
 

  

 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Elizabeth Clark 

2 Lauren Scott 

4 Susan Beard 

4 Kate Buysse 

4 Max Buysse 

8  Tana Hightower 

8 Charles Stelly 

9 Ellia Stamatis 

9 Grace Walhood 

14 Cody Corkran 

15 Dean Buysse 

15 Cody Buysse 

 16 Mia Ruppel 

20 Lisa Reeves 

20 Lisa Rougeau 

22 Michele Ruppel 

22 Victor Viator 

27 Patricia Gambrell 

27 Barbara Whitrock 

28 Evangeline Jowell 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

JUNE 21—JUNE 28, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday After Pentecost 
June 21, 2020 

God does not promise that the path 
of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah 

feels the pain of rejection from those 
who do not want to hear what he 
has to say. Jesus declares that his 

words may bring stark division. 
Even so, we need not be afraid for 
God accounts for each hair on our 

heads. Though we may experience 
rejection, frustration, division, and 

death, God’s grace and love make us 
a new creation each day. Marked 
with the cross and filled with holy 

food, we are sent from worship to 

witness to Christ in the world. 

 

The Chancel Flowers for the 
month of June are given by  Carol 

Ann Nichols in memory of Anna 
Lisa Jones, beloved daughter and 

child of God. 
 

 

June 14, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 25 Offering: $2,065.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 21 Offering: $1,425.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $400.00 

Online Offering: $200.00 
 

MTD Income : $10,036.31 

MTD Expenses : $9,248.46 
YTD Income : $71,203.70 

YTD Expenses : $83,242.49 
 

 



 

  

TODAY 
 

FATHER’S DAY 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

MONDAY JUNE 22 
 

Choir  6:00 pm 

Bells  7:15 pm 

 

TUESDAY JUNE 23 
 

Bible Study —10:00 am  

ZOOM 

 

THURSDAY JUNE 25 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY JUNE 26 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

 

SATURDAY JUNE 27 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—7:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 

SUNDAY JUNE 28 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

 

 

      QUILT RAFFLE 
 
We are having a raffle for our newest 

quilt.  Janet Kitchens made a     
beautiful quilt to raffle at our Annual 
Bazaar at the end of the year. The 

prices are $1 per ticket or $5 for 6 
tickets. 
 

The tickets are available for purchase 

in the Church Office. Please help  
support our Music Ministry and buy, 
buy, buy! 
 

 

 

  

 

that is possible only through Jesus. This freedom is 
only through obedience to Jesus and all he          

commands. Such a transformed life becomes a model 
for others. What does the transformed life mean to 

you? In what way have you been a model for others? 
How have others been a model for you? 

2. Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes, “To be conformed to 
the image of Christ is not an ideal to be striven after. 

It is not as though we had to imitate him as well as 
we could. We cannot transform ourselves into his 

image; it is rather the form of Christ which seeks to 
be formed in us (Gal. 4:19), and to be manifested in 

us. Christ’s work in us is not finished until he has 
perfected his own form in us. We must be assimilated 

to the form of Christ in its entirety, the form of Christ 
incarnate, crucified and glorified.” (Cost of         

Discipleship, p. 301) How can an intentional focus 
on transformation best happen in your                 

congregation? What do small groups and the study 
of the Word have to do with that transformation? 

3. There are seven major “faith practices” that are a 

part of the “Call to Discipleship.” They are important 
to look at here because they are essential lifestyle 

practices of the transformed disciple.  
PRAY This is the foundation for transformation  

because it is the way to a close and growing         
relationship with Jesus.  

STUDY Immersion in the Word opens the disciple to 
the work of the Spirit through the Word — a work 
that offers direction and challenge for the disciple’s 

way.  
WORSHIP Every disciple seeks to be nurtured 

through regular encounters with God. Worship    
happens both within the community of faith and in 

one’s private devotional life.  
INVITE Disciples live out their commitment to give 
away what they have received from Jesus by inviting 

others to come, follow, learn, and become involved 
in ministry.  

ENCOURAGE Disciples care for one another by 
offering spiritual encouragement to others.  

