TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
MAY 10—MAY 17, 2020

MAY BIRTHDAYS
2 Megan Swink
3 Flo Gilbert
3 Laura Rahja
9 Kaydence Corkran
11 Rachel Choate
13 Caleb Hayes
16 Nancy Meek
19 Carol Buchanan
20 David Jones
21 Jeannie Adams
22 Bridget Delaney
25 Karlan Babineaux
25 Brooke Estes
26 Bob Appel

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2020
As we continue to celebrate the fifty
days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes
to prepare a place for his followers
in his Father’s house. Our baptism
commissions us to share Jesus’
mission in the world. As 1 Peter
reminds us, we are a holy people,
called to proclaim the one who
called us out of darkness into light.
In words and deeds we bear witness
to the risen Christ—our way, our
truth, our life.
The Chancel Flowers for the
month of May are given by Ann
and Charles Hall in honor of her
mother, Dorothy McCallum, who
is 90 years old this month.

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Paul Zoch
945 W Roundbunch Rd Bridge City, TX 77611
Phone: 409-735-4573 Cell Phone: 409-988-3003
E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org
FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION
A caring Christian family following Christ,
the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:
SHARE God’s Love! GROW our faith!
and SERVE others!

May 3, 2020
First Worship Service
Attendance: n/a Offering: $100.00

Second Worship Service
Attendance: n/a Offering: $300.00
Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0

Online Offering: $0
MTD Income : $814.26
MTD Expenses : $1,689.18
YTD Income : $53,961.19
YTD Expenses : $61,380.24

TODAY

MOTHER’S DAY!
Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
FACEBOOK LIVE

Refreshment Time —10:15 am
ZOOM

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
FACEBOOK LIVE

TUESDAY MAY 11
Devotion —10:00 am
ZOOM

SUNDAY MAY 17
Traditional Worship—9:00 am
FACEBOOK LIVE

Refreshment Time —10:15 am
ZOOM

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
FACEBOOK LIVE

Most of our activities were cancelled

due to the Texas Governor’s executive
order limiting public gatherings due to
COVID-19.
MORE ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES COMING!

DID YOU KNOW?
Every month, we have a MONTHLY
SERVICE PROJECT! In May, we are
collecting change for the Good
Shepherd’s Good Sam Fund.
The
Good Sam Fund is utilized by the
Pastor to help those in our
community in need.
So, we
encourage you to place a jar or can
somewhere at home and dump your
change into it throughout the month
of May.
And when we gather
together, you can bring it as a special
offering. Please share your blessings!

mind. In a few weeks, when we read the story
of Jesus appearing to the two disciples on the
road to Emmaus, I will point out that only one
of those disciples is named: Clopas, and the
other disciple is unnamed. I will suggest that
it is quite possible that the other disciple is his
wife Mary.
In John 20, on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene goes alone to the tomb, a
departure from the synoptic gospels. She
doesn’t go after the sunrise, but while still
dark, which would be bending the Sabbath
rules? The stone is already removed, as in
Mark and Luke. She immediately runs to get
Peter, who comes to see, along with “the other
disciple.”
John 20:11 tells us that
…Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As
she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at
the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him.” 14 When she had said
this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping? Whom are you looking
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I
will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her,
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew,
“Rabbouni!”
(which
means
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she
told them that he had said these things to her.
Mary stands weeping at the tomb. Much
artwork shows Mary Magdalene crying. For
John there are two angels, like Luke. Mary
confuses him for the gardener, but then he
simply says her name, “Mary,” and she
immediately recognizes him, responding,
“Rabbi.” Or perhaps, “Rabbi?” Bible
characters often don’t recognize Jesus at first.
This will be the case with the two disciples on
the road to Emmaus. Perhaps it is the same for
us. We often don’t see Jesus, even when he is
right in front of our faces.

Next week the conclusion about Mary
Magdalene!

5. How would you describe the way of Jesus?
6. How does believing in Jesus help our hearts
not to be troubled?
This week’s prayer theme is that of courage,
specifically the petition to have the “courage to
change the things I can.” Any of us can take
paths away from God instead of towards God.
All of us can go through troubled times where
our hearts are burdened. Yet, how reassuring to
hear the words from Jesus about trusting in him
and not letting our hearts be troubled. There is
another way.

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:

Prayer
Gracious God, grant me courage the change the
things I can change. Amen
Dig Deeper 1 Peter 2:2-10
last word
Pray each day the Serenity Prayer:
God grant me the serenity to accept the things
I cannot change,
courage to change the things I can,
And wisdom to know the difference.

Edith Babcock,
Marge Becker,
Jennifer Buysse,
Nancy Carlson,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
Ed Edwards,
Tammi Geren,
Kenneth Heycock,
Shawn Hickman,
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Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Mark Norville,
Maxine Pierce,
Mike Rahja,
Sharon Proellochs,
Dorothy Schmidt,
Buddy Stelter,
Grant Stewart,
Beverley Swink,
Khris Taylor, Jr.,
and Audrey Zeto
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REPURPOSING PARSONAGE

Sometimes it takes courage to follow Jesus and
to make decisions to align ourselves with the
way of Jesus. It also can take courage to name
the things we can change and those things we
cannot change. Courage is a gift from God and
helps us to face our reality, trusting in the
promises of Jesus.
7. What verse in John 14:1-14 do you hope to
remember?
8. What situations in your life do you need
courage to change?

