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Fifth Sunday of Advent  

December 5, 2021 
WELCOME 
  

PRELUDE             Variations on Puer Nobis      - Aaron D. Miller 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we 

confess our sin before you.  We fail in believing that your good 

news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We 

find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those 

different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and 

assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 

 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are 

children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and 

recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the 

way of peace. Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN      “Hark, the Glad Sound!”         ELW 239 

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND GREETING 
The candles of the Advent wreath are lit. 

 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our 

days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on 

this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our 
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Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels.  Enlighten us 

with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with 

joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 

certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                    ELW S529 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The cantor will 

sing the verses. 

 
Turn to us again, O God, our Savior, let your anger cease from us. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
Show us your compassion, O God our Lord, grant us your salvation. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 
Come and bring salvation; we wait, O God; may your glory dwell in us. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 

your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world 

knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
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and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                      Malachi 3:1-4 
 

 1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 

The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he 

is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of 

his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as 

a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants 

of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 

offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALMODY:  Luke 1:68-79 
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain as indicated 

below.   The choir will chant the psalm text. 

 
 
Blest be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and set them 

free.  He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of his servant 

David.   Through his holy prophets, he promised of old that he would save us 

from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us.  He promised to show 

mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant.   REFRAIN 

 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:  to set us free from the hands 

of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight 
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all the days of our life.  You my child shall be called the prophet of the Most 

High, for you will go before the lord to prepare his way, to give his people 

knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. In the tender compassion 

of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on those who 

dwell in darkness, and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of 

peace.  REFRAIN. 

 

SECOND LESSON                              Philippians 1:3-11 

 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying 

with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your 

sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident 

of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring 

it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to 

think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, 

for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love 

may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you 

may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain; the choir will  

chant the verse. 
 

 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord.  All flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
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GOSPEL                                                       Luke 3:1-6 

 

The holy gospel, according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 

son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

Please be seated. 

SERMON 

 



7 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry”  

                                       ELW 249 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people 

and places that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your 

coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers 

confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness 

to your grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide 

them with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with 

the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 
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Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work 

on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; 

immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who 

are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and 

reconciliation. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries 

and our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are 

hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially). Grant them healing 

and wholeness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 

received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge 

accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for 

pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

 

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those 

more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be 

completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM          “What is the Crying at Jordan”         - Brett Heim 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     Please stand if you are able. 
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Let us pray.  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of 

our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare 

the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through 

Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

 and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you 

will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 

the world in righteousness. And so, with all the saints, with the 

choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                        ELW 190 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory.   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD            ELW 199 
 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

“As the Dark Awaits the Dawn”                       - Susan Cherwein /  

                                                                                         Carl Schalk 

       

POST COMMUNION PRAYER             Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In 

this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless 

mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 
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for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine on you 

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

ELW 254 

 

 
                                       
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Variations on Lucent                                                   - David Lasky 
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The Seven Weeks of Advent 

 

Beginning, Sunday, November 7, Good Shepherd Church began 

the season of Advent.  Advent is a season of complex origins and 

multiple manifestations. In different times and places it has been a 

longer or a shorter season. It has been celebratory in some ages and 

until recently, by contrast, highly penitential. Also since the mid-

nineteenth century, the integrity of Advent as a season with a 

purpose of its own has been increasingly challenged by the growth 

of a now global Christmas Culture. This culture, if it even 

recognizes Advent, views it either as a count-down to Christmas or 

as a period devoted to early anticipatory celebration of that 

holiday. 

 

The North American Academy of Liturgy (Episcopal) studied and 

proposed a renewal of Advent as a season focused on the full 

manifestation of the Reign of God / Kingdom of Christ. The 

hallmarks of this reign / kingdom are justice, peace, and the 

stewardship of creation. In congruence with the eschatological 

(relating to death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul and 

of humankind) focus of the lectionary from the Sunday following 

All Saints’ Day until the last Sunday of Advent, an expanded 

season comes to serve as a time of preparation for Christmas rather 

than a “pre-Christmas” season.  

 

This gives us time to focus on Christ’s coming and having a 

greater appreciation of Christmas; we can have ever higher 

expectations, deeper understandings, and broader horizons.  Come; 

let’s journey through Advent to Bethlehem. 
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Opportunities for Service 

 

Good Shepherd congregation is involved in the following 

activities each month and always welcomes additional help.  

Check with the church office for more information. 

Preparing and serving lunch at First Presbyterian Church, 

Orange 

Serving lunch at Some Other Place, Beaumont 

Preparing sack lunches and distributing them in Orange, First 

Presbyterian Church 

Operating the Seek and Find resale shop 

Supporting the Bridge City Orangefield Ministerial Alliance 

Hurricane Ida Relief 

Here are ways you can help: those affected by the storm.   
 
PRAY: Keep all those affected by the impact of Hurricane Ida in your personal 
and congregational prayers. Pray for first responders, government officials, 
Lutheran Disaster Response and other relief organizations, and for your synod’s 
disaster team and staff. 
 
DONATE: Financial contributions are the best way to assist pastors and 
deacons, congregations, and communities to get back up on their feet. You are 
encourage to donate to the Gulf Coast Synod Disaster Fund or to Lutheran 
Disaster Response (LDR). The synod disaster fund provides immediate care and 
assistance to pastors, deacons, and congregations. LDR supports long-term 
case management and care during recovery. Both are essential work. 
 
IN-KIND DONATIONS: As we make initial assessments, we will be able to better 
understand what may be needed in terms of supplies and in-kind donations.  
Initial recovery efforts are best supported by a financial donation to the synod 
disaster fund or to LDR. An Amazon wish list has been created for water and 
power drinks for Hurricane Ida relief. Items will be delivered to First Lutheran, 
Lafayette who will distribute them (see address below). As we are aware of 
more needed items, we will add them to the list.   

 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/438617?giving_to=Synod%20Disaster%20Fund%2019
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.206867734.442957935.1630332049-931138957.1581604565
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.206867734.442957935.1630332049-931138957.1581604565
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1T1GTW13ZU51W?ref_=wl_share
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Life in the Wilderness 

The American Red Cross offers a training called Wilderness and Remote 

First Aid, during which participants learn skills to be used in case of 

emergencies such as low blood sugar, hypothermia, and burns when 

professional help is unavailable or far away. For someone experiencing a 

health crisis in a wilderness setting, a companion with remote first aid 

skills can be lifesaving. 

When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, readers are 

told that the word of God came to John in the wilderness. The wilderness 

mentioned here brings to mind a place that is remote, sparsely populated, 

and rugged. Yet there is a sense of another wilderness being illuminated 

here as well—the wilderness of a messy world where some have wealth 

and status while others experience food insecurity, injustice, and 

homelessness. 

It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims that one is 

coming through whom “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” 

(Luke 3:6). Luke’s intentional listing of all the authorities in power 

(vv. 1-2) indicates that he wants readers to know just how different John 

the Baptist and, more importantly, the one he proclaims are from the 

rulers of the day. 

People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet throughout his 

ministry John was clear that it wasn’t about him or his personal agenda 

but rather the work of God through him. He pointed to the Promised One 

and to the salvation Jesus offers. Like Jesus, John proclaimed a message 

that extended to the vulnerable and spoke of caring for our neighbors. 

Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to go into the 

wilderness, to bring good news to the little and the least, and to proclaim 

the work of God in our lives, through both our actions and our words. As 

we do, we bear witness to the promise that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, 

the one who leads us from death to life. 
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