
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 David Gonzales 

11 Ann Stelter 

15 Fenn Reeves 

15 Madison Reeves 

16 Kaitlyn Warden 

18 Richard Woodcroft 

19 Tyler Ruppel 

21 Amber Wheatley 

23 Charlotte Clark 

23 Paul Zoch 

25 Tristan Estes 

26 Elinda Gregoire 

26 Hunter Myers  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
APRIL 19—APRIL 26, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Sunday of Easter 

April 19, 2020 
 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ 

appears to the disciples and offers 
them the gift of peace. Even amid 

doubts  and quest ions,  we             
experience the resurrection in our 
Sunday gathering around word and 

meal, and in our everyday lives. 
Throughout the coming Sundays of 

Easter the first two readings will be 
from the Acts of the Apostles and 
the first letter of Peter. Even as the 

early Christians proclaimed the   
resurrection, we rejoice in the new 
birth and living hope we receive in 

baptism.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 

month of April are given by  Grace 
Walhood in memory of her      
husband, Michael J. Walhood. 

 

April 12, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $1,580.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $5,300.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $600.00 

Online Offering: $325.00 
 

MTD Income : $11,187.28 
MTD Expenses : $5,249.95 
YTD Income : $48,339.81 

YTD Expenses : $50,231.61 

 

     
    



 

  

TODAY 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am  

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

TUESDAY APRIL 21 

Devotion —10:00 am  

ZOOM 
 

SUNDAY APRIL 26 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

 Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Most of our activities were cancelled 

due to the Texas Governor’s executive 

order limiting public gatherings due to 

COVID-19. 
 

MORE ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES COMING! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Every month, we have a MONTHLY   

SERVICE PROJECT!  In April, we are 

collecting change for the Good    

Shepherd’s Good Sam Fund.  The 

Good Sam Fund is utilized by the 

Pastor to help those in our           

community in need.  So, we            

encourage you to place a jar or can 

somewhere at home and dump your 

change into it throughout the month 

of April.  And when we gather         

together, you can bring it as a special 

offering.  Please share your blessings! 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
Excavations in 2009–2013 uncovered 
an ancient synagogue, called the 

“Migdal Synagogue,” the oldest      
synagogue found in the Galilee. Here 

is the Magdala stone found there, the 
earliest menorah of that period to be 

discovered outside of Jerusalem. 
There are seven Mary’s in the New 

Testament. It turns out it was a   
pretty popular name. Mary          

Magdalene often gets confused with 
one or more of them. Mary is often 

confused with the woman who brings 
the alabaster jar of ointment to      

Jesus, anointing his feet and        
sensually drying them with her hair. 

She gets confused with the woman 
who is a “sinner,” encountered by  

Jesus in the home of a Pharisee. In 
art and literature, she is portrayed as 

a prostitute, but that’s not what the 
Bible says.  So, let’s begin with the 

Bible actually says.  
 

Mary Magdalene in the Bible 

 

Mary Magdalene is mentioned 13 
times in the New Testament: three 

times in Matthew (27:56, 61; 28:1), 
four times in Mark (15:40, 47; 16:1, 

9), twice in Luke (8:2; 24:10), and 
four times in John (n 19:25; 20:1, 11, 
18). Taken together, we see a picture 

of a woman from whom Jesus cast 
out seven demons, who then        

subsequently traveled with Jesus and 
supported his ministry financially. 

She was one of a few women at the 
crucifixion, and the first to witness 

his resurrection. 
 

Next week more to come about 

Mary Magdalene! 



 

  

1. When did you first hear the prayer?  
2. How might this prayer impact the prayer?  
  

The prayer begins easily enough with the words 
“God grant me.”  But when we call upon God it is 
an admission that we are not the Ultimate One.  It 
is not in our ability to be able to grant all things. 
As humans, we can go through much turmoil and 
wrestling to come to terms with our limitations.  
We try to be God or live independently from God.  
That is called sin.  It is the story of Adam and Eve 
in the garden trying to live on their terms,         
disregarding God and God’s desires.  
  

Despite it all, God chose to send Jesus Christ into 
our lives to show us another path.  Jesus came, 
was crucified, and defeated death.  Then, he came 
physically to the disciples to grant them peace and 
also the Holy Spirit.  It is not clear if after the   
resurrection the scared disciples knew they needed 
such gifts.  Out of great love, Jesus came to his 
disciples to guide them through that first week.  
He blessed them with his presence, peace and   
Holy Spirit.   
3. What does it mean to you to be able to approach 
God in prayer?  
4. What do you want God to grant to you?  
5. When has God given you the gift of peace?  
6. How is the Holy Spirit at work in your life?  
  

 Prayer  
God, grant me a humble heart which allows me to 
come into your presence with thanksgiving, ready 
to receive your grace and wisdom.  Amen  
 

Dig Deeper  
1 Peter 1:3-9  

last word  
Pray each day the Serenity Prayer: God grant me 
the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,   
courage to change the things I can, and   wisdom 

to know the difference.  
 

\  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship   

 

Mary Magdalene: The First Apostle, 

Witness to the Resurrection 
Mary from Magdala? 

