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First Sunday in Lent 

February 21, 2021 

 
PRELUDE        Variations on Erhalt uns, Herr  - Edwin T. Childs 

         

INVITATION TO LENT 
 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 

remembering Jesus' passover from death to life, and our life in 

Christ is renewed. 
 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for 

repentance and for God's mercy. We are created to experience joy 

in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in 

harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from 

God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life 

our creator intended. 
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As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 

against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God 

and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—

self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial 

giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and 

sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to 

the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the 

wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.  Amen. 

 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive 

God’s promise of mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God at the margins, we have wandered far from your home; 

again and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of 

the world around us. We forget that you have saved your 

people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember 

the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your 

love overflows. Amen. 

 

God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert, God 

feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to 

meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ 

Christ, leading you from death into life. Amen. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, 

reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Worshipers are invited to come forward to receive a container of ashes with 

which each person may mark themselves. 

 

After those who desire ashes have received them, please stand as  

the minister continues. 

 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, that we may 

show forth your glory in the world. 

 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, bring us with 

all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

GREETING             Please stand if you are able.    
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG                         “Now is the Time of Grace” 
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse. 
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This is the fast that God would choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice, to let the 

captives go free, and to break the yoke of oppression.  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                        
 

Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood 

you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you 

protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. 

May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have 

no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                      Genesis 9:8-17 

                   
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am 

establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 
10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 

domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many 

as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that 

never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and 

never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, 

“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 

and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 

sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring 

clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will 

remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 

living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again 

become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the 

clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 

earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 

have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 
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PSALM 25 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text.   

 

 
 
To you O Lord I lift up my soul; my God I put my trust in you; let me not be 

humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.  Let none who look to you be 

put to shame; let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.  Show me 

your ways O Lord, and teach me your paths.  Lead me in your truth and teach 

me. For you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.   

REFRAIN 

 

Remember O Lord your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.  

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me 

according to your love, and for the sake of your goodness O Lord.  Gracious 

and upright is the Lord, therefore he teaches sinners in his way.  He guides the 

humble in doing right and teaches his way to the lowly.  All the paths of the Lord 

are love and faithfulness to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  

REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                                               I Peter 3:18-22 

 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and 

made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times 

did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 

during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this 

prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 

body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at 

the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 

subject to him. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse.             

 

 
 

One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

 from the mouth of God. 

 

GOSPEL                                                    Mark 1:9-15 
 

The gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out 

of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he 

was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                                 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast”      ELW 517 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
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maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 
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A brief silence. 

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. 

Give your church throughout the world a spirit of humility and 

repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your 

salvation. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. 

Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction. Empower the 

work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words 

and actions of leaders in our community and throughout the world, 

that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants 

and refugees crossing dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives 

feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who suffer 

(especially). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. 

Nurture us in our baptismal identity and teach us to live within it 

for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of 

care and concern. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

We praise you for all those who have died trusting in your 

faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
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Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM                    “Lord, Create in Me”           - K. Lee Scott 
(A paraphrase of Psalm 51) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER      Those who are able shall stand. 

 

Let us pray.  Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and 

you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us 

in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 

people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS           ELW S153 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 

and love.  

 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all 

its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.  Come to this meal and be 

fed. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                      ELW S154                  

 
MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Restore in Us, O God”                                       - Edwin T. Childs 
 

Please stand 

 



 12 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your 

people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the 

power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that 

has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN                      “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”   

                                                                                           ELW 325 

                                                                                               

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Oh, Love, How Deep”                                         - Edwin T. Childs 
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