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Passover is the ancient Jewish festival of Israel’s deliverance from 

slavery in Egypt.  For many centuries, it has been observed with a 

feast called the Seder, which is at once a family / community 

dinner and a worship service, with much praying and much eating.   

The eating is as much a part of the worship as the praying, and the 

prayers as much a part of the dinner as the food. 

 

This evening, we mark the Passover with a simple family meal.   

The Passover is a festival of freedom; we will give thanks for all 

that God has done and  enjoy fellowship with one another.   After 

the meal, we will share Holy Communion, again as a family.    

After Communion, we will move to the sanctuary and together 

prepare our worship space for Good Friday. 
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PASTORAL INSTRUCTION AND CONFESSION 

 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's 

call to intensify our struggle against sin, death and the devil – all 

that keeps us from loving God and each other.   This is the struggle 

to which we were called at baptism.  Within the community of the 

church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of  

reconciliation.  On this night, let us confess our sins against God  

and our neighbor, and enter the paschal celebration reconciled with  

God and one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors are ourselves.  For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and  

ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I  

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                    

 

Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his 

betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another 
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as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give 

us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

 

ACCLAMATION            Sung by Choir               - A. D. Miller 

 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another  

just as I have loved you. 

 

GOSPEL              John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 

from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off 

his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 
7Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later 

you will understand." 8Peter said to him, "You will never wash my 

feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with 

me." 9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my 

hands and my head!" 10Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 

And you are clean, though not all of you." 11For he knew who was 

to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 

returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have 

done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, 

for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
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washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15For I 

have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 

you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If 

you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 31b "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 

been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will 

also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little 

children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 

and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, 

you cannot come.' 34I give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

In these holiest of days, we offer prayers for ourselves, our 

neighbors, and our world. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the world. Write your new 

commandment of love on the heart of every believer and 

strengthen pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in humble service for 

your people. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for the good earth you have made. Protect fields, 

orchards, local farms, and gardens. Inspire us with the new life 

budding around us, that we show more care for plants and all 

living creatures. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for leaders in every land. Kindle compassion and equity 

in all who are called to administer justice. Guide all in positions of 

power away from the temptations of abuse and toward work for the 

common good. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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We pray for all who are in need, especially those who are 

incarcerated or unjustly accused. Illuminate paths to end 

oppression and form supportive communities gathered around a 

common commitment to justice and peace. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

 

We pray for this congregation and all who gather to receive your 

body and blood this night. Fill us at this shared table and nourish 

us well to heed your example of grace. Send us in love to those 

who cannot be with us due to illness (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for those who have died in the faith. Teach us by 

their example and comfort us as we mourn. Renew us by the 

promise of life together with you. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

 

We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, 

trusting in your abundant and ever-present mercy. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVNG 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and  

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering 

and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the 

tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the 
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choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS           ELW S193 

 

 

 

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; he broke it and gave it his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Return to God with all your heart.  Receive bread for the journey; 

drink for the desert.           

 
All baptized Christians who share our confidence in the presence and power of 

the risen Christ in bread and wine are invited to receive the Holy Communion.  

Pastor will commune those seated next to him at the table.   Each in turn will 

commune the person seated next to them, saying:   

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

For those who prefer not to drink wine, the inner row of small cups contain 

grape juice.  As the bread and wine are received, you are encouraged to say 

"Amen", which means, "yes, may it be so!"    Those who have not yet received 

instruction for Holy Communion will receive a blessing,  

 

Jesus, our Risen Lord, died for you. 

Receive his love and his blessing. 

 

ANTHEM          “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”   - Johann S. Bach  
 

When all have communed… 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER 
 

Generous God, you have fed and renewed us in your holy meal.  

Send us into the world you love.  Through our fasting and 

devotion, draw us to you and to our neighbors, that we may 
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break the bonds of injustice, feed the hungry, and set the 

oppressed free. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 
We move to the sanctuary.   Each family group has been assigned an item (or 

items) to remove from the altar or chancel.   Those items should be placed on o 

the tables at the back of the sanctuary.   

 

ANTHEM                   “Psalm 22”                      - Michael Morgan  

/ Hal Hopson 

 
You may remain for silent prayer or depart.    There is no dismissal or 

benediction.  The service continues tomorrow evening with the Tenebrae and 

Adoration of the Cross.  
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