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First Sunday of Advent 
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WELCOME 
  

PRELUDE              Variations on Duke Street     - Valerie Floeter 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 

things. Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our 

sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 
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We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 

 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 

branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this 

wonder.  You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 

washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”  ELW 628 

 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
All worshipers will sing the refrain; the cantor will chant the O antiphon.   
 

REFRAIN 

 

 

  
O Wisdom, springing forth from the mouth of the Most High, come.  Ever 

reaching from one to another, come.  Strongly and sweetly ordering all things: 

come.   Come and teach us the way of prudence.  REFRAIN 

 

The first candle is lit. 

 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our 

days of preparation for Christ’s advent.  As we light the first 

candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to 

greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. 

Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to 

welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your 

Spirit you renew and direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind 

the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a 

holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                     Job 19:23-27a 

 

 23“O that my words were written down! 
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        O that they were inscribed in a book! 

 24O that with an iron pen and with lead 

  they were engraved on a rock forever! 

 25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

  and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 

 26and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

  then in my flesh I shall see God, 

 27awhom I shall see on my side, 

  and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 

   

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 17 
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will 

chant the psalm text. 

 
 
Hear my plea of innocence O Lord; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer 

which does not come from lying lips.  Let my vindication come forth from your 

presence; let your eyes be fixed on justice.  Weigh my heart, summon me by 

night, melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.   I give no offense with my 

mouth as others do; I have heeded the words of your lips.  REFRAIN 

 

My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; in your paths my feet shall not 

stumble.  I call upon you O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me 

and hear my words.  Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, O Savior of those 

who take refuge at your right hand, from those who rise up against them.  Keep 

me as the apple of your eye; hide me under the shadow of your wings, from the 

wicked who assault me, from my deadly enemies who surround me.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON            II Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

 
1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered 

together to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2not to be 

quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or 

by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is 

already here. 3Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will 
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not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is 

revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4He opposes and exalts 

himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 

takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 
5Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still 

with you? 

     13But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and 

sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first 

fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through 

belief in the truth. 14For this purpose he called you through our 

proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm 

and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by 

word of mouth or by our letter. 

     16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 

who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good 

hope, 17comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good 

work and word. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
Worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir will  

chant the proper.   
 

 
 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory  

and dominion forever and ever.   

GOSPEL               Luke 20:27-38 

 

The holy gospel, according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to 

[Jesus] 28and asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us 
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that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man 

shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29Now 

there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 
30then the second 31and the third married her, and so in the same 

way all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died. 33In 

the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the 

seven had married her.” 

     34Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and 

are given in marriage; 35but those who are considered worthy of a 

place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither 

marry nor are given in marriage. 36Indeed they cannot die anymore, 

because they are like angels and are children of God, being 

children of the resurrection. 37And the fact that the dead are raised 

Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he 

speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob. 38Now he is God not of the dead, but of the 

living; for to him all of them are alive.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
 

 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!” 

                                      Stanzas 1, 2, 7, 8                          ELW 619 

 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
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eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our 

shared world. 

A brief silence. 

God of time and space, our faith has been passed down through the 

generations. Bless new believers and any affirming their faith in 
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you, that they share what they have first received. Lord, in your 

mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

God of tempest and tide, our world is full of dazzling beauty and 

brutal destruction. Protect us and all your creatures from 

hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, and fires. Restore what has been 

lost. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

God of truth, raise up leaders with integrity, honesty, and 

compassion. Unite our elected officials in shared goals that benefit 

and serve all people. Instill in them hearts of justice, mercy, and 

peace. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

God of tumult, you sustain and guide your people when the way 

forward is uncertain. Abide with all going through transitions at 

work, school, or in their personal lives. Bring healing to those who 

are sick (especially). Reassure us of your constancy in the midst of 

change. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

God of togetherness, deepen the relationships that are built in this 

place. Form us as a community where tears of sorrow and shouts 

of joy can both be shared. Lord, in your mercy, receive our 

prayer. 

 

God of tenderness, we give thanks for all who have died in the 

faith. Console our mourning spirits with the promise of eternal life 

in your presence. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
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ANTHEM          “Come Jesus, Holy Son of God”  - G. F. Handel 

 
Come Jesus, Holy Son of God, come.  Thy truth unseal.  Thy love reveal.  Lord, 

hear Thou in mercy our prayer to Thee.  Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God, come in 

Thy might.  Send forth Thy light.  To Thee be glory now and evermore.   
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER    Please stand if you are able. 
 

