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Reformation Sunday / All Saints Day 
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All Saints Day is celebrated November 1; the customary crowds that 

gathered in Wittenberg for its observance purportedly provided Martin 

Luther with a large audience for his 95 Theses.  To that end, we have 

combined the observance of Reformation Day (October 31) and All 

Saints Day (November 1) this year. We remember the desire for change 

in the church of that day and all of those in our past and present who 

have contributed to the continuing discourse.  In holy baptism God 

makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the sins of 

all the saints. In worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who 

from their labors rest.” In the same breath we petition our God for the 

strength to hear and to heed the admonitions of Jesus in today’s gospel. 

Sealed by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood, we 

live with joy as God gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory.  

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always 

be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing 

world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets 

us free every day to do this life-transforming work.   
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WELCOME 
  

PRELUDE        God Alone Be Praised:  Ad Lucem   

- Zebulon Highben; Adrian Segovia, euphonium with choir 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive 

and who loves us beyond our days. Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this 

world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made 

whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on 

the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of 

the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                    “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

 ELW 504 
 

GREETING 
 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, Let us 

run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 

Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Amen 
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Gather us together this Reformation Sunday, O God, that we may 

celebrate the witness of our forefathers and foremothers and the 

courage that gave birth to the Reformation. 
 

Teach us how to honor the saints of God in ages past as well as 

in our present days. 
 

May the conviction of your grace written on their hearts be one 

that forms our own faith. Inspire us in the continuing 

reformation of the church and be present to us in word and 

sacrament. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE            “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”  

CWM Rhondda 

 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ, our head and cornerstone, 

chosen of the Lord and precious, 

binding all the church in one; 

holy Zion’s help forever 

and our confidence alone; 

and our confidence alone. 
 

Praise and honor to the Father, 

praise and honor to the Son, 

praise and honor to the Spirit, 

ever three and ever one: 

one in might and one in glory 

while unending ages run; 

while unending ages run! 

     

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your  

Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy 
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Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 

against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church 

your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

FIRST LESSON                                               Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 

will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, 

or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

   

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM ANTHEM               “Be Still”                   - Rick Sowash 

 
Be still, and know that I am God. 

Psalm 46:10a 

 

SECOND LESSON                            Romans 3:19-28 

 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human 
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being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, 

for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God 

put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? 

By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a 

person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will  

chant the proper.   
 

 
 

If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 

truth and the truth will make you free. 

 

GOSPEL                  John 8:31-36 

 

The holy gospel, according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 

in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the 

truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We 



6 

 

are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 

What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 

permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast”      ELW 517 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our 

shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, your church rests on the faithful who came before us. 

Give bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders the will to carry the 

church forward and discern your will for the future. Lord, in your 

mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on 

the hearts of your people, that we remain steadfast in our witness 

to your grace. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for 

places ravaged by natural disasters. Quell raging fires and halt 

destruction caused by flooding. Lord, in your mercy, receive our 

prayer. 

 

Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in 

them a passion to care for others, a desire to seek the common 

good, and the courage to love their enemies. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. 

Provide food, housing, and security to all who are vulnerable or in 

crisis. May those who have more than enough give generously. 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit 

of abundant hospitality and intentional inclusion among us, 

welcoming the gifts of adults and children. Inspire creative visions 

for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
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Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have died. 

(Here the names of those who have died in the previous year may 

be read.) Wipe away our tears and comfort us with the promise of 

everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone 

before us in faith, especially Martin Luther and all reformers. 

Renew and reform us as we strive to continue in your word. Lord, 

in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to 

you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY     “Study # 5, Six Studies in English Folk Song” 

- Ralph Vaughan-Williams; Adrian Segovia, euphonium 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER    Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, Maker of all things.  As you have 
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 entrusted us with all that you have created, now gather our 

gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who 

hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  By the witness of 

your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us 

to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy 

and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the 

choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS                       ELW S108 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

 await his coming in glory.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.   

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Christ spreads a table before you.  Gather here with all the saints. 
 

LAMB OF GOD          ELW S112 

 
MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

“Study #6, Six Studies in English Folk Song”   

- Ralph Vaughan Williams; Adrian Segovia, euphonium 

 
After all have communed, please stand if you are able. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you 

have fed us with the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of 

paradise.   Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve 

those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 
 

 

SENDING HYMN                     “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 

                         ELW 424 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in love and peace to serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Elevazione per Organo”                                   - Bernardo Sabadini 
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