
 

  

 

 
   

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3 Bobbie Brown 

5 Jennifer Buysse 

5 Mathis Gonzales 

8 Jan Ruppel 

8 Nevaeh Snider 

9 Ann Hall 

10 Luke Buysse 

11 Maye Hanson 

 12 Karri Stelly 

17 Carol Ann Nichols 

17 Brandon Warden 

19 Marten Holeman 

20 Brittney Nolan 

21 Ryleigh Moerbe 

23 Gabrielle Nolan 

25 Sharon Proellochs 

26 John Babcock 

29 Justine Nolan 

30 Peyton Sappington 

31 Jean Spitznagle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Paul Zoch 

945 W Roundbunch Rd    Bridge City, TX 77611     

Phone: 409-735-4573    Cell Phone: 409-988-3003                  

E-MAIL: goodshepherdoctx@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.golutheran.org 

FACEBOOK: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

 OUR MISSION 

A caring Christian family following Christ,  

the GOOD SHEPHERD, where we:   

SHARE God’s Love!  GROW our faith!   

and SERVE others! 

 
 

  

 

TAKE HOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 20—DECEMBER 27, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Advent VII 

December 20, 2020 
 

God keeps the promise made to David to 
give him an everlasting throne. The angel 
tells Mary that God will give David’s 
throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed 
by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of 
her coming pregnancy, but she is able 
still to say, “Count me in.” We who know 
that Jesus is called king only as he is   
executed still find it a mystery hard to 
fathom, but with Mary today we hear the 
news of what God is up to and say, 
“Count us in.”  

 

The Chancel Flowers for the month of 
December are given by Martha Zoch 
and Carl Owen in thanksgiving to God 
for His many blessings. 

 
 
 

 
 

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law.  

(Rm. 13:10) 

 
 

Dec 13, 2020 

First Worship Service 
Attendance: 20 Offering: $412.00 

Second Worship Service 
Attendance: 13 Offering: $850.00 

Beaumont Worship Service 

Attendance: n/a Offering: $600.00 
Online Offering: $25.00 

 

MTD Income : $6,388.28 

MTD Expenses : $9,891.44 
YTD Income : $182,528.12 

YTD Expenses : $174,692.52 

 

  



 

  

TODAY 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Church Council—12:15 pm 

 

MONDAY DECEMBER 21 
 

Choir Practice—6:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 22 
 

AA Meeting — 9:30 am 

 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 24 
 

Christmas Eve Service Children/Family 

Friendly —4:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Service Traditional—

6:30 pm 

 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 25 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 
 

SEEK & FIND Resale— 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 27 
 

Traditional Worship — 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship—11:00 am 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

 

 
 

Many of our activities were cancelled 

due to COVID-19. We will keep you 

updated as this continues to change. 

 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall 
 be saved.  (Ps. 80:7) 

 

 

BUILDING FUND 
 

Approximate cost: $920,000.00 
Collected: $335,689.42 

Pledge: $154,950.00 
 

Please pray about a special        
donation or commitment to the 

BUILDING VISION! 

 
 

 

  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Those Who Hear and Do 

 

Who is God’s family? Where is God’s 
home? In the church we often speak of 
our home parish as a family. Many of 

us grew up thinking of the church 
building as God’s house. But the   

readings for this day call us to         
anticipate that Emmanuel might      
understand kinship and home in     

different ways. As we approach   
Christmas, which in our culture is   
increasingly a celebration of hearth 

and home more than a public festival, 
the inclusiveness of God’s promise 

rings out from these readings. 
 

The temple often 

s tood in  the           
imagination of Israel 
as the “house of 

God,” but in 
1 Samuel God       
e x p r e s s e s           

reservations before 
the temple is even built. The promise 

made to David is not about the     
building. Instead of the expected places 
of wealth and power, God chooses to 

dwell in a people instead of a “house of 

cedar” (2 Sam. 7:2, 7). 
 

