
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

945 W. Round Bunch Rd., Bridge City, TX   77611 

 (409) 735-4573 

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 24, 2020 

 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE              Variations on You Are Mine    - Marilyn Biery 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to 

new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in 

your image and planted us in a well-watered garden.  In the desert  
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you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us 

water from the rock.  When we did not know the way, you sent the 

Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.  At the cross, you watered 

us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again 

with the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water 

in this font, and for all water everywhere.  Bathe us in your 

forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the 

life only you can give. To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN            “In Christ There is No East or West” 

ELW 650 

 

 
 

GREETING 
 

Alleluia!   Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                      ELW S149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us 

and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each 

other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn 

into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                   Acts 1:6-14 

 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, 

is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He 

replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 

Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 

in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.” 

     12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When 

they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 

they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip 

and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 

and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 

women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 68          
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain as indicated 

below.   The choir will sing the psalm text. 

 

 
 
Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee 

before him.  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; as the 

wax melts at the fires, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.  But let 

the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful. 

Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; 

YAHWEH is his name, rejoice before him!  REFRAIN 

 

Father of orphans, defender of widows, God in his holy habitation!  God gives 

the solitary a home, and bring forth prisoners into freedom; but the rebels shall 

live in dry places.  O God when you went forth before your people, when you 

marched through the wilderness, the earth shook, and the skies poured down 

rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God 

of Israel.  You sent a gracious rain O God upon your inheritance; you refreshed 

the land when it was weary.  Your people found their home in it; in your 

goodness O God, you have made provision for the poor.    REFRAIN 

 

Sing to God O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.  He rides in the 

heavens, the ancient heavens; he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.  Ascribe 

power to God; his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies.  How 

wonderful is God in his holy places, the God of Israel, giving strength and 

power to his people!  Blest be God!  REFRAIN. 

 

SECOND LESSON                       I Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking 

place among you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 

sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 

glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you 

are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, 

is resting on you. 

     5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 

so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, 
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because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 

someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 

know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 

the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a 

little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 

establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will 

chant the verse. 
 

 
 

I will not leave you orphaned; says the Lord.  I am coming to you. 

 

GOSPEL                  John 17:1-11 

 

The holy gospel, according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked 

up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 

authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 

given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified 

you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 

had in your presence before the world existed. 

  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 

from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 

they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you 
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have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 

have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 

am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 

but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified 

in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY           “You are Mine”               ELW 581 
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THE NICENE CREED 

 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
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and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join 

the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your 

church in the truth of your gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the 

call to proclaim your reign to all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore 

the mysteries of the universe. We pray for the work of scientists 

and mathematicians whose skill enriches our understanding. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect 

the vulnerable. Redirect those who use violence and greed as 

weapons. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in 

grief, those without supportive families, and for all who are 

isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may rest their anxieties in 

your care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially 
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remember this day those who risked their lives to serve in our 

armed forces. Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad, and 

assure them of your never-failing strength. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you 

thanks for the faithful examples of those who have listened to your 

voice and now rest in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 

whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM                    “O, Give Thanks”      - Douglas E. Wagner 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such 

a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as you do 

with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your 

name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                      ELW S153 

 

 

 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe 

declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each 

cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 

and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We 

bless you, O God. 

 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 

near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with 

us now.  We thank you, O God. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 

end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.  Christ is 

risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace 

our table with your presence.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as  

the body of Christ for the world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us 

forth,  burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 

meal; among your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, 

and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 

in your church, without end.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 



13 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. 

 

LAMB OF GOD          ELW S154 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and 

our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you have opened us 

to your presence.  Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter 

with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN     “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”    ELW 656 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier”                            - Johann G. Walther 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Psalm 68 and Acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavelchko, St. James Music Press.  Used with permission.  All rights 

reserved 

 

 

Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern:  Coronavirus 

These prayers and prayer suggestions may be used or adapted as needed. Know 

that your local context may lead to additional prayers that reflect local needs 

and situations. The conclusion of the prayers may be easily adapted when 

included as part of the prayers of intercession.  

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the 

world as we face new uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the 

most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or 

in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 

workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at 
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great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and 

respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and 

communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but 

with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you 

abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

For a situation in which a worship community may be advised against 

gathering:  

Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in 

community. We treasure your presence with us in word and meal, 

song and prayer. Be with us in these days when gathering together 

as often as we would like is not possible. When we must be apart 

for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your 

sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, 

reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in 

prayer. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our constant companion. 

Amen.  

As you craft prayers for your local context, other needs to be named might 

include:  

Hospitals, nursing homes, other health care facilities  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

The World Health Organization Medical researchers and scientists  

Schools: Calm to children who are fearful from all they hear and 

see around them  

Patience in times of school closures  

Guidance for school administrators as they make decisions  

Workplaces: Workers who are anxious about the safety of their 

workplaces  

Uncertainty in how work will be accomplished in the days ahead  

Calm and guidance amid financial uncertainties  

Government institutions and municipal agencies 

For all who travel  
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For all who grieve the loss of loved ones  

For other needs particular to your community 

 

Jesus’ Prayer 

Decades beyond her early childhood, from time to time she repeats 

the bedtime prayer she has never forgotten: “Now I lay me down to 

sleep. I pray the Lord my soul to keep. Guard me, Jesus, through 

the night, and wake me with the morning light.” What then follows 

is the threading of names, precious like pearls, on a string. “God 

bless . . . ,” she begins, then lists mom, dad, grandmas, grandpas, 

brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, all by name. Then teachers she 

liked, friends nearby and hungry children afar, the sick neighbor, 

the old man in the library, the blind lady at the post office, the 

lifeguard at the beach. Sometimes there is an “Amen,” but often 

sleep comes first. 

Jesus washes the feet of his disciples, shares a farewell meal with 

them, and teaches for the last time about his way of love. He 

promises again the presence of the Spirit and the coming of God’s 

peace. Then, at the end of the day, he prays that God will be with 

his followers—and he prays for each of us. Jesus prays for his 

disciples, that they might know the love of God just as much as 

they know the real person of Jesus. 

Jesus’ prayer is also a prayer for unity. Jesus prays that we may be 

one just as he and God are one. Jesus prays, “All mine are yours, 

and yours are mine” (John 17:10). Following Jesus’ example, we 

also may pray for the unity of all people with God, and the 

reconciling of peoples and all creation. We pray that what the 

world rejects God will receive. We pray that what the world 

divides God will make one. We pray that what the world threatens 

God will protect. 

May we be comforted by Jesus’ prayer for us, and may we be so 

emboldened to pray ourselves for the blessing, presence, and unity 

found in our risen Lord and Savior. 