Let us pray.  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send 

springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of 

bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 

mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We 

ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you 

will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 

the world in righteousness.  And so, with the choirs of angels and 

all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS                     ELW S144b 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

 await his coming in glory.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.   

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save 

you. 
 

LAMB OF GOD          ELW S146 

 
MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

“Promised Land”                                              arr. Edwin T. Childs 

 
After all have communed, please stand if you are able. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Let us pray.  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your 

mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 

toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand” 

                         ELW 437 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in love and peace to serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

“Lento”                                                      - Johannes Barend Litzau 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. 

 

Psalm 17 and Gospel Acclamation, “St. Martin’s Psalter.  Thomas Pavlechko.  Copyright © 2017  St. James Music 

Press.  All rights reserved.  Permission to copy granted to subscription holders 

 

“Come Jesus, Holy Son of God” G. F. Handel. Arranged by Hal Hopson. Copyright ©1973 Harold Flammer, Inc. 

all right reserved..   Used with permission One License #A0736209 
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We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised 

on that day. Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more 

like Easter than many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of 

the resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of 

the living. 

 

Job 19:23-27a 

This passage is the section in Job most quoted by Christians since, 

when interpreted literally, it indicates a bodily life after death: “at 

the last” Job will “see” God. Thus the lectionary sets it next to 

Luke’s discussion of the afterlife. To God, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 

and Job are alive, and Christians expect the same for all believers. 

 

ADVENT SEASON 
 TODAY, November 6, we begin our extended Advent Preparation 

for seven Sundays. Advent is the beginning of the liturgical 

year and is a time of expectant waiting and preparation for both the           

celebration of the Nativity of Christ at Christmas and the return of 

Christ at the Second Coming.  The name was adopted from 

Latin adventus "coming; arrival", translating Greek parousia. In 

the New Testament, this is the term used for the Second Coming of 

Christ. Thus, the season of Advent in the Christian calendar 

anticipates the "coming of Christ" from three different 

perspectives: the physical nativity in Bethlehem, the reception of 

Christ in the heart of the believer, and the eschatological Second 

Coming.  

 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 11 

Some Other Place Nutrition Beaumont—10:30 am—1:00 pm 

 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 12 
Another event with the youth group from St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Baytown will be on Saturday, November 12 at 10:00 am. We will be 

traveling to Cedar Hill Park near Wallisville for some outdoor fun. 

For more details, talk to Intern Andrew.  Please join us. 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
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Beyond Our Wildest Imagination 

Countless books and movies have offered creative and varied 

visions of the afterlife, portraying how it might look, sound, and 

feel for those experiencing it. Yet Jesus’ words in this exchange 

with the Sadducees imply that even our wildest imaginings will 

prove too narrow. Resurrection life, Jesus says, is so qualitatively 

different from the life we know now that we can’t even begin to 

comprehend it. 

The Sadducees were prominent religious authorities in Jesus’ day. 

As the gospel writer specifies, they did not believe in the concept 

of resurrection, and they wanted to catch Jesus in a theological trap 

that would force him also to deny resurrection. Jesus evaded their 

trap, and his response to them is a warning to anyone who would 

limit what God can do. God truly can make the impossible 

possible—even life beyond death. According to Jesus, that new life 

will be so radically different that everything from physical bodies 

to human relationships will be transformed. 

One thing will not change in the resurrection life, however: each 

and every person will still be uniquely precious to God. The 

Sadducees tried to use Mosaic law to fool Jesus, but he pointed 

instead to a moment in Moses’ own life that defied imagination. 

When Moses saw the incredible sight of the burning bush, he heard 

the voice of God call to him and declare his ancestors by name: 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Though dead long before Moses’ time, 

those ancestors were not in the past tense to God. They were all 

alive and held in God’s infinite love, as are all the faithful who 

have died. 

We can only begin to imagine what resurrection life will be like 

and how it will change us, but we can trust that no matter what, it 

will be a celebration of God’s unchangeable love for all of 

creation, including each one of God’s beloved children. 

 

 

 


