
 

  

 

 
   

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3 Bobbie Brown 

5 Jennifer Buysse 

5 Mathis Gonzales 

8 Jan Ruppel 

8 Nevaeh Snider 

9 Ann Hall 

10 Luke Buysse 

11 Maye Hanson 

 12 Karri Stelly 

17 Carol Ann Nichols 

17 Brandon Warden 

19 Marten Holeman 

20 Brittney Nolan 

21 Ryleigh Moerbe 

23 Gabrielle Nolan 

25 Sharon Proellochs 

26 John Babcock 

29 Justine Nolan 

30 Peyton Sappington 

31 Jean Spitznagle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 
 

 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 6—DECEMBER 13, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent - Advent V 

December 6, 2020 
 

John calls people to repent, to clear the 
decks, to completely reorder their lives so 
that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s 
coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the 
context for this radical call: the            
assurance of forgiveness that encourages 
us to repent; the promise that the coming 
one will be gentle with the little ones.  
Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with 
John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and 
say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it 
to one another in worship, in order to say 
it with our lives in a world in need of   
justice and peace.  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month of 
December are given by Martha Zoch 
and Carl Owen in thanksgiving to God 
for His many blessings. 

 

And of his fulness have all we received, 
and grace for grace.  

(Jo. 1:16 KJV) 
 
 

 

Nov 29, 2020 
First Worship Service 

Attendance: 14 Offering: $80.00 
Second Worship Service 

Attendance: 17 Offering: $725.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 
Attendance: n/a Offering: $0 

Online Offering: $75.00 
 

MTD (Nov) Income : $16,626.64 
MTD (Nov) Expenses : $13,376.62 

YTD (Nov) Income : $176,139.84 
YTD (Nov) Expenses : $164,801.08 

 

  



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

MONDAY DECEMBER 7 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 
Choir Practice—6:00 pm 
Bell Practice—7:15 pm   

 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 8 
 

AA Meeting — 9:30 am 
 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 9 
 

Pinnacle Christian MDO—8:30 am 
 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 10 
 

AA Meeting — 9:30 am 
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 11 
 

Some Other Place —10:30 am - 1:00 pm 
SEEK & FIND Resale—12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Angel Tree Gift Distribution 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 12 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Birthday Party 4:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 13 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $920,000.00 

Collected: $329,429.42 
Pledge: $160,450.00 

 

Please pray about a special        
donation or commitment to the 

BUILDING VISION! 

 
 

 

  

TITHING 

Each week, ways to re-imagine the 

tithe as an essential expression of the 
life of faith will be examined. 
 

Another way is as a belief that giving 

is a form of liberation.    Martin     
Luther agreed. In his explanation of 

the first commandment, Luther wrote: 
"Many a person thinks he has god and 
everything he needs when he has  

money and property; in them he trusts 
and of them he boasts.... Surely such a  

person also has a god — Mammon by 
name ... on which he fixes his whole 
heart. It is the most common idol on 

earth." We are in bondage to Mammon 
and cannot free ourselves without the 
power of God. As we access that power 

to help us to grow in giving, we are 
growing in faith; we are being freed 

from guilt and liberated into             
generosity, simplicity and joy.  
 

Another way is as an opportunity for 

delight. 
 

There was a young lady of God 

Who thought tithing excessively odd 
But she let out sigh 

And she gave it a try 
Now she thrives 

on nine-tenths of her wad!   
 

The joy of having resources that are  
already set aside for giving, the delight 

of selecting which part of God's work to 
support, the freedom from the        
endlessness of always wanting more — 

these are some of the pleasures of  
tithing. When we see this kind of giving 

as more gospel than law, then we can 
tithe, and go beyond a tithe, with   
gratitude and grace and thrive. 



 

  

spot we missed, one shelf we failed to dust, one 
crumb we didn’t (and couldn’t) see.  Our          
repentance is never fully complete  
3. Are the words “Our repentance is never fully 
complete” assuring or troubling? Explain. 
 
We need the full message of John the Baptist:  
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. When we 
have done all we can do to prepare for God to 
come into our lives, God does one thing more.  
God washes away what we cannot clean.  And 
God comes, not because our house is in order, but 
to see us, because God loves us. 
 
The guest becomes the host.   The One for whom 
we prepare and clean, in the end, cleanses us.  The 
One to whom gifts are given becomes the gift.  
Our “Advent attitude” – our attitude as disciples of 
Jesus – is one of repentance and thankfulness for 
God’s forgiving grace. 
4. In what ways does God come into our lives? 
5. What can we do to prepare for God’s coming? 
  
 
 
Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus and be our guest.  Let every 
heart prepare room for you.  Amen 
Dig Deeper 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

 last word 
This week, pray for an open spirit  

as you prepare. 
 
  

 Daily Discipleship 
Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 

Copyright © 2005 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included. 

www.elca.org/evangelizingchurch/dailydiscipleship                                                              
 

 
 

THANK YOU!! 
 

 

We are still participating in our monthly 
Sack Lunch Ministry. We prepared sack 
lunches and handed them out at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Orange on 
Sunday, November 29. Thank you to  
Lisa & Gary Deleon, Caleb, Charles & 
Amelia Hayes, Amber Wheatley and   
Pastor Paul for doing this wonderful   
mission.   

