
 

  

 

 
   

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Denise Stamatis 

3 Ruby Hickey 

4 Amanda Gray 

4 Gerald Bryant 

7 Erma Richter 

8 Hayden Sappington 

9 Michael Lockwood 

10 Rachel Belcher 

10 Janet Kitchens 

18 Beverley Swink 

24 Barbara Edwards 

25 Emma Moerbe 

26 Danika Jones 

28 Geralyn Trahan 

29 Robert Rahja 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
NOVEMBER 15—NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after              

Pentecost—Advent II 
November  15, 2020 

 

Our readings during November speak of 
the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that 
the coming day of the LORD will be filled 
with wrath and distress. Paul says it will 
come like a thief in the night and urges 
us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the 
parable of the talents, calling us to use 
our gifts, while we still have time, for the 
greater and common good. In a world 
filled with violence and despair, we gather 
around signs of hope—word, water, 
bread, and wine—eager to welcome the 
good news of Christ’s coming among us.  

 

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month of 
November are given by Kathy and    
Victor Viator and Maye Hanson in 
memory of  Corbyn Lowe and Bob   
Hanson. 

 
Nov 8, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 15 Offering: $2,320.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 19 Offering: $466.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0 

Online Offering: $175.00 
 

MTD Income : $7,356.44 
MTD Expenses : $2,769.49 
YTD Income : $166,869.64 

YTD Expenses : $154,193.95 

 

  



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council Meeting—12:15 pm 
 

MONDAY NOVEMBER  16 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 
Choir Practice—6:00 pm   

 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17 
 

AA Meeting — 9:30 am 

Gumbo Meal Sale 11 am—1 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 18 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 

MDO Campus Tour 3:00 pm 
 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 19 
 

AA Meeting — 9:30 am 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 21 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Christmas Bazaar 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 26 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $920,000.00 
Collected: $329,199.42 

Pledge: $160,450.00 
 

Please pray about a special        

donation or commitment to the 
BUILDING VISION! 

 
 

 

  

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE 
We will be participating in the      

Christmas Angel Tree sponsored by 
Bridge City/Orangefield Ministerial. The 

gifts will be given out the first week of 
December. Be thinking about whether of 

not you can help.  

NOVEMBER SERVICE  
PROJECT 

Our November Service Project is         
collecting Baby items.  Please bring all 

things BABY to the church.  These 
items will be given to the Rainbow Room 

in Orange. Please prayerfully consider 
donating for this worthy cause.  Thank 

you!  
 

TITHING:  Each week, ways to re-imagine 
the tithe will be looked at so that we can 
see it as an essential expression of the life 
of faith. 
 

First one is as a tool for transformation!  
It is easy to find Old Testament passages 
that demand the tithe, but there are no 
verses in the New Testament that offer it 
as the basis for Christian giving. Yet Jesus 
talked about money regularly throughout 
his ministry: two thirds of his sayings and 
stories were related to the dangers of  
money, material possessions and greed. 
What happened to the tithe? The           
understanding of giving that Jesus taught 
is so radical that it spills beyond the    
confines of the law. In Matthew 23:23, one 
of the series of woes against the scribes 
and Pharisees, Jesus accuses them of 
punctiliousness in their tithe of 'things' 
and neglectful in their concern for the 
"weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faith." The good news is that 
tithing is not necessary for our salvation; 
the bad news is that Jesus expects us to 
do both — tithe and work for justice. And 
yet even the bad news is good news       
because tithing gives us a transformed 
spirit and enhanced resources for the work 
of justice. The discipline of tithing shapes 
us into people who understand and live 
the abundant life of self-giving that Jesus 
teaches. That's why former tithers are so 
rare — once you have gotten a closer view 
of the kingdom, and a bigger piece of it, 
the old life of accumulation loses its      
appeal. 



 

  

besides, I wanted to conserve my strength to    
welcome you.”  “Then dance, my son,” the father 
said, “for my village and my heart is empty.” 
 

But as the third son went to get up, he grimaced 
and fell.  His legs were so stiff from sitting that 
they were no longer fit for dancing.  The father, 
filled more with sadness than anger said, “Our  
village could survive with little food and fuel; but 
it could not without hope.”  And they wept.   
 

(Adapted from a story by William J. Bausch,    
Storytelling: Imagination and Faith, Mystic,   
Connecticut:  Twenty-Third Publications, 1984) 
 

1. What gifts have you (individually or as a   
congregation) been given? 

2. How do you try to be a good steward of the 
God-given gifts you have? 

3. What does it mean to faithfully use these gifts? 
4. How might you encourage people to use their 

gifts? 
 

Prayer 
Giver of all gifts, help us to be good stewards of 
your gifts.   
Dig Deeper 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

  last word 
This week, assess your  

God-given gifts  and 
   your stewardship of those gifts. 

  
 Daily Discipleship 

Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 
Copyright © 2005 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship                                                              

 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar is     

coming up.  It will be on Saturday,    
November 21 from 9:00 am to 2:00 

pm.  Please put this on your calendar. 
We need help! Some of the vendors 
who will be there are ATS Redneck 

Windchimes, Band Saw Boxes & More, 
Front    Doorables, Gigi's Crafts, Joyful 

Wreath Designs, Mary Kay, Mosaics 
and More, Paparazzi Jewelry, Rustic & 

Lace, Scentsy, Sweet Creations, Tab        
Typewriter Key Jewelry, and TC Crafts. 

