
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

945 W. Round Bunch Rd., Bridge City, TX   77611 

(409) 735-4573  

 
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 13, 2022 

 
PRELUDE       Variations: Bred dina vida vingar  - John Ferguson 

         

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks 

with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage.  Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we have wandered far from you: 

we have not trusted your promises, 

we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 

we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 

we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 

Have mercy on us! 
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Forgive us and turn us again to you. 

Teach us to follow in your ways, 

assure us again of your love, 

and help us to love our neighbor. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call 

out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and 

again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your 

sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to 

live in love. Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN               “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” 

ELW 729 

 

GREETING             Please stand if you are able.    
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG                         “Now is the Time of Grace” 
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse. 

 

 

 
 
This is the fast that God would choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice, to let the 

captives go free, and to break the yoke of oppression.  Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                        
 

Let us pray. God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you 

promise everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your 

arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in 

the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                         Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 

shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 

give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 

Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no 

offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But 

the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your 

heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He 

brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 

stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 

your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD 

reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

     7Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur 

of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, 

“O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9He said 

to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three 

years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 
10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half 

over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And 

when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 

them away. 

     12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, 

and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 

  17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire 
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pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day 

the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 

descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great 

river, the river Euphrates.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 

 

PSALM 27 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text.   

 

 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?  The Lord is the 

strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?  When evildoers came upon 

me to eat up my flesh, it was they, my foes and my adversaries who stumbled and 

fell.  Though an army should encamp against me, yet my heart shall not be 

afraid; and though war should rise up against me, yet will I put my trust in him. 

REFRAIN 

 

One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the 

house of the Lord all the days of my life; to behold the fair beauty of the Lord 

and to seek him in his temple.  For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in 

his shelter; he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling, and set me high upon 

a rock.  Even now he lifts up my head above my enemies round about me.  What 

if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 

living!  Oh tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure; be strong and he shall comfort 

your heart; wait patiently for the Lord.   REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                                    Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 

 
17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who 

live according to the example you have in us. 18For many live as 

enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and 

now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god 

is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on 

earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from 

there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He 

will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be 
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conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables 

him to make all things subject to himself. 4:1Therefore, my brothers 

and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse.             

 

 
 

The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him  

may have eternal life.  

 

GOSPEL                                                 Luke 13:31-35 
 

The gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get 

away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, 

“Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 

performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish 

my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my 

way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 

Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 

and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to 

gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. 

And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you 

say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                                 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Thy Holy Wings”           ELW 613 
 

THE NICENE  CREED 
 

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. Unify 

Christians around the globe in efforts to proclaim good news even 

in the face of opposition and to protect those whose lives are 

imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who 

would cause further destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems, 

and augment the calls of those who advocate for thoughtful 

stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

 

You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in 

those who govern patience to receive criticism, openness to new 

ideas, and courage to change course when needed for the sake of 

the common good. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a child, 

and console those who have experienced miscarriage. Comfort 

veterans enduring post-traumatic stress. Shield those endangered 

by domestic violence. Uphold those who are ill or grieving 

(especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You kindle faith that moves us into action. Guide children and 

adults preparing for baptism or confirmation. Empower Sunday 

school teachers, confirmation leaders, and parents who share their 

faith with younger generations. Give us all a renewed sense of 

vocation. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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You call us to support one another in difficult times.   Be with the 

people of Ukraine as their country’s sovereignty is threatened.  We 

pray for those who have been injured; we pray for the families of 

those who have died.  We pray for those who have lost homes and 

places of work.  We pray for peace and an end to the aggression.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give thanks for 

those whose labors on earth are ended and who now rest with you. 

On the final day, gather all of us, with them, in your loving arms. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM            “When Twilight Comes”   - Francisco Feliciano 

 
When twilight comes and the sun sets, mother hen prepared for night’s rest.  As her 

brood shelters under her wings she gives the love of God to her nest.  Oh!  What joy to 

feel her warm heartbeat and be near her all night long; so the young can find repose, 

then renew tomorrow’s song. One day the Rabbi Jesus called the twelve to share his last 

meal.  As the hen tends her young, so for them he spent himself to seek and to heal.  Oh!  

What joy to be with Christ Jesus, hear his voice, oh, sheer delight and receive his servant 

care; all before the coming night.   So gather round once again, friends, touched by 

fading glow of sun’s gold, and recount all our frail human hopes; the dreams of young 

and stories of old.  Joy to pray close together, kneeling as one family, by a mother’s love 

embraced in the blessed Trinity.   

 

OFFERING PRAYER      Those who are able shall stand. 

 

Let us pray.  Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the 

fullness of creation.  Now we gather at your feast where you 
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offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer 

here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of 

Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 

people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS           WOV S36 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 

and love.  With your holy ones of all times and places, with the 

earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise 

you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                      WOV S39  

 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
Worshipers are invited to join the choir and sing the familiar verses of the hymn. 

 

“Let Us Break Bread Together”                                  - Dale Wood 

         
Please stand 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed 

us with your body, the bread of life.  Now send us forth to bear 

your life-giving hope to a world in need.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen 
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SENDING HYMN                  “Day By Day”                  ELW 790    

                                                                                         

POSTLUDE 
 

“Around You, O Lord Jesus”                           - Stephen Gabrielsen 
 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31531 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Psalm 27 and Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko, © copyright 2007, St. 

James Music Press, used with permission. 

 

“When Twilight Comes”  text and tune © Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music  Used with permission.  

Arrangement ©2002 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.   

Permission via One License A0736209. 

 

The Hard Way 

In Luke’s gospel, Jesus sets a course toward Jerusalem, even though he knows 

what he will face there. His gospel of forgiveness and inclusion will prove 

intolerable to the powers of the empire, eventually resulting in his execution. 

Still, when he is warned, he responds, “I must be on my way” (Luke 13:33), and 

laments for the city that will kill him. Jesus is not naive about violence and 

conflict in the world. He heads straight for it anyway, knowing what he is called 

to do. 

We are often faced with choices in which doing the right thing means some 

inconvenience or hardship. Spiritual disciplines during Lent offer practice for 

rising to these challenges, such as giving up single-use plastics in order to limit 

our impact on the planet. On a deeper level, moving toward racial justice as a 

country asks people to learn more about the continuing impact of hundreds of 

years of slavery and segregation, and to make choices and implement policies 

that address this continuing legacy. 

Where do we get the resolve to do the right thing—even when it means taking 

the hard way? 

Perhaps doing the right thing even when it’s hard begins as it did for Jesus in his 

prayer of lament for Jerusalem: with honesty and an openly broken heart. As a 

cry of sadness or anger, lament roots us in the communal bonds of shared grief 

and turns us toward the deeper power and justice of God. Lament is an ancient 

and enduring form of prayer, well represented in the prayer book of the Hebrew 

Bible, the Psalms. It is a raw and honest expression of grief and rage without 

excuses, without explanations. God hears, God sees. God is with us in the 

sorrow, and in the resolve to be more compassionate and just. 


