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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 30, 2022 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE            Variations on Munich     - Aaron David Miller 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living 

water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 

God's mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 
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Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the waters 

of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and 

above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 

forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and 

praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.                        

GATHERING HYMN       “Christ, Be Our Light”      ELW 715 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE, Glory to God                              ACS S709 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the 

gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain what 

you promise, make us love what you command, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                               Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 
4Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 

 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

 and before you were born I consecrated you; 

 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, 

for I am only a boy.” 7But the LORD said to me,  

 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; 

 for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

 and you shall speak whatever I command you. 

 8Do not be afraid of them, 

 for I am with you to deliver you, 

 says the LORD.” 
9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the 

LORD said to me,  

 “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

 10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 

 to pluck up and to pull down, 
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 to destroy and to overthrow, 

 to build and to plant.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 71 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.   The cantor will 

sing the psalm text. 

 
 
In you O Lord have I taken refuge; let me never be ashamed.  In your 

righteousness deliver me and set me free; incline your ear to me and save me.  

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; you are my crag and my 

stronghold.  Deliver me my God from the hand of the wicked, from the clutches 

of the evildoer and the oppressor. REFRAIN 

 

For you are my hope O lord God, my confidence since I was young.  I have 

been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you 

have been my strength; my praise shall be always of you.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON           I Corinthians 13:1-13 

 
1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not 

have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have 

prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 

do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my 

possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but 

do not have love, I gain nothing. 

     4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or 

arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 

rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. 

     8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an 

end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will 

come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only 
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in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to 

an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 

child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an 

end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but 

then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 

know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, 

hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 

love. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Please stand if you are able.  All worshipers will sing the alleluia; the choir 

will sing the verse. 

 

 
 

You shall go to all to whom I send you.  Do not be afraid, for I am with you. 

 

GOSPEL                           Luke 4:21-30 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
21Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] 

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All 

spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He 

said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 

‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 

hometown the things that we have heard you did at 

Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is 

accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were 

many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was 

shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine 
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over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a 

widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in 

Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 

cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all 

in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him 

out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 

town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he 

passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

 

The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “O Word of God Incarnate”    ELW 514 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
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and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we 

are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has 

made. 
A brief silence 

 

Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate 

ministries and communities of compassion that bear witness to 

your enduring presence among us. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that 

leads to destruction of natural resources and disregard for future 

generations. Inspire the work of scientists who urge us to live in 

harmony with your creation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. 

Accompany immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers who cross 

borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden leaders to draft 

compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who 

assist them. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with 

your love all who are lonely, fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain 

the hope of all those who suffer in body or spirit (especially). 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of 

children in this congregation and in this community. Give us 

humble hearts to follow their leadership. Inspire us with their 

laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

 

We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see 

you face to face. Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in 



 8 

the arms of your never-ending love. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift 

these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
  

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM                  “The Gift of Love”               - Hal Hopson 

 

PRAYER                   Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead 

us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and 

prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name 

of Christ our light.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
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choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS                                                               ELW S108 

 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 

reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 

news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory.   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
 

Come to God’s table.  There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                         ELW S112 

 
 

 



 11 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION                 
 

“Bind Us Together”                                                - Bob Gillman 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

PRAYER     

 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have 

feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good 

news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the 

richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you 

with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

   

SENDING HYMN           “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” 

ELW 543 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               

 

“Voluntary III in A minor”                                  - Maurice Greene 

 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Psalm 71 and Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko, © copyright 2007, St. 

James Music Press, used with permission 

 

“The Gift of Love,” Hal H. Hopson.  Copyright ©1972 in “Folk Songs for Weddings”  by Hope Publishing 

Company.  All rights reserved.   

 

 

Hometown Surprise 

In today’s gospel, Jesus has returned to his hometown, a community 

eager to welcome him back into their midst. Perhaps they assumed 

Jesus would meet their familiar welcome with special favor. But 

instead, Jesus shakes things up by pointing to God’s presence in the 

lives of outsiders. This is not exactly the message the hometown folks 

were expecting to hear! 

Jesus recalls the widow at Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian, two 

outsiders in whom God chose to demonstrate divine healing power. 

This text is an invitation for people in every time and place to consider 

how whenever we think we have God figured out, God instead shows 

up in the lives of those we least expect. Every time we place God at the 

center of our own world, God’s Spirit nudges us to expand our horizons 

to notice the Holy at work in other communities too. 

In homeless shelters and prisons, in immigration detention centers and 

tense board rooms, in ritzy hotels and dingy bars, in hospital rooms and 

messy kitchens—in every ordinary, imperfect, and painful place, God 

is here bringing about new life and freedom. In traditions we don’t 

understand, in cultures unfamiliar to us, in people we would rather 

write off as “other,” God dwells, creating and loving and restoring. 

Even within our own churches, God defies any logic about what is holy 

and what is not. God shows up in the ordinary objects of bread and 

wine and water, in the bodies of flawed and fragile people gathered for 

worship, in the sticky hands and juice-stained mouths of children 

waving their Sunday school crafts. In these imperfect and beautiful 

things Jesus declares the presence of the kingdom of God. 

May our hearts be open to notice Christ in the places we least expect 

him to be. 

 


