TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 20—SEPTEMBER 27, 2020

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Tim Beard
3 Marilyn Wheeler
4 Dale Corkran
6 Marilyn Bennett
6 Alexa Moerbe
6 Trevor Trahan
11 Rhett Moerbe
12 Emma Buysse
12 Donna Lanthier
14 Pat Appel
15 Danielle Gonzales
18 Linda Schulz
19 Trent Corkran
20 Clint Smith
21 Charles Hall
24 Arthur Sherwood
26 Brennan Jones
28 Christi Moerbe
30 Kaden Stelly

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 20, 2020
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’
controversial parables in which Jesus
says that the reign of God is like that
of a landowner who pays his workers
the same wage no matter what time of
day they began to work. When God
changes God’s mind about punishing
Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is
angry. Yet God is gracious and
merciful, abounding in steadfast love.
In baptism we receive the grace of God
that is freely given to all. As Martin
Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s
mercy we are all beggars.
The Chancel Flowers for the month
of September are given by Lisa and
Ed Reeves in honor of her mother,
Pat Appel, in celebration of her
birthday.
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Sep 13, 2020
First Worship Service
Attendance: 12 Offering: $900.00
Second Worship Service
Attendance: 17 Offering: $875.00
Beaumont Worship Service
Attendance: n/a Offering: $2,200.00
Online Offering: $25.00
MTD Income : $6,134.42
MTD Expenses : $12,173.80
YTD Income : $142,675.81
YTD Expenses : $131,421.43

TODAY

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 21
Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am
Choir Practice—6:00 pm
Bells Practice—7:15 pm
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 23
Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 24
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26
SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship—11:00 am
Church Council—12:15 pm
Confirmation—12:00 pm
Many of our activities were cancelled
due to COVID-19. We will keep you
updated as this continues to change.

HURRICANE LAURA
We were AGAIN very busy last week after
the Hurricane came through. Some of our
relief efforts included:
Sunday: Around 20 people from Inspiritus
set up their base camp and went out each
day to help those in the area to begin their
efforts to help with the Hurricane disaster
relief.
Wednesday: Sandwiches were prepared by
a church group from Baytown

Thursday:
The sandwiches made the
previous day were bagged and then
delivered to Sulphur. The people helping
were Caleb Hayes, Martha Zoch & Carl
Owen, John Taylor, and Pastor Paul. They
gave out about 300 sandwiches.
Saturday: There was a Synod work day
with Good Shepherd being the host. People
came from around the Synod to go put
together toiletry bags to deliver to
neighborhoods as well as people who did
physical labor to help people in the Lake
Charles area. Pastor Paul and people from
Inspiritus helped with this work day.
What a blessing to those in need as well as
those of us who are providing some sort of
help to those people!!! God is blessing this
church with a strong mission during this
time of disaster.
KUDOS to our wonderful people!

BUILDING FUND

INSPIRITUS

Approximate cost: $800,000.00

We have volunteers with the group
Inspiritus camped at our church as they
go out to Texas and Louisiana locations to
help rebuild and revive hope after the
devastation of Hurricane Laura. These
people are busy as bees - please say hello
if you notice them buzzing around our
area.
If you wish to volunteer or if you need
assistance in the Bridge City area, please
call The Inspiritus Homeowner Hotline 409
-221-8275.

Collected: $327,489.42
Pledge: $160,450.00
Please pray about a special
donation or commitment to the
BUILDING VISION!

5. Tell this parable with modern-day images.

It’s no wonder we struggle with God’s grace.
Without counting the cost, God continues to give
unmerited love. There is something inherently
unfair in the whole idea of grace. Is it fair that,
“While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”?
Is it fair that the gift is for all of us, active
members, attending every workday at the church,
every worship service, and also for those of us
who may be inactive members, seekers, or
“back-sliders”? Remarkably--for us, for all of us,
“God so loved the world....”
6. How do you explain grace to another person?
7. How have you been able to receive the gift of
God’s grace in your life?
It’s just not fair, this grace upon grace. It’s just
not fair, and thank God it’s not!
8. What in this parable do you find challenging as
a disciple of Jesus?
9. How might you extend grace in the coming
week?
Prayer Gracious God, grant us your grace. Amen
Dig Deeper
Ephesians 1:15-23
last word
This week, give
God’s grace away
—on purpose.

Daily Discipleship
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade
Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included.
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship

THANK YOU!
Thank you to Chris Richter, Brendan
Cunningham, and John Taylor for
cleaning out the flower beds at the
church.
They were getting a bit
overgrown
and
now
they
look
FABULOUS!
We are happy that our
church looks good from the street.

HELP!
We still need help collecting items for our
ministry
in
Lake
Charles
and
surrounding areas due to Hurricane
Laura.
The items needed are paper
towels, toilet paper, non-perishable food,
cleaning supplies, individually wrapped
snacks, and cleaning supplies. Please
help us with your donations of any of
these items.

