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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Commemoration of Mary, Mother of our Lord 

August 15, 2021 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                        “Ave Maria”                 - Franz Schubert 
Jennifer Atkinson, flautist 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the 

God of miracles, the God of mercy.  Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our 

sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough 

to share.  We question your ways when they differ from the 

ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at 

your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where 

else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and 

feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 

 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are 

fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is 

always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you 

are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant 

life. Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 

ELW 424  
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE, Glory to you, God.                      ELW S709 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the 

mother of your Son, you made known your gracious regard for the 

poor, the lowly, and the despised. Grant us grace to receive your 

word in humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                          Isaiah 61:7-11 

 
7Because [the] shame [of God’s people] was double, 

  and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 

 therefore they shall possess a double portion; 

  everlasting joy shall be theirs. 

 8For I the LORD love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
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  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 

   

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 34:1-9 
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text. 

 
           Pro - claim with    me     the       great-ness  of    the     Lord. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth.  I will 

glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and rejoice.  Proclaim with me the 

greatness of the Lord; let us exalt his name together.  I sought the Lord and he 

answered me and delivered me out of all my terror.  REFRAIN 

 

Look upon him and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed.   I called in 

my affliction and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles.  The 

angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, and he will deliver them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in him.  Fear the 

Lord, you that are his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                                 Galatians 4:4-7 

 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And 

because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave 

but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will 

chant the proper. 

 

 
 

Greetings, O favored one!  The Lord is with you.   

The Holy Spirit will come upon you.   

 

GOSPEL                                                                     Luke 1:46-55 

 

The holy gospel, according to Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
46Mary said,  

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 
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SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “For All Faithful Women”       ELW 419 

Stanzas 1, 6, Last 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers 

for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

You have revealed your love for people overlooked and cast aside, 

sending your son to be born among the humble and poor. Send 

your church to proclaim good news to those who feel abandoned, 
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despised, or rejected and make our congregations places of genuine 

welcome and hospitality. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

All creation longs for healing and restoration. Thwart the 

destruction of plant and animal habitats and amplify the voices of 

those who advocate for wise stewardship of the earth’s resources. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We remember your promise to our ancestors and look to you for 

justice. Expose pride, greed, and exploitation wherever it is found 

and raise up humble leaders who act on behalf of those who are 

poor, oppressed, or in other need. God, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

Your Spirit lives in our hearts and makes us heirs of salvation. 

Rescue us from shame and dishonor. Lift up the lowly, fill the 

hungry with good things, and have mercy on those who turn to you 

for help (especially). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Mary’s song of praise and amazement echoes through this 

assembly. Attend to those in this congregation expecting a child 

and console those struggling to conceive. Come to the aid of those 

enduring a difficult pregnancy and those who have experienced a 

miscarriage. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for the saints who have found refuge in you, O 

God. As you have delivered them from all their afflictions, so save 

us from all our earthly troubles until that day when we sing your 

praise together in heaven. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the 

promise of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
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RECEIVING THE OFFERING   

 

ANTHEM                                 “The Angel Gabriel From Heaven”  

  Basque Carol, arranged by Richard Shephard 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your 

very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has 

been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us 

to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  

Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                     
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.  Christ is 

risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you 

embrace the dead. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the 

earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and 

blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for 

your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths 



10 

 

to praise you again. The earth is full of your glory. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come! 

 

LAMB OF GOD  
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION                 

 

“Sweet Rain”                 - Bill Douglas 
Jennifer Atkinson, flautist 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this 

meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  

                                      Stanzas 1 and 4                            ELW 490 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Andante”                                                            -     Adolph Kehrer 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Psalm 34 and Gospel acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavelchko, St. James Music Press.  Used with permission.   

All rights reserved 

 

“The Angel Gabriel,”  translated by Sabine Baring-Gould.  Basque Carol.  Arranged by Richard Shephard.  Copyright ©2020 St. 

James Music Press.   All rights reserved.  Used with permission via ONELICENSE # A0726209 
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Enter the Song 

God has a way of using the most unlikely people to bring forth 

God’s life-giving power in the world. The words of praise in our 

gospel today, sung by an unlikely and seemingly unimportant 

young woman from Galilee, are indicative of the ways God invites 

those most overlooked to be carriers of hope. These prophetic 

words of Mary have become a life source for the oppressed, 

downtrodden, and brokenhearted over thousands of years. 

In Mary’s song, we hear of a world in which those who suffer are 

comforted. Those who are hungry are filled with sustenance. Those 

who hoard the world’s resources are sent away empty-handed. The 

invisible are seen. Those who have been silenced are given a voice. 

Those who don’t matter take center stage. God’s love is the center 

and source of all things. 

Mary not only experienced the life-giving power of God in her 

very body, but also carried with her the stories of her ancestors, 

stories of a God who is faithful to God’s people again and again. 

She knew the songs, prayers, and promises that had sustained her 

people in the midst of seemingly impossible circumstances, when 

the people of God had felt lost and alone, at the mercy of unfair 

and power-hungry rulers, and in a place of isolation, fear, broken 

relationships, and misplaced trust. 

Mary knew that God had been faithful then, and trusted that God 

would again be faithful to her. She sang out her song in hope and 

wonder, carrying the stories of all the people who went before her 

in faith, inviting those coming after her to join in the same hopeful 

singing. 

It is a prophetic proclamation that reverberates throughout the 

cosmos today. Let’s enter this song together as we too proclaim 

God’s reign of justice and mercy. 

 

 