So if God is dwelling in a people, who 
is included in that promise? Although 

no one disputes that Jesus is born of 
the “house of David,” Luke’s gospel 
stresses Mary’s lowliness instead of her 

bloodlines, reminding us that Christ 
became flesh in the most unlikely    
circumstances. Later in Luke’s gospel, 

when someone mentions his family to 
Jesus, he says his family includes all 

“who hear the word of God and do 
it” (8:21). In today’s gospel we see Mary 

acting out that definition of family. 
 

“Here I  am, the servant of the Lord; let 
it be with me according to your word.”   

Luke 1:38 (NRSV) 

 



 

  

 

God has placed us in opportunities to use and  
share the gifts.  We may wonder at times wheth-
er we have the right “stuff” to do what we are 
called to do.  The task often seems impossible.  
We know ourselves only too well – our weak-
nesses, our  failings, our lack of experience.   
 
Even as we speak our doubts and reservations, 
we hear the story of two women:  Elizabeth, too 
old to conceive; and Mary, too young.  If God’s 
Spirit was able to move in each of them to do 
the       impossible, who knows what 
“impossible”       ventures God is birthing within 
you?  The angel’s assurance to Mary is also a 
word of comfort to each of us:  “Don’t be afraid, 
for you have found favor with God.  The Holy 
Spirit will be with you.” 
 
May our response be as Mary’s:  “Here I am, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.” (Luke 1:38 NRSV) 
3.  How does an attitude of trust develop? 
4. What are some barriers which block us from 
trusting God? 
5. How might we incorporate Mary’s prayer in 
our daily life? 
 
Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus and be our guest.  Grant us 
bold and trusting faith, that we might be instru-
ments and bearers of your love.  Amen 
Dig Deeper 
Isaiah 9: 2-7 

 last word 
Each day this week, pray Mary’s prayer: 

“Let it be with me according to your word.”   
 

 

THANK YOU!! 
 

We want to thank everyone that has 
been so faithful to our church and giving 
of their time and talents whenever the 
call goes out for help!  Each of us has    
something different to offer—maybe it is 
our money, our free time, our ability to 
do certain tasks (or even learn new 
tasks), or just a kind heart.   
 
This year has been a challenge for all of 
us due to the complications/restrictions 
that COVID-19 has put on us as          
individuals and as a church.  
 
We all should remember that God gave 
us this life and our resources and we are 
duty bound to “do right by God”.  
 

VOLUNTEERS ROCK!!! 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS ARE 

UPLIFTED FOR: 

 

Dorraine Babcock, 

Edith Babcock, 

James Brown, 

Nancy Carlson, 

Kiegan Corkran, 

Ann Duwe, 

Anita Fox, 

Tammi Geren, 

Jim Graham, 

Elinda Gregoire, 

Kenneth Heycock, 

Iris Hughes, 

The Family of Dorothy McCallum, 

Nancy Meek, 

Kenri Mugleston, 

Mark Norville, 

Maxine Pierce, 

Lisa Reeves, 

The Family of Dorothy Schwarzlose, 

Breanna Simmons, 

Buddy Stelter, 

Grant Stewart, 

Beverley Swink, 

And Kathy Viator. 

 

AND 
 

Barbara Whitrock, 

Carsand Williams, 

J Woodcroft, 

Woody, Vicki, & K Woodcroft, 

And Pastor Paul Zoch. 

 

Therefore, confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effective.  

James 5:16 (NIV) 



 

  

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (B) – 
Luke 1:26-38 
An Attitude of Discipleship:  Trusting 
Focus Question:  What does it mean to trust 
God as a faithful disciple? 
 

word of life   
“Here I  am, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.”   
Luke 1:38 (NRSV) 
 

Read Luke 1:26-38 
The story of Jesus’ birth begins to be told this 
Fourth Sunday in Advent. It is a story of an   
extraordinary visitation of an angel who tells of 
a miraculous conception, yet it is rooted in an 
ordinary town (Nazareth) and in a common 
young girl (Mary) whose simple faith and trust 
stand throughout the ages as a model of faithful 
discipleship. 
 
