
 

  

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

  2 Megan Swink 

  3 Flo Gilbert 

  3 Laura Rahja 

  9 Kaydence Corkran 

  11 Rachel Choate 

  13 Caleb Hayes 

  16 Nancy Meek 

  19 Carol Buchanan 

  20 David Jones 

  21 Jeannie Adams 

  22 Bridget Delaney 

  25 Karlan Babineaux 

  25 Brooke Estes 

  26 Bob Appel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others!  

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

MAY 31—JUNE 7, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Day of Pentecost 

May 31, 2020 
 

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish 

festival celebrating the harvest and the   

giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days 

after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we 

celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence 
within and among us. In Acts the Spirit  

arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing 

God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds 

us that though we each have different    

capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that 

equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes 
the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering 

them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we 

too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit 

and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming 

love to all the world. 

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of May are given by  Ann  

and Charles Hall in honor of her 
mother, Dorothy McCallum, who 
is 90 years old this month. 

 

May 24, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $725.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 20 Offering: $700.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0 

Online Offering: $275.00 
 

MTD Income : $7,416.71 

MTD Expenses : $12,952.54 
YTD Income : $60,563.64 

YTD Expenses : $72,643.60 

 

 
    



 

  

TODAY 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
 

Refreshment Time —10:15 am  

ZOOM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP—11:00 am  
 

TUESDAY JUNE 2 

Devotion —10:00 am  

ZOOM 
 

SUNDAY JUNE 7 

Traditional Worship—9:00 am 

 Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 
 

Most of our activities were cancelled 

due due to COVID-19.We will keep 

you updated as this continues to 

change. 
 

MORE ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES COMING! 
 

 

QUILT RAFFLE 
 
We are having a raffle for our newest 

quilt.  Janet Kitchens made a     
beautiful quilt to raffle at our Annual 
Bazaar at the end of the year. The 

prices are $1 per ticket or $5 for 6 
tickets. 
 

The tickets are available for purchase 

in the Church Office. Please help  
support our Music Ministry and buy, 
buy, buy! 
 

 

 

  

 

at heart a relationship? ● Talk about your 
style of forming relationships: Are you a 

person who offers the first word or one who 
waits until another person comes to you?    
● How do you handle rejection when you 

try to approach someone to begin a          
relationship and they do not respond?  

KEY COMPONENT OF DISCIPLESHIP: 

Discipleship begins with Jesus calling us into 
a relationship with him, inviting us to be his 

disciples and challenging us to respond with 
an act of obedience. ● Jesus has offered this 

invitation — not to agree with an idea or set 
of teachings, not to join an institution or   

organization. Jesus invites disciples to     
himself. There is only one thing that attracts 

people. It is the one who issues the call:    
Jesus. Therefore, the call of Jesus is first and 

foremost an exclusive attachment to Jesus. 
How do we as individuals and as a           

congregation offer that call?  

● The call to discipleship is a call to a       
relationship with the living Christ. The call is 

freely given and the response is an act of 
faith. Faith is described in these texts as a 

matter of taking, by the power of the Spirit, 
the first step of obedience in following Jesus. 

The response is the evidence of faith.       
Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes, “Unless a       

definite step is demanded, the call vanishes 
into thin air and if people imagine that they 

can follow Jesus without taking this step, 
they are deluding themselves like fanatics.” 

Faith is inseparable from obedience.     
Whenever the call is made and the response 

is one of obedience, the Spirit has worked 
faith. What does the close connection        

between faith and obedience say about your 
faith life? What does it mean for the way the 

invitation is offered to others through you 
and through your congregation? What does it 

mean to you to live the “obedience of faith”?  

Those who are hearing Jesus’ call to follow 
him for the first time might make a         

commitment to respond to that call through 
prayer and by continuing to study the Word. 

Members of the group might pray for and lay 
hands on those making that commitment and 

promise to be with them throughout the 
study. Others could share and pray for help 

with things in their lives that need to change 
as they move toward mature discipleship.  

 



 

  

3. Where in your life do you need transformed 
by the Holy Spirit? 
4. Where do you need courage?  
 
 Just because the Holy Spirit is given to      
disciples, it does not necessarily mean life will 
become easy.  Instead some days can feel like 
a parched desert.  We get thirsty for meaning 
and substance.  Jesus says to each of us, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the 
ne who believes in me drink.  Out of the      
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living    
waters.” (John 7:38 NRSV) 
5. What does it feel like to get thirsty?  
6. How does Jesus provide living waters to 
you?  
7. How might you invite someone else to know 
about Jesus and his living waters?  
8. How might the Holy Spirit empower and 
guide you in that conversation?  
  
Prayer  
Holy Spirit, come into my life and fill me with 
courage and joy to follow Jesus every day of 
my life.  Amen   
 
Dig Deeper  
Acts 2:1-21  
 

last word  
Each day this week, take a moment  to breathe 

deeply and pray for God’s Spirit to fill your 
heart.  

 
 

\  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship  

 
 
 
 

Growing Disciples 
Discipleship in the New Testament  

The Invited Become Followers 
By the Rev. John F. Bradosky, Pastor of Grace Lutheran, 

Huntington Beach, California Congregation 
 
 

FOCUS: At its heart, discipleship is a series 
of relationships. The first relationship is the 
disciple’s relationship with Jesus. The second 
focus is the relationship between disciples. 
The final relationship that must be included in 
any New Testament study of discipleship is 
the relationship of the disciples to others. Each 
relationship begins the same way: with an in-
vitation and a response.  
 