Mary Magdalene: The First Apostle,
Witness to the Resurrection
Mary from Magdala?
John
We all know John’s Gospel is significantly
different than the first three Gospels. It is sourced
differently, and written later. It is much more
interested in the cosmic Christ than the Jesus of
history. Nevertheless, Mary Magdalene appears
here as well. Her story is one of the few that
shows up in all four Gospels, meaning it’s pretty
important.
John 19 says, standing near the cross of Jesus are
his mother, and his aunt, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. Yet a different
configuration of women. An aunt? And the other
Mary is the “wife of Clopas.” It’s not
inconceivable that the other Mary has Clopas as a
husband, Joseph/Joses and James as sons and
Salome as a daughter. Keep Mary and Clopas in

We are going strong with our
repurposing of the parsonage efforts.
Our team consists of Dale Corkran,
Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb
Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy and Leo
Perez, and Pastor Paul. These guys
have been turning the Parsonage into
a multi-use building that will house
the Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day
Out. They have all been using their
time and talents to further the
church’s ministry.
They knocked
down walls, put up walls, and everything in-between!
We want to give a BIG THANK—YOU
to each of you.

Fifth Sunday of Easter (A) –
John 14:1-14

Discipleship: An Instrument of Courage
Focus Question: This week how might you be
an instrument of courage?

word of life

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe
in God, believe also in me.” John 14:1
(NRSV)
Read John 14:1-14
The last supper described in John 13 is an
intimate meal for Jesus and his disciples. Jesus
has told the disciples on several occasions of
his pending death. Thus, this final meal takes
on significance not only because of its finality,
but because of unique actions taken by Jesus as
he washes the feet of his disciples, gives them
the commandment to love one another, and
connects the Passover meal with his own body
and blood.
John 13 concludes with the disciples being
concerned not about the future of Jesus as
much as themselves. What will they do
without Jesus? Jesus reassures them, “Do not
let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,
believe also in me.” (John 14:1 NRSV)
1. Describe those things which might have
troubled the hearts of the disciples.
2. How does Jesus respond to the troubled
hearts of the disciples?
John 14 continues the love theme of the last
supper. Just as Jesus commanded the disciples
to love one another, Jesus sees, hears, and
responds to the concerns of his troubled
disciples. Just as some of the disciples had
made preparations to secure the upper room for
their last supper, so Jesus promises to prepare
rooms for his disciples. He does this out of his
love for them.
3. When Jesus describes preparing a place for
his disciples, what is he talking about?
4. How might the preparation of a place be an
act of love?
Unfortunately, this promise by Jesus is not
reassuring, but confusing to the disciples.
They are baffled how to follow Jesus if he is no
longer living. Despite walking beside Jesus
during his ministry and learning from his
teachings, they do not know the way of Jesus.
Plus, what might it mean for Jesus to come
again to get the disciples and bring them to
Jesus? It is as if Jesus does not grasp the
finality of death. If Jesus is to die, then the
disciples will be alone. There will be no
second chance to be with Jesus.
5. Describe the confusion of the disciples.
6. How will the resurrection of Jesus help to
give clarity to the disciples?

It is Thomas who dares to ask the core question,
“How can we know the way?” (John 14:5
NRSV) This is the same disciple who will not
believe in the risen Jesus until he touches his
wounds. Thomas appears to be a man of
practicality. He wants the facts. Jesus responds,
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” (John
14:6 NRSV)
7. Do you think the answer by Jesus would have
satisfied Thomas? How so?
8. How is the way of Jesus connected to truth?
9. How is the way of Jesus connected to life?
10. How is the way of Jesus connected to God?
When we go through difficulties and have lost
our way, these verses can give us hope and
courage. Jesus is working on our behalf to
prepare a place for each of us. Thanks be to
God!
11. What does John 14:1 mean to you?
word among us
The school year was finally coming to an end.
Amanda’s friends were thrilled as they made
plans for the summer vacation, but Amanda was
filled with such sadness and anxiety she could
barely concentrate on her studies. Amanda
wasn’t sure why she had not told any of her
friends about her family’s plans to move out of
state the week after school was out. She couldn’t quite find the right time to share the news.
1. What things might have troubled the heart of
Amanda?
2. How might the secrecy of the move
compounded Amanda’s anxiety?
Amanda’s father had already moved and started
his new job. He had found a house and was
busy making preparations for the family. The
plan was for the movers to pick up the furniture
from the old house, travel to the new home, and
arrange the furniture before the family arrived.
During the final weeks before the move, it
helped Amanda to see the photographs of the
new house and neighborhood.
Amanda
appreciated her father had gone ahead and
prepared the way for her family. Saying
goodbye was still hard, but Amanda knew she
was heading to a place of love.
3. Describe a situation where someone went
ahead of you and made preparations. What was
that like?
4. How does it feel like to go somewhere new?
As we face new or difficult circumstances, Jesus
does not want our hearts to be troubled, but
invites us to believe and trust in him. From
belief comes a desire to know Jesus and to
discern his way and teachings. Discernment
leads us to follow Jesus on a path of daily
discipleship. Because the way of Jesus is the
way of God, it is also the way of truth. One
thing leads to another, but the way of Jesus leads
to the Father who sent Jesus to us.

