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WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                 Variations on Patmos       - Kristina Langlois 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open 

heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We 

gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away 

from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our 
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apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen 

when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of 

grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with 

glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                       “God of Grace, God of Glory” 

ELW 705 
 

GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                            ELW S184 

 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this 

holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life 

and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and let us pray to the Lord, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your 

gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out 

to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your 

commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

 
6Seek the LORD and live, 

  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

  and bring righteousness to the ground! 

 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

 11Therefore because you trample on the poor 

  and take from them levies of grain, 

 you have built houses of hewn stone, 

  but you shall not live in them; 

 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

  but you shall not drink their wine. 

 12For I know how many are your transgressions, 

  and how great are your sins— 

 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

  and push aside the needy in the gate. 

 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

  for it is an evil time. 

 14Seek good and not evil, 

  that you may live; 

 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

  just as you have said. 

 15Hate evil and love good, 

  and establish justice in the gate; 
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 it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 90 
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text. 

 

 
 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.  

Return O Lord; how long will you tarry?  Be gracious to your servants.  Satisfy 

us by your lovingkindness in the morning; so shall we rejoice and be glad all the 

days of our life.  REFRAIN 

 

Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us and the years in 

which we suffered adversity.  Show your servants your works and your splendor 

to their children.  May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 

prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                                Hebrews 4:12-16 

           
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints 

from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and 

laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an 

account. 

  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our 

confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every 

respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore 

approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
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Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will 

chant the proper. 

 

 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   

 

GOSPEL                                                                  Mark 10:17-31 

 

The holy gospel, according to Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt 

before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me 

good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the 

commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You 

shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to 

him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, 

looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell 

what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, 

he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 

possessions. 

  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard 

it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said 

to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 

God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They 

were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be 

saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 
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impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and 

followed you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who 

has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 

or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will 

not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and 

sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in 

the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, 

and the last will be first.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    “Take My Life, that I May be”  

                                                                                           ELW 685 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
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the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. 

Encourage us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the 

whole church in teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty 

from the trees. Increase the produce of the land and bless all who 

toil in fields and orchards. Provide for good working conditions 

and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are 

overlooked or forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and 

world leaders to show such compassion and love for their 

neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to 

lay your head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who 

have no place to live. Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, 

and peace of mind. We give thanks for Orange Christian Services, 

Some Other Place and the Bridge City – Orangefield Ministerial 

Alliance.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those 

things that are no longer beneficial to us and open our hearts to see 

where new life is budding in this congregation. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died. 

Make us confident in your promise of salvation and support us in 

our own journey of faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only 

to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING   

 

ANTHEM          “Take My Life That I May Be”    arr. Mark Sedio 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth 

in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts 

you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our 

lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
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of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                         ELW 193     

 
 

 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.  Christ is 

risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you 

embrace the dead. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the 

earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and 

blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for 

your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths 

to praise you again. The earth is full of your glory. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                       ELW 195 
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION                 

 

“O God, Beyond all Praising”          - Michael Perry / Gustav Holst 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you 

turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth 

into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN          “God, Whose Giving Knows no Ending”  

       ELW 678 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

“Fughetta”                                                            - Johann E. Rembt 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Psalm 90 and Gospel acclamation, St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavelchko, St. James Music Press.  Used with permission.   
All rights reserved 

 

“Take My Life, That I May Be”   William Dexheimer-Pharris.  Arranged by Mark Sedio.  Copyright ©1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used with 

permission via ONELICENSE # A0726209  
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Limitless Possibility 

For the young, life can feel like a limitless landscape of 

possibilities. It can seem there is nothing we cannot do or become 

if we simply set our minds to it. But as we age, the possibilities 

may appear to shrink, whether through the choices we make or 

through the limits of a world beyond our control. At certain points 

in life, we may look at ourselves—who we are and what we have 

become—and see not possibilities but, rather, inevitabilities. It 

may seem impossible to live any other way than how we are 

currently living or for people to see us in any other way than they 

currently do. We may struggle to see any way beyond our habits or 

patterns, our history, or our current roles. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites a man to leave behind everything 

he has known and thought about himself to become Jesus’ disciple. 

To the world, the man is defined by his wealth, but Jesus sees the 

man behind the possessions and loves him. He sees past what 

seems inevitable about the man, to what God can make possible. 

Yet, tragically, the man can only see the world’s vision of him, a 

vision of limited possibilities. When Jesus calls him to leave his 

wealth behind, the man thinks he is being asked the impossible and 

goes away heartbroken. 

In the Christian assembly, the voice of Christ calls us to look past 

one another’s worldly inevitabilities to the divine possibilities 

present among us. No matter what moment of life we are in, it is 

never too late. No matter what our history of failures or addictions, 

there are still more chances. No matter what we have been to this 

point, there is still something new we can become. Jesus calls us to 

leave ourselves behind in order to follow him, to rediscover who 

we are with a God for whom all things are possible. 

 
 

 

 