What is your definition of “disciple”? What 
does the word mean to you right now? ● What 
does it mean to you to say that discipleship is  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Rod Ruppel, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

and Khris Taylor, Jr. 

 

REPURPOSING PARSONAGE 

 
We are going strong with our           
repurposing of the parsonage efforts.  

Our team consists of Dale Corkran, 
Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb 
Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy and Leo     

Perez, and Pastor Paul.  These guys 
have been turning the Parsonage into 

a multi-use building that will house 
the Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day 
Out.  They have all been using their  

time and talents to further the 
church’s ministry.  They knocked 

down walls, put up walls, and every-
thing in-between! 
 

We want to give a BIG THANK—YOU 
to each of you. 



 

  

Sunday, Pentecost (A) – John 7:37-
39  
 
Tips of Discipleship:  Be Open to the Spirit  
Focus Question:  How has the Spirit been at 
work in your life during the last week?  
  
Word of life    “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me, and let the one who believes in 
me drink.”  John 7:37 (NRSV)  
  
Read John 7:37-38 Jesus is participating in the 
annual Festival of Booths.  (John 7:2)  This 
seven-day autumn event is sometimes referred 
to as the “Festival of Tabernacles”.  People 
gather at this agricultural festival to pray and 
celebrate the autumn rains needed for a healthy 
crop during the following year.    
 
Each morning people join a processional to the 
fountain of Gihon near Jerusalem to watch the 
priest take water from the fountain.  The crowd 
moves from the fountain back to Jerusalem 
carrying symbols of the fruits of the harvest 
and singing songs.  The final day is the most 
solemn.  
  
In the middle of the festival Jesus teaches at the 
temple and stirs up the Jews.  They are baffled 
by his authority and his identity.  Tension 
mounts.  The Pharisees and chief priests send 
the temple police to arrest Jesus.  (See John 
7:10-36)  
  
On the final and climatic day of the festival 
Jesus stands and cries out, “Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me, and let the one who       
believes in me drink.  As the scripture has said, 
‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 
living water.’”  (John 7:37-38 NRSV) 
1. What do the words of Jesus mean to you? 
2. When do people get thirsty for things other 
than water? 
3. How does the speech of Jesus about water 
connect with the Festival of Booths?  
  
 Jesus quotes scripture in these verses, but his 
reference is unclear.  Bible scholars attribute 
this quote to either Psalm 78:16, “He made 
streams come out of the rock, and caused    
waters to flow down like rivers” (NRSV) or 
Zechariah 14:8, “On that day living waters 
shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to 
the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea; it shall continue in summer as in          
winter.” (NRSV)  
  
These images of water flowing freely from 
rocks and out of the desert are powerful.  Most 
of Israel is a dry, barren land with minimal 
sources of water.  Thus, when Jesus claims to 
be the source of water and invites those who 

 

  

 are thirsty to come to him, people listen.  Jesus 
realizes everyone in his crowd is a person who 
gets thirsty.  Consequently, his words have the 
potential of touching a chord with each person 
who hears.  He invites each person to come to 
him to be satisfied.  Yet, Jesus is addressing 
more than water.  He is promising living water, 
the same water described to the woman at the 
well in John 4.  Jesus promises not just a drop or 
two, but flowing water to every believer through 
the Holy Spirit.    
4. What does “out of the believer’s heart shall 
flow rivers of living water” mean to you? 
5. How do those rivers of living water flow today 
in your life?  
 
word among us    
The red geraniums surrounded the chancel in the 
sanctuary and red streamers hung from every 
corner of the church.  This congregation had 
been planning for some weeks to celebrate the 
Festival of Pentecost with red banners,           
paraments, and wonderful music.  It had been a 
particularly tough six months for the small close
-knit group of believers as they attended heart-
wrenching funerals for four active members of 
their congregation. Each died under different 
circumstances, but each death was sudden and 
premature.    
  
This congregation wanted the Holy Spirit to pick 
them up, console them, give them hope, and 
bring them to new life.  And so, they hoped  
Pentecost might be a celebration as large as 
Christmas or Easter.  Each person was           
encouraged to wear bright red clothing.  And 
sure enough, red filled that sanctuary.  Young 
girls had red ribbons woven into their flowing 
hair.  Men wore red shirts and ties with splashes 
of red.  The oldest man of the church came 
through on his promise and borrowed his   
neighbor’s red pants.  He admitted those pants 
were the ugliest thing he had ever worn in his 
life.  All that red helped, but it could not      
compare to the renewing and soothing presence 
of God’s Spirit on that day.  
1.What is your understanding of Pentecost? 
2. Take time to read the story in Acts 2:1-21 of 
the Holy Spirit coming to the disciples on     
Pentecost.  What would that have been like for 
the disciples?  
  
When the disciples gathered in Galilee, they 
were filled with fear and  for good reason.  Their 
rabbi and leader had been arrested, beaten, 
mocked and crucified.  Yet, it was the Holy 
Spirit who transformed them from frightened 
followers of Jesus to those empowered by the 
Spirit to openly proclaim a risen Christ as they 
were launched into mission work.  Pentecost is 
often considered the birthday of the church    
because of the gift of the Holy Spirit given to the 
disciples. 
 


