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WELCOME
PRELUDE

Variations on Coronation

- Tom Birchwood

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose
forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived
as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive
by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We
have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our
neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us,

O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each
day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your
sins are forgiven, and you are free— free from all that holds you
back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be
strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and
accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN

“Beautiful Savior”

ELW 838

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND GREETING
Three candles of the wreath are lit as we pray.

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our
days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on
this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our
Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us
with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with
joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is
certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE

ELW S529

Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below. The cantor will
sing the verses.

Turn to us again, O God, our Savior, let your anger cease from us.
Lord, have mercy.

Show us your compassion, O God our Lord, grant us your salvation.
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Christ, have mercy.

Come and bring salvation; we wait, O God; may your glory dwell in us.
Lord, have mercy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the
way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace.
Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and
will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they
are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from
the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring
them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the
land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep,
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the
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injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I
will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you
pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save
my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge
between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and
he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And
I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be
prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 95
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below. The choir will
sing the verses.

Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to him
with psalms. For the Lord is great God, and a great king above all gods. In
his hand are the caverns of the earth, and the heights of the hills are his also.
REFRAIN
The sea is his for he made it, and his hands have molded the dry land. Come
let’s bow down and bend the knee, and kneel before the Lord our maker. For he
is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
REFRAIN

SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 1:15-23

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for
you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
15
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wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand
in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Please stand if you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will
chant the verse.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the lord. Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our ancestor David.

GOSPEL

Matthew 25:31-46

The holy gospel, according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of
his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
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prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and
gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or
in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least
of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON
Please stand if you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
Stanzas 1, 2, 3 6
ELW 634

THE NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
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maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in
need.
A brief silence.
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Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of
those around us. Bless all social ministries of the church through
which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of
creation to provide for the needs of all people in ways that are
sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages.
Grant
opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher in your
reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from
systems of oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see
your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away. We
remember before you those who are ill or who need care and
support… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout
the church. Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth
ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young
people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the
naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we
may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until
that day when you gather all creation around your throne where
you will reign forever and ever. Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
8

Please be seated.

RECEIVING THE OFFERING
ANTHEM “Awake the Trumpet’s Lofty Sound” - G. F. Handel
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Please stand if you are able.

Let us pray. Generous God, you have created all that is, and you
provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer, that
through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our
thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you
will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge
the world in righteousness. And so, with all the saints, with the
choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

ELW 190
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached
out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
await his coming in glory. Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
10

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink.
Please be seated.

LAMB OF GOD

ELW 199
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION
“Reflection”

- Henry Kihlken

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Please stand if you are able.

Let us pray. you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In
this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless
mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you
with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩
give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Crown Him With Many Crowns”
Stanzas 1 and 5
ELW 855

DISMISSAL
Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Theme in G”

- Francis Linley
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