The church will be selling Durham     
Ellis Pecan products, frozen gumbo, 

gumbo meals, and baked items. 

GUMBO MEAL 
Our Gumbo Meal Fundraiser will be on 

Tuesday, November 17 from 11:00 am 
to 1:00 pm.  We will need some         
volunteers to make this event run 

smoothly.   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Frances Boudreaux, 

James Brown, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Jim Graham, 

Elinda Gregoire, 

Tim Guillory, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Ruby Hickey, 

Iris Hughes, 

Brad Lanthier, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Carol Ann Nichols, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Arnold Proellochs, 

Linda Rahja, 

Mike Rahja, 

Lisa Reeves, 

Paula, sister of Dorothy Scmidt, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Pat Sherwood, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

Grace Walhood, 
Harper Demis (great-grand of Grace 

 Walhood), 

and Amanda Warden. 
 

AND 
 

Aaron, Michele, Tyler & Mia Ruppel, 

Rod & Jan Ruppel, 

Chris, Linsey, Peyton & Hayden       

Sappington, 

John Scarchilli & Rachel Choate, 

and Dorothy Schmidt. 



 

  

Sunday, November 13-19 (A) – 
Matthew 25:14-30 
The Challenge of Discipleship: Stewardship 
Focus Question:  What is your typical response 
when someone gives you a lavish gift? 
 

word of life  

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been      
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’” Matthew 25:21 (NRSV) 
 
Read Matthew 25:14-30 
The parable of the talents follows immediately 
after the parable of the wise and foolish      
maidens. A talent was the largest monetary unit 
of the ancient world. One talent was equal to 
6,000 denarii.  The amount entrusted to the  
servants is huge, implying a great deal of trust 
on behalf of the master.   
 
The servants in the parable do not know how 
long the master will be gone, but they are to be 
vigilant and faithful until the master returns.    
The servants will be held accountable for how 
they use the resources entrusted to them while 
the master is gone. 
1. Were the servants actively working on the 
master’s behalf, or were they only concerned 
about their own security? How so? 
2. Why would the master trust the servants with 
so much  money? 
 
Note the familiar theme of grace in the parable.  
All are given the gift of talents; none is left    
outside the gift of grace.  The challenge in this 
parable (as in all of Matthew) for the disciple is: 
What will we do with the lavish, generous gifts 
the master has given? 
3. How would you assess the stewardship    
practices of each of the servants? 
4. Should all of the servants been given the same 
amount of talents?  Why or why not? 

 
The first two servants “went off at once” to  
multiply the gift (vs. 16-17).  They trusted in 
their relationship with the master.  They were 
future-focused, willing to risk for the master’s 
increase.  In contrast, the one-talent servant  
fearfully focused on the past.  “I knew you were 
a harsh man… so, I was afraid.”  He did not trust 
that his relationship with the master could risk 
failure.  He did not trust his own abilities.  His 
fear immobilized him and led him to hide the 
gift until the master’s return. 
5. Why did the master respond differently to 
each servant? 
6. How would you describe each of the servants 
using modern images? 

 

  

 Applying this parable to the church, the message 
is clear.  Do we encourage one another to try to 
avoid disaster; or do we foster an attitude of trust 
and faithfulness, of willing risk-taking for the 
increase of the kingdom?  There are some who 
put the gifts into action.  And there are some 
who, out of fear, doubt, or selfishness, choose to 
keep it all for themselves and fail to see that the 
gifts given are intended to be invested on behalf 
of others.  To these is spoken the word of       
judgment: If you try to keep the gift for yourself 
you will lose everything. 
7. Where do you find yourself in the parable?  
8. Would that be the same place as when you 
were younger?  Explain. 
9. What is the message of this parable for you? 
 
Word among us    
 
There was once a village chief who had three 
sons – each with a special talent.  The oldest 
cared for the olive trees, providing the village 
olive oil for food and trade.  The second son was 
a shepherd, keeping the herds in good health, 
providing food and clothing for the village.  The 
third son was a dancer, bringing cheer, beauty, 
and joy to the village. 
 
One day, the chief had to go on a long journey 
and left the village in his sons’ care.  For awhile, 
things went well, but then the cold winds began 
to blow. The olive branches, cracked from the 
ice, failed to bloom.  Soon the villagers had no 
fuel, and they begged the first son to cut down 
the trees.  He finally relented, for he knew it was 
foolish to save the trees only to lose the village. 
 
The ice made it impossible to travel, and soon 
the villagers had nothing to eat.  They begged 
the second son to kill the sheep so they wouldn’t 
starve.  At first he refused; but he finally        
realized it was foolish to save the sheep only to 
have the people perish. 
 
The villagers had just enough food and fuel to 
survive, but the hardships broke their spirits.  
They lost hope and became desperate. One by 
one they left the village in search of a better 
home. The chief finally returned to find smoke 
from his own chimney alone.  Troubled, he 
rushed into the house, surprising his sons.  
“What has become of the trees?  Where are the 
sheep?  And what has happened to the people?”   
 
The first two sons with sorrow explained what 
had happened to the trees and the sheep.  The 
father consoled them, “You did your best to save 
the village. But what has become of the people?”  
The third son spoke up.  “It hardly seemed  
proper to dance during such suffering.  And 


