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Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 2021 
 

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with 

Christians around the world to begin the Three Days during which we 

participate once again in the saving power of Jesus' passing over from death to 

life. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus' commandment to love 

one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called to follow 

his example as we humbly care for one another, especially the poor and the 

unloved. At the Lord's table we remember Jesus' sacrifice of his life, even as we 

are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world. 

 

This beginning of the Three Days liturgy does not end tonight; it continues with 

the worship of Good Friday and concludes with the Resurrection of Our Lord. 

Together the Three Days proclaim the mystery of our faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

PASTORAL INSTRUCTION AND CONFESSION 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's 

call to intensify our struggle against sin, death and the devil – all 
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that keeps us from loving God and each other.   This is the struggle 

to which we were called at baptism.  Within the community of the 

church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of  

reconciliation.  On this night, let us confess our sins against God  

and our neighbor, and enter the paschal celebration reconciled with  

God and one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors are ourselves.  For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and    

ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I  

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

GATHERING HYMN             “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                    

 

Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his 

betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another 

as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give 

us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

LESSON                Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 

 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This 

month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 

first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of 

Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 

each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too 

small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 

obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it. 11This is how you shall eat it: your 

loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 

and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I 

will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 

down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and 

animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 

the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 

you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 

shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
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celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations 

you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 116 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.   The Choir will 

chant the psalm text. 

 
I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, because he 

has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.  How shall I repay the 

Lord for all the good things he has done for me? I will lift up the cup of 

salvation and call upon the name of the Lord.  I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all his people.  REFRAIN 

 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his servants. O Lord, I am your 

servant; I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have freed me 

from my bonds.  I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the 

name of the Lord.  I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 

people, in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.   

REFRAIN 

 

LESSON                                                     I Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that 

the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of 

bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This 

is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the 

same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Sung by the Choir 

 

I give you a new commandment that you love one another 

just as I have loved you. 

 

GOSPEL     John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

The holy gospel, according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 

from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off 

his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 
7Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later 

you will understand." 8Peter said to him, "You will never wash my 

feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with 

me." 9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my 

hands and my head!" 10Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 

And you are clean, though not all of you." 11For he knew who was 

to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 

returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have 

done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, 

for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15For I 

have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 

you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If 

you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
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 31b "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 

been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will 

also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little 

children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 

and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, 

you cannot come.' 34I give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another." 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love” 

ELW 708 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

United by the servant love of God in Christ, we pray this holy 

night for the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

You call your people to hand on what we receive from you. Form 

all the baptized into teachers of faith. From one generation to the 

next, give your church hunger for your promises in the sacraments 

and joy in receiving and sharing your word. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

 

Your creation provides all that we need. Cleanse and protect the 

water you have given for washing and drinking, water on which all 

life depends. Sustain crops and herds that provide food; teach us 

how to live so that there is enough for all. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

 

You redeemed your people from slavery. Preserve people 

throughout the world who flee violence and oppression.  Establish 



 8 

just leadership in place of tyranny and peace in place of war. Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Jesus loved his followers to the end. Grant assurance of that love to 

all who need it: those living with guilt, those struggling to forgive, 

those who are lonely or overlooked. Heal the sick and embrace the 

dying. We remember especially…  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy 

is great. 

 

Jesus washed the feet of the one who betrayed him. Inspire this 

congregation’s ministries of service, that we love as Jesus loved us. 

Give us renewed courage to serve. Bless the ministry of deacons 

throughout the church. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Your glory shone in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

We thank you for generations of the faithful who have proclaimed 

our Lord’s death. Unite us with them in hope until he comes again. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Hear these and all our prayers, O God, in the name of the one who 

loves us to the end, Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM             “When Twilight Comes”  - Francisco Feliciano 

arr. Robert B. Farlee 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray.   God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of 

our lives.  As Jesus was lifted up from the earth, draw us near to 

your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation may be 

brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and 
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from death to life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering 

and death gave salvation to all.  You gather your people around the 

tree of the cross, transforming death into life.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS      ELW S153 

    
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; he broke it and gave it his disciples, saying: Take 



 10 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to Jesus, our host and our meal. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                    ELW S154 
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

“The Lamb”       - Robert Lind 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen 

us with the saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 

May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that 

the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we 

live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
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We leave in silence.   The Great Three Days have 

begun.  Our worship continues tomorrow evening with 

the Adoration of the Cross.  
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Loving Vulnerably 

For many North American churchgoers Maundy Thursday is one 

of the most physically vulnerable occasions in the church year. 

Whereas other cultures view bare feet as an everyday facet of 

human life, North Americans tend to be a bit more squeamish 

when it comes to letting others see, let alone touch or wash, our 

feet. Feet come in many forms, shaped by the rhythm and 

circumstances of their own journeys. Feet are intimate, unique, and 

completely personal. The feet that enter our churches on this day 

may be cracked, frail, broken, or scarred. 

The mere prospect of an encounter with any of these feet as a ritual 

component to Maundy Thursday worship can feel overwhelming 

and off-putting to some. It is no accident, though, that a command 

to love comes coupled with a moment of vulnerability. On the very 

night that Jesus commands us to love one another, we find him 

down at the feet of his protesting disciples, enacting a most 

vulnerable form of love: washing away the dust, dirt, and grime. 

It would be one thing if this command to love only extended to 

people who look, act, and think like us, yet there is no hint in our 

gospel text that Judas’s feet were excluded from Jesus’ 

footwashing. This is a risky and difficult love, extended to those 

who betray us and hurt us, those whom we would rather call 

“enemy” than “friend.” This kind of love is just as up-close and 

personal as an intimate encounter with broken, worried, tired, and 

worn-out feet. Living this kind of love can feel precarious, even 

dangerous. 

If on this Maundy Thursday the thought of having your feet 

washed or of washing someone else’s feet feels vulnerable to you, 

don’t push away the feeling. Notice it. Perhaps you are closer than 

ever to understanding the radical nature of Jesus’ command to love 

one another. 

 

 


