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WELCOME  
  

PRELUDE            Variations on Hymn to Joy     - Marianne Kim 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things 

new, whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and 

new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
                            

GATHERING HYMN     “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  

     ELW 834 

 

GREETING 
 

Lord, you have called us to the mountaintop. Help us to look 

forward to where you would have us go. 

 

Help us to listen carefully to the words of your healing love.  

Open our hearts and spirits to receive your glorious 

directions. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 

you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE, Rise Up, Shine!   (Stanza 1) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and 

Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus 

your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your 

children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring 

us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

FIRST LESSON                               Exodus 24:12-18 
 
12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and 

wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law 

and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and 

Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had 

said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron 

and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered 

the mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, 

and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called 

to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of 

the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in 

the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and 

went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty 

days and forty nights. 

                  

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 2 
All worshipers are invited to sing the refrain as indicated below.  The choir 

will sing the psalm text. 
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Why are the nations in an uproar?  Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?  

Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt and the princes plot together 

against the Lord, and against his anointed?  “Let us break their yoke: they 

say; “let us cast off their bonds from us.”  He whose throne is in heaven is 

laughing; the Lord has them in derision.  REFRAIN 

 

Then he speaks to them in his wrath, and his rage fills them with terror.   “I 

myself have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.” Let me announce the 

decree of the Lord:  he said to me “You are my son; this day have I begotten 

you.  Ask of me and I will give you the nations for your inheritance and the 

ends of the earth for your possession.  REFRAIN 

 

You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece of 

pottery.” And now you kings be wise; be warned you rulers of the earth.  

Submit to the Lord with fear, and with trembling bow before him; lest he be 

angry and you perish; for his wrath is quickly kindled.  Happy are they all who 

take refuge in him.   REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON                    II Peter 1:16-21 

 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made 

known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 

we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor 

and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to 

him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice 

come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 

mountain. 

 19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You 

will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of 

scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no 

prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved 

by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Please stand if you are able.  All worshipers will sing the alleluia; the choir 

will sing the verse. 
 

 
 

This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him! 

 

GOSPEL                    Matthew 7:1-9 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 

led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was 

transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them 

Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, 

“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 

dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my 

Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 
6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 

overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 

“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they 

saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

     9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered 

them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has 

been raised from the dead.” 
 

The gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

SERMON 
Please stand if you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           “Dazzling Presence on the Mountain” 

ACS 917 

1 Dazzling presence on the mountain: 

 human eye had never seen 

 such a wonder, such resplendence, 

 heav'n and earth in cloud convene. 

 "This is my Son, the beloved," 

 thund'rous voice from cloud exclaimed. 

 Word made flesh to heal creation, 

 to disciples God proclaimed. 

 

2 From this mount of mystic splendor 

 to the cross Christ presses on; 

 here no Moses nor Elijah, 

 only thieves Christ's wings adorn. 

 "Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy," 

 was one's penitential sigh. 

 With transfiguring assurance, 

 Christ rejoins his fervent cry. 

 

3 From the heights of new creation, 

 Christ beholds his world, redeemed; 

 as with Peter and companions, 

 brings us now to sights unseen. 

 Justice, mercy, and compassion: 

 these the booths he bids us build, 

 that the earth he loves may flourish 

 as each life with grace is filled. 

 

4 Let our praise ring from each mountain, 

 into deepest valleys pour, 

 where, with lives of grateful service, 

 we adore Christ evermore. 

 To the Son, God's own beloved, 

 and the Spirit endlessly, 

 may the church's praise be lifted 

 to the blessed Trinity. 
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THE NICENE CREED 

 
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven, 

         was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

         and became truly human. 

         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

         he suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the scriptures; 

         he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

         He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 
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A brief silence. 

Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy 

of your Son. Equip lay preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us 

to share our stories of your faithfulness and forgiveness; may our 

lives proclaim your greatness. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak 

to the deepest valley. Bless the work of conservation 

organizations and protect vital habitats, especially the counties of 

east Texas. Support the work of disaster relief agencies around 

the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: our mayor and local 

leaders, our governor and state legislators, our president and 

national legislators. Bring freedom and justice to all nations. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to 

work for fair housing for all. Protect our neighbors whose 

dwellings do not keep out dangerous cold or heat; accompany 

with your touch those who are homebound, sick, or isolated 

(especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us 

recognize Jesus’ voice in the needs of our neighbors; make us 

confident to follow the way of the cross. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer.. 

 

Receive our thanksgiving for the holy ones who have guided us 

in faithfulness and gathered even the unlikely as your people. 

With our forebears in faith and all who have hoped in you, teach 

us to wait with courage until the promised day dawns. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 

wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.  Amen. 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
  

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS 

 

ANTHEM       “Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain”    - Carl Schalk 

 

PRAYER                   Please stand if you are able. 

 

Let us pray.  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and 

let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in 

thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape 

us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify 

and adore, through Jesus our Savior.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

   

SENDING HYMN             “Beautiful Savior”              ELW 838 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               

 

“Diapason Movement”                                              - John Keeble 
 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS000784. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Psalm 2 and Gospel Acclamation, St. Martin’s Gospel Acclamations, Thomas Pavelchko,  

© copyright 2007, St. James Music Press, used with permission. 

 

“Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain”  sertting by Carl Schalk.  Copyright ©1994.  Morning Star Music Publishers.  St. Louis, MO.    

All rights reserved.   Used with permission under OneLicense #A0736209  
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A New, Old Covenant 

To his disciples and followers, Jesus must have seemed like 

someone wholly new and unique. His wisdom and power amazed 

them and left them wondering about his new teachings and 

extraordinary authority. As Peter, James, and John join Jesus on 

the mountain, they see yet another new thing as Jesus is 

transfigured before them. This experience, however, is not 

disconnected from God’s past works: Jesus is accompanied by 

Moses and Elijah, and the disciples hear the voice of God. Jesus’ 

transfiguration is a new part of the old story of God creating life 

in the world. As they descend, Jesus points ahead to another 

unprecedented experience that is to come: his death and 

resurrection. Change is wrapped up in God’s continuity. 

Humans are challenged by change, which seems to be even more 

present in a world defined by instant-communication channels 

and headline news. Change is particularly difficult when new 

ideas or experiences upend our long-held beliefs about the world 

around us. Change can be even more difficult when such 

experiences push us to rethink what we believe about God. It is 

easier to hunker down in the comfort of what we have always 

known than to admit we are wrong and work to think and live 

differently. 

The amazing thing about God’s story is that it has always 

encompassed all of who we are and all of the change we have 

experienced or ever will. God’s grace gathers up everything from 

the beginning of creation to the promised heavenly feast, and 

every broken and blessed bit in between, each new covenant 

consistent with the old. When we gather in confession, we admit 

that we have been wrong, and we are blessed into newness by the 

forgiveness found in the words of absolution. The font and table 

further remind us that God makes all things new, and that God’s 

continuity holds grace-filled space for our beloved 

transformation. 

 


