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PRELUDE           “The Dark Night of the Soul”             

Words by St. John of the Cross, arranged by Loreena McKennitt 

Colton Wright, soloist 
 

This poem by John of the Cross, a 16th century Carmelite monk, narrates the 

soul’s journey to a mystical union with God.   The journey is called the dark 

night, because darkness represents the fact that the destination – God – is 

unknowable.  It is a spiritual transformation, not trauma, but rather gradual 

enlightenment which moves the focus from self and ego to a new transformed 

reality.  The intimate imagery is consistent with mystical writers of the period 

with whom John would have been exposed during his time at Salamanca 

University.  

 

Upon a darkened night, the flame O love was burning in my breast, and by a 

lantern bright, I fled my house while all in quiet rest.  Shrouded by the night and 

by the secret star, I quickly fled the veil concealed my eyes while all within lay 

quiet as the dead.  Oh night thou was my guide; oh night more loving than the 

rising sun; oh night that joined the lover to the beloved one transforming each of 

them into the other. 
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Upon that misty night in secrecy, beyond such mortal sight, without a guide or 

light than that which burned so deeply in my heart.  That fire t'was led me on 

and shone more bright than of the midday sun to where he waited still; it was a 

place where no one else could come.  Oh night, thou… 
 

Within my pounding heart which kept itself entirely for him, He fell into his 

sleep beneath the cedars all my love I gave.  From o'er the fortress walls, the 

wind would brush his hair against his brow and with its smoothest hand 

caressed my every sense it would allow.  Oh night, thou… 

 

I lost myself to him and laid my face upon my lover’s breast, and care and grief 

grew dim as in the morning’s mist became the light. There they dimmed amongst 

the lilies fair… 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks 

with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage.  Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we have wandered far from you: 

we have not trusted your promises, 

we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 

we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 

we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 

Have mercy on us! 

Forgive us and turn us again to you. 

Teach us to follow in your ways, 

assure us again of your love, 

and help us to love our neighbor. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call 

out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and 

again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your 

sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to 

live in love. Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN   “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  ELW 324 

 

GREETING             Please stand if you are able.    
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG                         “Now is the Time of Grace” 
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse. 

 

 

 
 

This is the fast that God would choose to loose the bonds of injustice, to let the 

captives go free, and to break the yoke of oppression.  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                   

                      

Let us pray. Creator God, you prepare a new way in the 

wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to 

be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives 

may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                     Isaiah 43:16-21 
 
16Thus says the LORD, 

  who makes a way in the sea, 
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  a path in the mighty waters, 

 17who brings out chariot and horse, 

  army and warrior; 

 they lie down, they cannot rise, 

  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

 18Do not remember the former things, 

  or consider the things of old. 

 19I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness 

  and rivers in the desert. 

 20The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches; 

 for I give water in the wilderness, 

  rivers in the desert, 

 to give drink to my chosen people, 

  21the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 

 

PSALM 126 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text.   

 

 
 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who 

dream.  Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of 

joy. Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for us, 

and we are glad indeed.  REFRAIN 

 

Restore our fortunes O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negev.  Those who 

sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.  Those who go out weeping 

carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

REFRAIN 
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SECOND LESSON                                         Philippians 3:4b-14 

 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the 

flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 

the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 

because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss 

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, 

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 

one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him 

in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 

 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached 

the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus 

has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward 

the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain; the choir will sing the verse.             

 

 
 
Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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GOSPEL                                                     John 12:1-8 

 

The gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of 

Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a 

dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the 

table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of 

pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The 

house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas 

Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray 

him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 

denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not 

because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 

kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 
7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep 

it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, 

but you do not always have me.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                                 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  “Holy God, Holy and Glorious” 

ELW 637 
 

THE NICENE  CREED 
 

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no 

longer serve the gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine 

fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of 

change. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate 

change and environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already 

impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of climate 

scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political 

enemies from working together for the well-being of all. Make a 

way for peace and collaboration among the nations. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are 

unemployed or underemployed, for those experiencing 

homelessness, and for all who struggle with money. Comfort those 

who grieve and restore those who are sick (especially). Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden 

our understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices that 

are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially from the scourge of 

racism. Be with the people of Ukraine as their country’s 

sovereignty is threatened.  We pray for those who have been 

injured; we pray for the families of those who have died.  We pray 

for those who have lost homes and places of work.  We pray for 

peace and an end to the aggression.  Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

 

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ 

and the power of his resurrection as we give thanks for all the 

saints who have attained the prize of their heavenly call. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM                     “Lenten Meditation”            - Jay Althouse 

 

OFFERING PRAYER      Those who are able shall stand. 

 

Let us pray.  Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the 

fullness of creation.  Now we gather at your feast where you 

offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer 

here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of 

Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 

people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS           WOV S36 

 



 10 

 

 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on 

us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 

and love.  With your holy ones of all times and places, with the 

earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise 

you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                      WOV S39  

 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

“Thy Holy Wings”               - Carolina Sandell Berg 
         

Please stand. 
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COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Let us pray.  Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed 

us with your body, the bread of life.  Now send us forth to bear 

your life-giving hope to a world in need.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you 

with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 

give you peace.  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN    “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”         ELW 338 
 

DISMISSAL  

 

Go in love and peace to serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

                                        

POSTLUDE 
 

“Dialogue”                                                            - Louis Marchand 
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