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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 20, 2022 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE       Variations on Temple of Peace      - Nancy Raabe 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living 

water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 

God's mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 
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Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the waters 

of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and 

above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 

forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and 

praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.                        

GATHERING HYMN      “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 

ELW 707 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE, Glory to God                              ACS S709 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, 

that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is 

injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine 

master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to 

love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                          Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

 
3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still 

alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were 

they at his presence. 

     4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And 

they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you 

sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with 

yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before 

you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these 

two years; and there are five more years in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve 

for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 

survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has 

made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 

over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say 

to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 

Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the 

land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children 

and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 

and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there 

are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your 

household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 
15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after 

that his brothers talked with him. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.   The cantor will 

sing the psalm text. 

 

 
 

Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do 

wrong.  For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade 

away.  Put your trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and feed on 

its riches.  Take delight in the Lord, and he shall give you  your heart’s desire.  

REFRAIN 

 

Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, and he will bring it to 

pass.  He will make your righteousness as clear as the light and your just 

dealing as the noonday.  Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him.  

Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil 

schemes.  REFRAIN 

 

Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.  

For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess 

the land.  In a little while the wicked shall be no more; you shall search out 

their place, but they will not be there.  But the meek shall inherit the land, and 

delight themselves in abundant prosperity.  But the deliverance of the 

righteous comes from the Lord; he is their stronghold in time of trouble.  The 

Lord will help them and rescue them; he will rescue them from the wicked and 

delivery them because they seek refuge in him.   REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                      I Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 

 
35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what 

kind of body do they come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not 

come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you do not 

sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of 

some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and 

to each kind of seed its own body. 

     42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, 

it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 
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44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is 

a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, 

“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam 

became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, 

but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from 

the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was 

the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the 

man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have 

borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image 

of the man of heaven. 

     50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and 

blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 

inherit the imperishable. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Please stand if you are able.  All worshipers will sing the alleluia; the choir 

will sing the verse. 

 

 
 

Love your enemies, and you will be children of the Most High; forgive, and 

you will be forgiven. 

 

GOSPEL                           Luke 6:27-38 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer 

the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not 

withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; 
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and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 
31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

     32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 

For even sinners love those who love them. 33If you do good to 

those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope 

to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 

sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be 

great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to 

the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father 

is merciful. 

      37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, 

and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 

forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 

your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get 

back.” 

 

The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            “Light Dawns on a Weary World”   

ELW 726 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we 

are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has 

made. 
A brief silence 

 

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage 

your church to follow the leading of your love, especially when it 

is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we have first 

received mercy. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom 

again. Bless farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban 

gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from 

buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and 

disease. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an 

abundance of peace. Protect all whose lives are marred by war 

and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the 

voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue 

nonviolence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for 

forgiveness. Mend broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer 

chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits 

are troubled (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one 

another and to resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless 

families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to those who are 

lonely or grieving. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of 

your kingdom. As you have raised them to imperishable and 

eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of resurrection. God 

of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift 

these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
  

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM               “Grant Us Thy Peace”   arr. Roberta Bitgood 

 

PRAYER                   Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead 

us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and 

prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name 

of Christ our light.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
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opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS                                                               ELW S108 
 

 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 

reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 

news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory.   Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
 

Come to God’s table.  There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                         ELW S112 
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION                 
 

“Fughetta in C”                                              - Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

PRAYER     

 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have 

feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good 

news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the 

richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you  

with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ 

give you peace.  Amen. 

   

SENDING HYMN         “O Christ, Our Hope”             ELW 604 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               

 

“Postlude”                                                           - Léon Boëllmann 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 

 
Psalm 37 and Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko, © 

copyright 2007, St. James Music Press, used with permission 

 
“”Grant Us Thy Peace”  composer unknown. Arranged by Roberta Bitgood.  Copyright 1940, by 

H. W. Gray, Co., Inc.  All rights reserved.    
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Announcements 
 

 

 

In Bridge City: 

 

Dining Out   February 24 6:00 pm Milano’s Italian, Bridge City 

Lent begins with our Pancake Dinner and Ash Wednesday 

worship on March 2 

Annual Congregational Meeting on March 13 at 10:00 am. 

Holy Week begins with Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday) on 

April 10 

We observe Maundy Thursday with a Dinner and worship on 

April 14 

We observe Good Friday on April 15 

Easter Egg Hunt on April 16 11:00 am 

We celebrate Easter on April 17  

 

In Beaumont: 

 

NO WORSHIP IN BEAUMONT March 6 

Some Other Place Nutrition Center March 11 10:30 am—1:00 

pm 

Worship March 20 at 3:00 pm 
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Cocreators in Christ’s Reign 

Jesus’ words in today’s gospel reading are challenging. But more 

than a list of dos and don’ts, today’s text is an invitation to enter 

a countercultural way of living: a lifestyle that meets antagonism 

with mercy, scarcity with generosity, and selfishness with 

abundant love. It is not a call to passivity or silence, to complicity 

in injustice, or to acceptance of the way things are in order to 

avoid conflict. Instead, it is a call to let God’s merciful justice 

and compassionate grace define our stories, our relationships, and 

our very existence so that we might be agents of change. It is a 

call to experience the freedom that only Christ can give. It is a 

call to join God as cocreators of a new kingdom where Christ’s 

reign turns what we think we know on its head. 

We practice this countercultural lifestyle every time we gather for 

worship as we remember who we are and whose we are as God’s 

beloved children, and as we confess the ways we have not lived 

up to this identity. We are shaped by God’s words of justice, 

mercy, and grace, and we enter into a story that extends far 

beyond ourselves. We name the hurting places in our world, 

places of hatred and abuse and scarcity, and pray that God’s 

Spirit will transform them into wellsprings of new life. We share 

the peace of Christ with one another, refusing to let the forces of 

hatred and division have the last word. We practice generosity. 

We gather at God’s abundant table to partake in bread and wine 

that unite us with Christ and with all who share this meal around 

the world. Finally, we are sent forth with God’s blessing to be 

agents of love and mercy, to show with our lives the transforming 

power of God. 

 