 

 

THANK YOU to all who helped with the 
First Friday Meal at First Presbyterian 
Church in Orange.  It was held last     
Friday, December 4. Thank you to Haley 
Bischof, Ann Hall, Martha Zoch, and  
Pastor Paul.  This is a monthly Soup 
Kitchen activity.  
 

VOLUNTEERS ROCK!!! 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Edith Babcock, 

Frances Boudreaux, 

James Brown, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Rachel Choate, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Jim Graham, 

Elinda Gregoire, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Ruby Hickey, 

Iris Hughes, 

Brad Lanthier, 

Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Carol Ann Nichols, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Arnold Proellochs, 

Sharon Proellochs, 

Linda Rahja, 

Mike Rahja, 

Lisa Reeves, 

Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Pat Sherwood, 

Breanna Simmons, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

The Family of Patty Thibodeaux, 

Kathy Viator, 

Grace Walhood. 
 

AND 
 

Charles, Karri, & Kaden Stelly, & Emma 

Marshall, 

Buddy & Ann Stelter, 

Megan Swink, 

Rev. Mike & Beverley Swink, 

And Trevor, Geralyn, Harper (Clark) & 

Carter Trahan. 

 



 

  

Second Sunday of Advent (B) – 

Mark 1:1-8 
An Attitude of Discipleship:  Prepared 

Focus Question:  How is confession and     
preparation a part of your daily life? 
 

word of life   
 “And people from the whole countryside ... 
were baptized ... confessing their sins.”   
Mark 1:5 (NRSV) 
 
 
Read Mark 1:1-8 
“In the beginning.”   
 
For the gospel writer of Mark, the story of the 
Good News of Jesus Christ begins not with a 
birth of a child (Luke 2) or a family tree tracing 
lineage back to a great patriarch. Matthew 1)  
Nor does it begin with a cosmic connection of 
Jesus to the very beginning of creation. (John 1) 
 
Mark begins with a clear proclamation – this is a 
book of good news (Gospel) about Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son. (Mark 1:1)   And the first character 
encountered is a character indeed – an eccentric 
man with a rugged wardrobe and a sparse diet 
quoting the prophets and calling people to     
repentance – John the Baptist. 
1. If you were to write the story of Jesus, how 
would you begin? 
2. What do you know about John the Baptist? 
 
The passage quoted from Isaiah (verses 2-3)  
validates and foretells the role of John the    
Baptist.  He is the “voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord.’” (Mark 1:3) 
3. What was the key message of John the      
Baptist? 
 
His voice proclaims a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins (vs. 4).  Ritual washing 
was an important part of Israel’s worship     
practices.  Priests were to wash themselves    
before coming into the Temple.  The act of     
purification was extended to include the laity.  
Many religious sects, including the Pharisees 
and the Essene community living near where 
John the Baptist preached, emphasized the     
importance of ritual washing and purification.  
4. What are ways you prepare for worship? 
5. How might the message of John the Baptist be 
similar or different if he were teaching at your 
congregation? 
 
The washing (baptism) John proclaims has a 
specific purpose and mission:  to call people to 
repentance and forgiveness in preparation for 
One who was to come.   The Greek word for 
repentance literally means to “turn one’s mind.”    

 
 

 

  

 John called for the re-orientation of life from the 
old ways of doing things to a new, freed 
(forgiven) life of anticipation of what is about to 
come.   
 
The writer of Mark describes in great detail the 
diet and wardrobe of John the Baptist (vs. 6), 
thus identifying him as someone “out of the 
mainstream.”  He was also someone very clear 
about his role: to be a forerunner for One yet to 
come who is greater than he. (Mark 1:7) 
6. How can someone from the “outside” help us 
see things in a different light? 
 
 
 
Word among us    
 
Have you ever expected a very important person 
to come into your home?  Perhaps it was an   
important politician, or the boss or supervisor 
where you worked, or maybe a religious leader, 
or an important member of the family. 
 
What do you do to prepare for their arrival?   
You might bake something special, or mow the 
lawn (or shovel the sidewalk, depending on 
where you live).   You might choose some     
special music to be played, or purchase a gift of 
welcome.   
 
Most importantly, you probably would do some 
serious cleaning – dusting away the dirt,        
vacuuming and sweeping the floors, scrubbing 
away built-up grime and stains in the kitchen 
and bathroom.   
 
If you were to ask your guests, most would 
probably say that all the cleaning and           
preparation really didn’t matter to them.  They 
came to see you and not your house.  But the 
preparation mattered to you. 
1. What are some ways we prepare for           
important visitors in our home or church? 
 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.”  We hear John 
the Baptist’s voice ringing out, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins.  John calls for a good cleaning of our    
spiritual houses – the gossip we repeat, the 
grudges from the past that gather like dust    
bunnies in the corners of our lives, our           
inattention to the poor, our captivity to our    
culture and its misguided values.  We as        
disciples of Jesus have much to clean to get 
ready for God’s coming. 
2. Why does “a good cleaning” seem to matter 
to John the Baptist? 
 
The truth is, we can never on our own get our 
houses completely in order for God to enter.  
Left to ourselves, there will always be one more  


