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The Baptism of our Lord 

January 15, 2023 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE            Variations on Stuttgart              - Jean Pasquet 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things 

new, whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal,  

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
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and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and 

new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
                            

GATHERING HYMN                 “God, Whose Almighty Word” 

               ELW 673 

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE, Rise Up, Shine!   (Stanza 1) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you 

proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the 

Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 

their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us 

all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                   Isaiah 42:1-9 

 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 3a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth; 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 5Thus says God, the LORD, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
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 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

  a light to the nations, 

  7to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 9See, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, 

  I tell you of them. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 29 
Worshipers are invited to join the choir in singing the refrain as indicated 

below.   The cantor will sing the verses. 

 
 
Ascribe to the Lord you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  Ascribe 

to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord 

is upon the mighty waters.  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice 

of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar 

trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; he makes Lebanon skip like a 

calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  REFRAIN 

 

The voice of the Lord split the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the 

wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  And in the temple of 

the Lord all are crying “Glory!”  The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the 

Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.  The Lord shall give strength to his 

people; the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.  REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                         Acts 10:34-43     

 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 

understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 
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anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 

God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 

to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Please stand if you are able.  All worshipers will sing the alleluia; the choir 

will sing the verse. 

 

 
 

A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son the beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.” 

GOSPEL                    Matthew 3:13-17 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this 

way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when 

Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
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suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 

of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a 

voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  “Crashing Waters at Creation” 

  ELW 455 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 
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 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

  dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

  glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

  sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our 

hearts and minds to the new things you are declaring. Strengthen 

bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. 

Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ 

baptism you reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, 

rivers, and watersheds.  Bring relief to parched lands and to 

communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

 

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase 

cooperation and constructive dialogue between nations. Guide 

local, national, and international authorities to govern with 

equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military 

service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people 

who flee from oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain 

health care workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, and 

all who help and heal. Comfort those who are in pain or 

suffering, grieving or experiencing crisis (especially). Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. 

Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in your people. Accompany the 

newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any beginning a 

new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational 

councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all 

generations. We give thanks for those who have died in Christ, 

trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in 

Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 

wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
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RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM          “Rise!  Shine, You People”    - Donald Busarow 

 

PRAYER                   Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and 

let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in 

thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape 

us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify 

and adore, through Jesus our Savior.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of 

a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle 

of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                    ELW S153 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 

reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 

news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory, now and forever.   

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
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kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 

 

Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

Please be seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD       ELW S154  

 

 

 
 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION                 
 

“Cantique III – ‘Chantez mes vers”         - Alexandre P. F. Boely              

 
Please stand if you are able. 
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PRAYER     
 

Let us pray.  Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs 

forth abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do 

justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

   

SENDING HYMN     “Spirit of Gentleness”                ELW 396 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                               

 

“Cantique IV”                                                      - A. P. F. Boely 
 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS000784. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Psalm 29  and Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko,  

© copyright 2007, St. James Music Press, used with permission. 

 

“Rise, Shine, You People!”  Tune by Dale Wood.  Setting by Donald Busarow.  Copyright ©1991 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under OneLincense #A0736209 
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Seeing and Telling Who Jesus Is 

 

The time after Epiphany is the church’s time to invite us to come 

and see who this one born in a manger will be, and to discover 

what this one born to a young woman might mean for us and for 

the world. Today’s gospel tells us that Jesus is the “Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world,” “the Son of God,” and “the 

Messiah.” These appellations show us that the coming of Jesus 

has meaning not just for those who follow him, but for all people 

and all the world. In the gospel, neither John nor Andrew can 

contain their testimony about who Jesus is. They have had an 

encounter with Christ that has had such an impact on their lives 

that they cannot help but tell others about it. John tells his 

disciples and everyone else within earshot about Jesus. Andrew 

runs to find his brother, Peter, and brings him to Jesus so that 

Peter might have the same life-changing encounter he himself has 

experienced. 

We are invited to “come and see” who Jesus is. We are reminded 

that God’s forgiveness and love proclaimed in Jesus Christ is 

meant to be good news for us and for all people. As we encounter 

Christ, our lives are changed. Like John and Andrew in today’s 

gospel, we are called to share with others who we have seen 

Jesus to be. 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to Chris Richter, Jan & Rod Ruppel, Andrew 

Thompson, Eric Thompson and Martha Zoch for serving food at 

Some Other Place in Beaumont last Friday.  This is a monthly 

ministry for the people of Beaumont.  We feed their bodies and 

God feeds their souls. 
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Baptized and Beloved 

It was a relatively common scene: a first-century Palestinian man 

waiting on the banks of the Jordan River for his turn to be 

baptized. And yet there was something different about this time, 

this place, this man. This time God would enter into the waters of 

God’s own creation. 

This story gives us a glimpse of how God enters fully into this 

life with us. God enters into our earthbound, created existence of 

river banks and dusty earth, rushing water and cloud-spotted 

skies. Jesus enters into our time-bound realities of life and death 

too, not shying away from the hard parts of being human. In these 

mysterious waters of baptism, Jesus immerses himself in pain and 

sin, sickness and death. And then Jesus emerges from the depths 

into new life—a life rooted in his identity as the Beloved One, 

the one sent by God to bring all of creation into renewed 

relationship with God and one another. 

Jesus’ baptism is just the beginning of his earthly ministry. From 

here, he will enter the wilderness, call his disciples, preach and 

teach and heal. He will disrupt the status quo, scandalize the 

authorities, and challenge his most loyal followers in his mission 

to offer the world a glimpse of the kingdom of God. 

At its core, this is an Epiphany story. It reveals to us who Jesus 

is: Beloved. Sent by God. The one in whom God is pleased from 

the very beginning. The one in whom God is made known to the 

world. And this story reveals to us something else as well. It has 

the power to remind us who we are, as we too are swept up in 

these life-giving waters. We too emerge as a new creation made 

whole in Christ. May we hear God’s words to us too: “This is my 

child the beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

 

 

 


