s jumble of dissonant words and actions helps us 

begin this season of sacred truth-telling grounded in awareness of 

what is deathly and fragile, but also drawn more deeply into the 

abundance of God’s steadfast love. Today’s invitation to return to 

God with all our being welcomes us as we are: our whole selves 

longing to be made new, always embraced by God’s saving love in 

Jesus. 
 