 
Magdala means “tower” in Aramaic: 

, מגדלא Hebrew: מגדל ( Migdal) and Arabic: 

) المجدل al-Majdal).  Magdala was an 

ancient city on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee a few miles north of Tiberias. 

Until the 1948 Arab–Israeli War, there 
was a small Palestinian Arab village 

called al-Majdal at the site. Now there is 
a town there known as Migdal. 
 

Archaeological excavations suggest the 

settlement began during the Hellenistic 
period, 100 years before Christ, or more.  

  

  

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Charles Darden, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Ed Edwards, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Mary Mazoch, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Dorothy Schmidt, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

 Khris Taylor, Jr., 

Pam Turner, 

and Audrey Zeto 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

W e  c o n d u c t e d  o u r  A n n u a l             

Congregational Meeting on March 8. 
The new 2021 Budget, Revised      
Constitution and Revised By-Laws 

were approved.  We also elected new 
Council members.  They are Lisa  

Deleon, Ann Hall, Caleb Hayes,     
Sharon Proellochs, Kathy Viator, and 
Carsand Williams. Please congratulate 

each one when you see them. In      
addition, last Sunday we had our 
monthly Council meeting and elected 

our council officers: President - Caleb 
Hayes, Vice President - Lisa Reeves, 

Secretary - Ann Hall, Treasurer - 
Grace Walhood. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magdala


 

  

Second Sunday of Easter (A) – 
John 20:19-31   

Discipleship:  An Instrument of 
Prayer  
Focus Question:  This week how 
might you be an instrument of   
prayer?  
  

word of life   “Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” John 20:21 (NRSV)  
     

Read John 20:19-31  
On the day Jesus rose from the dead, he    
appears to Mary Magdalene at the empty 
tomb and sends her as an ambassador to tell 
the others, “I have seen the Lord.”  (John 
20:11-18 NRSV(  On that same evening,  
Jesus appears to the disciples even though 
they are behind locked doors.  Despite, or 
perhaps because of Mary’s proclamation, the 
disciples are filled with fear of the Jews. 
1. What do you imagine the disciples did, 
thought, or felt from Easter dawn when Mary 
talked with Jesus at the tomb until he        
appeared in the evening to the disciples? 
2. What might the disciples have been afraid 
of?  
  
The first words to the disciples from the   
resurrected Jesus are, “Peace be with 
you.”  (John 20:19 NRSV(  After showing 
them his hands and side, Jesus repeats those 
words but adds a mission, “Peace be with 
you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” (John 20:21 NRSV(  Then, Jesus gives 
them the Holy Spirit.  They are not sent out 
into the world by themselves, but are        
empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
3. What are the disciples sent to do?  
4. How is peace related to being sent? 
5. How is the Holy Spirit related to being 
sent?  
  
God comes into the lives of disciples in   
concrete ways.  Most certainly, the presence 
of the crucified and resurrected Jesus with 
his wounded hands and side is significant, 
but the disciples are also given God’s peace 
and God’s Spirit.    
  
Not all the disciples are present to bear     
witness to the risen Jesus.  Thomas in       
particular wants to see some proof.  He can 
not believe the words of the other disciples or 
Mary.  It takes a week for Thomas to get his 
concrete proof.  Again, Jesus appears in the 
room although the doors are shut.  Once 
more, Jesus extends peace to his followers.   

 

  

 Thomas is allowed to touch Jesus’ wounds.  
Jesus pleads with Thomas, “Do not doubt, but 
believe.”  (John 20:27 NRSV( 
6. What might have prevented Thomas from 
believing?  
7. What about the faith of all those who never 
get to touch the wounded hands and side of 
Jesus?  
  
Jesus recognizes and responds to the limited 
faith of Thomas by allowing Thomas to touch 
him.  At the same time he praises those who 
believe without tangible proof.  Jesus says, 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.”  (John 20:29 NRSV(  
Jesus blesses the generations who come after 
the first followers, those who will not be able 
to physically touch Jesus. 
8. What can be said today to those who have 
doubts about Jesus?  
9. What kind of witness might Thomas have 
become?  
  
Jesus works with people in different ways  
depending on their needs.  Through the work 
of the Holy Spirit, God transforms fears and 
doubts into courage and conviction.            
Followers throughout the ages are encouraged 
to believe and trust in Jesus Christ. 
 

word among us 
 
Reinhold Niebuhr was on the faculty of Union 
Theological Seminary in New York.  In 1943 
he was living at his summer home near Heath, 
Massachusetts when he preached at a small 
church.  He included the following prayer:  

O God,  give us 
Serenity to accept what cannot be changed    
Courage to change what should be changed 

and    
Wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.  

  
Howard Chandler Robbins asked for a copy 
and Niebuhr gave him the original.            
Supposedly, Neibuhr said, “Here, take the 
prayer.  I have no further use for it.”  Robbins 
printed the prayer in a pamphlet.  Later it was 
published as part of the Alcoholics          
Anonymous resource materials.  Over the 
years, it has been simplified as such:   

God grant me the     
Serenity to accept the things I cannot change,   

Courage to change the things I can, and    
Wisdom to know the difference. 

 
Today, the “Serenity Prayer” is one of our 
most familiar and popular prayers.  It is simple 
enough to be easily memorized, yet profound 
enough to give direction in many aspects of 
our lives.  