SERVE As disciples follow Jesus, they are forced 
out into the world to address the hurts of others with 

the power of God’s love and compassion.  
GIVE Disciples give the gifts they have received. As 
we give for the sake of Jesus and his Kingdom, we 

learn to give up one reality and embrace the reality 
of the Kingdom. Disciples at this point can          

distinguish the difference between the world view 
that Jesus offers and their own western, materialistic, 

individualistic, rational world view with all its self-
seeking values, and more intentionally embrace the 
one Jesus offers. 

 
Pray for the spiritual growth of your congregation. 

Let the Holy Spirit give you a vision for what life 
might be like in your congregation with the majority 

of your people reaching this level of spiritual       
maturity. Sense both the excitement and the        
challenges of this part of Jesus’ plan of discipleship. 

Pray that Jesus will prepare the hearts of people in 
your congregation to accept this challenge.  

 

 



 

  

5. How does a decision to follow Jesus take priority 
over honoring your parents?  Or, does it ever take   
priority?  How so? 
6. Is Jesus encouraging conflict within the family?  If 
not, what is Jesus saying? 
  
Jesus expects rejection.  He also expects his disciples to 
be rejected.  No wonder the disciples became anxious 
and were filled with fear.  Keep in mind, Jesus doesn’t 
restrict this rejection to disciples of the first century.  
Instead, Jesus prepares disciples throughout the       
centuries to be rejected.   
 
Have no fear.  Prayerfully ponder the words of Martin 
Luther in his hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”:  
 

Were they to take our house,  
  goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 Though life be wrenched away. 
  They cannot win the day. 

 The Kingdom’s ours forever! 
 
Prayer  
Jesus, give me courage to endure rejection, pick up my 
cross, and follow you.  Amen. 
Dig Deeper 
Romans 5:1-8 

last word  
Pray for the times in your life  

where you need courage to be faithful. 
 
 

  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade Copyright © 2008 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provid-
ed the above copyright notice is included. www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/
dailydiscipleship  
 

 

Growing Disciples 
Discipleship in the New Testament  
Ministers Become Living Examples 

By the Rev. John  F. Bradosky, Pastor of Grace         
Lutheran, Huntington Beach, California Congregation 

 
 

FOCUS: Disciples who have experienced the power of 
Jesus at work through them for the sake of others are 
challenged to accept that same power to make needed 
changes in their own lives. These personal changes 
flow from a relationship with Jesus that continues to 
deepen and grow more  intimate. Disciples are        
challenged to integrate their relationship to Jesus into 
every aspect of their lives — a commitment that      
involves dedication to new faith practices.  
 
PRAYER: Invite the Holy Spirit to open your hearts 
and minds to insight and wisdom. Pray for changed 
wills and new behaviors that give expression to a  
growing commitment to Jesus. Pray for the relationship 
with Jesus to be renewed and deepened. Give thanks for 
spiritually mature people in your congregation. Ask the 
Spirit to teach you through the example of their visible 
commitment and lifestyle.  
 
KEY COMPONENT OF DISCIPLESHIP: 
 
Jesus challenges his disciples with a new view of reality 
called the Kingdom of God. The invitation is to live in 
the reality of his Kingdom now. As disciples accept the 
deeper demands of this call, their lives are completely 
transformed and become integrated into a wholeness  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Marge Becker, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Briana Delaney, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Shawn Hickman, 

Iris Hughes, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Mike Rahja, 

Rod Ruppel, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

and Khris Taylor, Jr. 

 

REPURPOSING PARSONAGE 

 
We are going strong with our           
repurposing of the parsonage efforts.  

Our team consists of Dale Corkran, 
Gary Deleon, Charles Hall, Caleb 
Hayes, Carl Owen, Rosy and Leo     

Perez, and Pastor Paul.  These guys 
have been turning the Parsonage into 

a multi-use building that will house 
the Pinnacle Christian Mother’s Day 
Out.  They have all been using their  

time and talents to further the 
church’s ministry.  They knocked 

down walls, put up walls, and        
everything in-between! 
 

We want to give a BIG THANK—YOU 
to each of you. 