The timing of the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary 
(known in the church calendar as the 
“annunciation” – the “announcement”) is     
identified within the context of the story of the 
announcement of the birth of John the Baptist.    
“In the sixth month” (Luke 1:26 NRSV) refers 
to the sixth month of Elizabeth’s (Mary’s 
cousin) pregnancy.  It might be helpful to read 
Luke’s account of the announcement of John’s 
birth (Luke 1:5-25).  
1. What similarities do you see in the two      
accounts?  What differences? 
 
The angel Gabriel begins with a common word 
of greeting (translated “greetings” or “hail”), but 
the remainder of Gabriel’s message is anything 
but ordinary!  Mary is addressed as “favored 
one,” and when Mary seems perplexed by what 
the greeting means, the angel assures her, “Don’t 
be afraid,” and again says to her, “You have 
found favor with God.” (Luke 1:30 NRSV) 
2. What is the significance for Mary of having 
found “favor with God”? 
3. What reassurance does this give us when we 
contemplate what God is calling us to do as  
disciples? 
 
Gabriel then gets to the heart of his message.  
Mary will conceive and give birth to a child – no 
ordinary child, to be sure, but “the Son of the 
Most High” (Luke 1:32 NRSV).  This child is 
clearly identified as the promised Messiah – the 
fulfillment of the prophet Isaiah’s prophecy. 
(Isaiah 9:6-7) 
 
Mary’s initial response is that of puzzlement:  
“How can this be?”  She is but a young girl who 
has not had sexual relations.  The answer:  
through the power of the Holy Spirit which will 
“come upon” and “overshadow” her.   

 

  

 The word “overshadow” (Luke 1:35) is the same 
word used in the Old Testament to describe 
God’s presence resting on the tabernacle in the 
pillar of cloud in the Sinai desert (Exodus 
40:35).  And just as the Spirit moved over the 
waters of creation, bringing forth life out of 
nothing, so God’s Spirit will move again to 
bring about something new. 
 
Mary’s response is one of obedient trust.  “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word” (Luke 1:38 NRSV).  
Her question, “How can this be?” is turned into 
an affirmation of trust, “Let it be so.”  In a few 
short phrases, the plan of God is revealed.  Just 
as God is able to bring about the birth of John in 
Elizabeth (who is beyond child-bearing years), 
God is able to accomplish the virgin birth of  
Jesus through Mary.  “For nothing will be     
impossible with God.”  (Luke 1:37 NRSV) 

 
 

word among us   
“Who, me?  You’ve got to be kidding!”  “Why 
… We’ve never done it like that before.”  “I 
don’t think I can do that!”  “Are you sure you 
want me?” 
 
Sound familiar?  We often speak similar words 
when presented with an opportunity to stretch, to 
go beyond our “comfort zones,” to dare to    
venture out into uncharted territory.  Change and 
challenge are difficult.  They bring anxiety and 
confusion; they can turn our world upside down. 
 
We can identify with Mary’s initial response to 
the angel’s announcement that she was to give 
birth to the Christ.  Our text tells us she was 
“much perplexed” and needed time to ponder 
just what all the commotion was about (Luke 
1:29).  Her first words were a question:  “How 
can this be?”  (Luke 1:34 NRSV) 
1. Recall a time when you were challenged and 
stretched to do something new.  How did you 
respond? 
 
The angel Gabriel reminded Mary of the power 
of God’s Holy Spirit – the same power that 
through God’s word brought life out of nothing 
in creation, the same power that brought       
budding life to elderly Elizabeth.  With this  
Spirit, the impossible is possible.  And Mary’s 
words quickly changed from a question, “How 
can this be?” to an affirmation of willing trust:  
“Let it be with me according to your word.”   
2. Take a moment and silently meditate on 
Mary’s prayer.  What thoughts come to mind? 
 
As faithful disciples of Christ, we, too, have 
been called to do new and exciting things.  God 
has blessed us with unique gifts and talents, and  