PRAYERS ARE
UPLIFTED FOR:
Rev. John Alexander,
Edith Babcock,
Frances Boudreaux,
James Brown,
Nancy Carlson,
Briana Delaney,
Ann Duwe,
The Family of Dorothy Eckhardt,
Anita Fox,
Tammi Geren,
Jim Graham,
Kenneth Heycock,
Iris Hughes,
Brad Lanthier,
Dorothy McCallum,
Nancy Meek,
Kenri Mugleston,
Mark Norville,
Maxine Pierce,
Arnold Proellochs,
Mike Rahja,
Dorothy Schwarzlose,
Grant Stewart,
Beverley Swink,
Grace Walhood,
and Amanda Warden.
AND

Anita Fox,
Melody Fox,
Patricia Gambrell,
Flo Gilbert,
David, Danielle, Miles & Mathis Gonzales,
And Amanda Gray, Kaleb & Jacob Myers.

Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and I will listen to
you. 13 You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all
your heart. (Jr. 29:12-13)

Sunday, September 18-24 (A) Matthew 20:1-16

The Challenge of Discipleship: Grace
Focus Question: What surprises you about
God’s grace?

word of life

“[The landowner said], ‘Am I not allowed to
do what I choose with what belongs to me?
Or are you envious because I am generous?’”
Matthew 20:15 (NRSV)
Read Matthew 20:1-16
1. What are the surprises in this parable?
The whole issue here is fairness. The owner and
the workers had an agreement (Greek word
symphoneo). The first workers were to be paid
what was fair—a day’s wage (a denarius). The
owner promises to pay the others hired
“whatever is right” (20:4). To the surprise of all,
they are also paid a denarius.
Is this fair? The first hired don’t think so. The
owner responds to their complaint: “Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs
to me? Or are you envious because I am
generous?” (A more literal translation would be,
“Or is your eye evil because I am good?” 20:15)
2. Was the landowner fair?
3. Was he required to be fair?
The generosity of the landowner goes against
what is seen to be fair. Similarly, God insists on
acting out of grace. Fair or not, God gives all
things freely. The words beginning and ending
this parable challenge disciples of every age. In
God’s kingdom, “the last will be first, and the
first … last.” (19:30, 20:16)
4. Is God “fair” in God’s generosity? Why or
why not?
5. If God was fair and gave each person what he
or she deserved, what would that mean for you?
The Greek word for “friend” used in the parable
(20:13) is only used three times in the New
Testament – all in the Gospel of Matthew. In
the parable of the wedding banquet (Matthew
22:1-14), the king uses this word to address the
man without the proper wedding garment. The
other occurrence is found in the Garden of
Gethsemane when Jesus addresses Judas as he
betrays him (Matthew 26:50). In all three, the
word suggests a relationship in which the hearer
has very nearly offended or scorned the speaker.
(Translating the word, “Look, pal,” might more
aptly convey the tone of the word.)
As the first laborers grumble about the
unfairness of their employer, the landowner
reminds them, “Look, pal, I agreed to pay you a
denarius, and that’s what you were paid.” The

challenge for the workers who endured the day’s
labor is the owner’s seemingly unfair generosity.
6. How is the reaction of the laborers typical or
atypical?
7. With which group of laborers do you most
identify? Why?
Jesus begins this parable, “For the kingdom of
heaven is like a landowner. . .” Take a moment
to ponder the kingdom of heaven.
8. How is the kingdom of heaven like the
landowner?
9. Complete this sentence: “For the kingdom of
heaven is like. . . “.
Word among us
The following is a true story. A campus pastor
was teaching a college course on the life and
teachings of Jesus. As the date for the final
exam approached, the class spent several hours
reviewing the material. Some students requested
extra individualized time with the pastor. Other
students met in peer study groups, cramming for
the test. One student, realizing she had to be
gone the day of the exam, arranged for a makeup exam, only to be told that the make-up test
would be much more difficult.
The day of the exam arrived; students sleepily
filed into the room, obviously tired from a night
of little sleep and lots of study. The campus
pastor walked in, looking very serious. “Before
we begin, I would like to read a passage from
the Gospel of Matthew.” The parable of the
laborers in the vineyard was read. The pastor
closed the Bible and said, “This reading says
that it’s all a gift – it’s all grace. So you’ve all
made an A on your exam, and you’re free to
go.”
The students sat, stunned, for a moment; and
then something unexpected began to happen. A
murmur arose from the class – a murmur of discontent. “You mean we studied all this time for
nothing, and those who didn’t study or even
show up today get an A too? You’ve got to be
kidding! It’s just not fair!”
1. How would you have reacted?
2. What was the campus pastor trying to teach
the students?
3. When have you experienced a grace
moment?
Our whole working lives are based on an
agreement that offers fair wage—we do
something in order to get something. In the
world of work there is no such thing as a free
lunch.
4. At work, are people treated more with grace
or justice? Explain.