 

  

(A) Matthew 10:24-39  
 
Tips of Discipleship: Be Not Afraid   
Focus Question:  When do you need courage 
from God?  
  
Word of life   “So do not be afraid; you are 
of more value than many sparrows.”       
Matthew 10:31 (NRSV) 
    
Read Matthew 10:24-39 
Jesus continues his advice to his disciples   
concerning mission work.  It is not going to be 
easy.  Jesus says to his disciples, “See, I am 
sending you out like sheep into the midst of 
wolves; so be as wise as serpents and innocent 
as doves.”  (Matthew 10:16 NRSV)  Jesus 
clearly warns his disciples about being abused, 
betrayed, persecuted, hated, and killed. 
1. What makes his disciples continue following 
him despite these warnings? 
2. Why should these disciples have it any easier 
than their teacher, Jesus? 
 
It is safe to assume that anyone connected to 
Jesus may experience problems – some of 
which might be life-threatening.  The disciples 
and their loved ones have legitimate reasons to 
be afraid.  Some people intend harm for the 
disciples.   But Jesus overrules their fear with a 
command, “So have no fear of 
them.”  (Matthew 10:26 NRSV) 
3. What is the opposite of fear? 
4. If you were afraid and someone told you to 
stop being afraid, would that work?  Why or 
why not? 
5. How effective are people when they are 
afraid? 
 
Jesus does more than speak words to counter 
the fear of the disciples.  He reminds his      
disciples of the care and concern of God      
towards them.  Although some may fall to  
bodily harm, God protects the spirit of those 
who believe in God.  There is no doubt God 
values and cares for humans more than        
sparrows – especially those humans who 
acknowledge Jesus before others.  Those who 
deny Jesus before God are right to be filled 
with fear – a fear of God. 
6. Paraphrase Matthew 10:26-33.  What is  
Jesus trying to say? 
7. How does God demonstrate care for        
humanity? 
 
It is one thing to be ostracized by strangers.  It 
is something else to be rejected by family 
members.  Jesus is most serious about this.  
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace 
to the earth: I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword.”  (Matthew 10:34 NRSV) 

 

  

  
8. How could the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, 
not bring peace? 
9. Why might some family members reject a   
follower of Jesus? 
10. What would it mean to be alienated from 
family due to faith in Jesus? 
 
Jesus understands discipleship as a series of 
choices made daily – to follow Jesus or to chase 
after something else.  Jesus desires a sole       
allegiance.  He even encourages followers to 
pick up a cross and to follow.  Make no mistake; 
a cross made of wood is heavy.  It cannot be  
casually thrown over a shoulder along with other 
things.  Instead, carrying a cross takes a certain 
determination and persistence.  In doing so, a 
person is able to find his or her life.  
11. What does it mean to find your life? 
12. How might carrying a cross help you to find 
your life? 
 
word among us    
Monica’s family didn’t attend church very often 
when she was young.  But when they did,   
Monica noticed the women sat in the back while 
the men served in leadership positions in the 
front.  As a child, she was relieved when the 
family stopped attending worship. 
 
While at college, Monica started to attend     
Sunday worship with her friends.  They found a 
Lutheran church near the college campus.  Over 
time, she became more involved, asking lots of 
questions about theology.  Finally she admitted 
to her pastor her sense of call to serve as an   
ordained minister.  The pastor, the church      
family, and her friends heartily endorsed that 
calling. 
 
Her family at home was less than enthused about 
Monica’s career choice.  Her parents believed 
she was planning to go to seminary for attention 
or to find a husband.  The entire family turned 
against her, announcing they would disown her 
if she pursued becoming a pastor.  This made no 
sense to Monica.  Her family rarely attended 
worship. 
1. What options does Monica have? 
2. What are the long-term personal ramifica-
tions for Monica if she pursues ordination? 
3. How might you counsel Monica? 
4. Have you ever been disowned because of your 
faith in Jesus Christ?  If so, what happened? 

 
It is not easy to have strangers turn against you 
because of your faith, but it even worse when it 
is your family.  One of the commandments is to 
honor parents. It gets confusing to imagine    
parents rejecting their child due to the child’s 
decision to follow Jesus.   
 


